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This invention relates to filing cabinets and
has for its main objects the provision of an im-
preved form of filing cabinet which is conven-
iently and éasily portable: the provision of an
improved manner of tiltably mounting contain-
ers on a supporting base whereby in their closed
positions the contents of the containers are fully
enclosed and protected but which in their open
positions permit full top view of the indices and
the vertical insertion and removal of contents;
the provision of improved means for insuring the
retention of the contents in the containers when
in their closed positions and the cabinet is being
transported; and the provision-of an improved
filing cabinet of this kind which is extremely sim-
ple and inexpensive to manufacture, and highly
convenient and efficient to use.

In the particular embodiments shown in the
drawing:

Pig. 1 is g pelspectlve of the preferred form
showing two containers in their open positions;
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Fig. 2 is ‘an end elevation of the same with the -

containers in their closed positions; a portion of
the view is broken away to indicate some of the
interior structure; .

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the ﬁlmg cabinet

~‘as shown in Fig. 1, a-portion of the parts being -

broken away to more clearly reveal some of the
interior form;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail of the
follower taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail show-
ing the pivotal connection of the containers on
the base, the view being taken on the line 5—5
of Fig. 3;

Fig. 6 shows a modified form of the filing case
employing a single container, the view being.an
end elevation with the container in its closed po-
sition; and

Fig. 7 is a sunllar view w1th the contamer
shown in its open position.

In the preferred twin container embodiment
of this invention, herein' shown; the filing case
comprises a base 9 whereon are swingably mount-
ed the containers 10 by means of horizontally
arranged pivotal connections or pins ‘1" which
permit the containers to be swung or revolved
between their open and closed positions through
a 90° angle.

The base 9 is of a form which might be de-
scribed-as a cradle. It comprises ends 12 con-
nected to a bottom 13 and side rails 14, The
ends are of a width and a height such as will
permit a placing of the pivotal connections so
that in their horizontal open positions the conw
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tainers are spaced apart (Figs. 1 and 3) and in
their closed positions the cut away portions of
the ends of the containers are covered by the
base ends 12 (Fiig. 2). At their lower corners the
ends 12 are extended, as at I5, so that the ends
may be attached to the bottom 13 and the rails
t4 without exposed joints.

The rails {4 are of such a height that their up-
per edges form shoulders (6 to support the con-
tainers 10 in their open positions. The rails 14
and the bottom 3 form a shallow U-shape in
cross section with the base ends 12 extending
well above the side rails 14.

A retaining wall 1T is fixed on the bottom I3
between the ends and extending a little more
than half the full height of said base ends 12,
This partition precludes the possibility of the
contents of the containers being shifted out of
position and intermixed when the containers are
in their closed position (as shown in Fig. 2) and
the file is being transported. A plate 18 is ar-
ranged along the middle portion of the base 13
so that "its edges provide shoulders 19 (see Fig.
2) for engaging the sides of the containers in.
their closed positions..  The thickness of this
plate is preferably sufficient to permit its support-
ing the containers with the followers (hereinafter
deseribed) out of contact with the bottom 13.

Each of the containers is of U-shaped cross
section and has the ends 20 recessed or cut away
as at 21 along the inner half of its length and
the inner sides 23 are of less height than the
outer sides 22. Hence, in the modification shown
in the Figures 1, 2, and 3, the containers will

5 accommodate the partition {7 between them in
- their closed positions with the unrecessed. por-

tions of the ends 20 and the higher sides 22 abut-
ting above said partition and base ends 12. This
formation of the container -ends and sides has
the further advantage of making the indices in
the containers somewhat more visible and the
contents more accessible for vertical removal and
replacement than would be the case otherwise.
The outer sides 22 are solid and extend the full
height of ‘the outer edges of the ends 20. The
inner sides 23 of the containers 10 are preferably
in the form of two pieces spaced apart so as to
provide-a slot 24 for the reception of the fol-
lower 25 which is provided for the purpose of
retaining the contents in compact vertical posi-
tion in the container when there is a gquantity
less than that required to fill up the full length
of the container. :

This follower 25 is formed with a T-shaped ex-
tension 26, the neck portion 21 of which is of a
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size permitting it to slide in the slot 24 and the
head 28 of which is of a width permitting it to be
inserted through the slot 24 when the follower
is held in a horizontal position, but which is longer
than the width of the slot so that when the fol-
lower is turned into its vertical functioning posi-

tion the head will coact with the adjacent end of

the foliower to grip opposite faces of the container
side 23. A block 29 is secured on the back of the
follower 25 a distance inwardly of the T-extension
head 28 equal to the thickness of the side 23.
The inner face 30 of the T-head 28 and the face
3f of the block 29 are formed slightly off from
the perpendicular to the follower 25. This pro-
vides shoulders 32 and 33 which tend to “bite”
into the side 23 when the contents.of the container

v e
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lel lateral edge formed by the juncture of the
inner container side and the container bottom.
In the modification shown in Figs. 6 and 7, this
pivotal axis is located approximately half-way be-
tween the container sides.

When a file of this kind is equipped with a
single container 10 a side panel 36 is located in-
wardly of one of the side rails {4 of a height such
that a horizontal extension 37 aligns and abuts
with one of the higher container sides when the
container is in its closed position, The ends {2 of
the base have to be modified accordingly, as indi-
cated in Figs. 6 and 7. It will be noted that when
the single container 10 is in its closed position it
abuts against the top extension 37 in exactly the

. same way that each of the containers in a twin

are resting against the follower and thereby in-

crease the Ifrictional engagement of the follower
with the sides 23.

The pivotal connections I { are preferably in the
form of dowels (see Fig. 5) secured in suitable
blind apertures in the base ends (2 and extending
through the confainer ends 28. A washer 34 and
a screw 35 are fixed on the inner end of each of
these dowel pivots i1, in order to insure the reten-
tion of the containers on these dowel pivots and
hold them out of frictional contact with the base
ends (2.

The position of the pivotal connections ff is
one of the important features of this invention.
Obviously, the pivotal connections for each con-
tainer are in horizontal axial alignment. They
are positioned inwardly of the respective perim-
eters of the ends 12 of the base and ends 20 of the
containers so that in their vertical closed positions
the perimeters of the containers {0 abut, as in-
dicated in Fig. 2, and when they are in their hori-
zontal open positions they are spaced apart hori-
zontally with their indices completely visible and
their contents convenient for vertical insertion or
removal. -

Obviously, the exact points at which these
pivots are secured to the ends of the base and
thie ends of the container depend somewhat upon
the relative sizes of the base and the containers
and the height of the side rails {4. Whatever
may be the relative sizes and shapes of these parts
these pivotal points should be so located that
.when the containers are swung to their closed po-
sitions they will be exactly perpendicular to the
base. with the upper edges of the sides and the
higher portion of the ends of the containers abut-
ting, as shown in Fig. 2. In this position the inner
upper edges of the sides 22 will abut against the
shoulders 19 of the plate 18 at the same instant
that. the aforementioned edges of the container
sides and ends abut. Thus the parts in these posi~
tions provide a complete closure for the contents
of the file.

--This positioning of the pivots must also be such
that when the containers are swung to their open
or retracted positions they come to rest in spaced
horizontal positions, being supported by contact
.of the container bottoms with the shoulders {6 of
-the bottom side rails 14. To attain these resulis
‘the pivots are located on the base ends 2 above
the side rails 14 and adjacently inward from the
outer vertical edges of said base ends. For the
_container, the axis of the pivots must be placed
between the container bottom and the longitudi-
nal middle plane thereof parallel to the container
bottom. In the moedification shownin Figs. 1, 2,
and 3, it has been found necessary to place this
latter pivotal axis between the central longitudi-
nal axis of the respective container and the paral-
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set abut against each other. Also, it will be
noted that when the container is swung open it
occupies a horizontal position comparable to the
containers in a twin set arrangement.

It will also be noted that in either form, when
the containers are shifted to their closed positions
the file as a whole may be picked up and con-
veniently carried from place to place, Whatever
position the file may be required to occupy while
being thus transported, there is no likelihood of
the contents of either of the containers becoming
dislodged.

Variations and modifications in the details of
structure and arrangement of the parts may be
resorted to within the spirit and coverage of the
appended claims.

1. A filing cabinet of the class described com-
prising a base having a bottom and side rails
connected together and supporting end members
extending above said side rails, a pair of iden-
tically formed open-top containers swingably
mounted on said base on horizontally aligned
pivots, said pivots being fixed on said container
ends -at points intermediate the inner, lower
corners and the centers thereof, said pivots be-
ing fixed on said base end members above said
base side rails and adjacently inward therefrom
whereby in their closed positions the open parts
of said containers are opposed and in their open
positions permit the vertical insertion and re-
moval of their contents, and a partition arranged
on said base intermediate said containers and of
less height than said containers in their closed
positions, portions of the ends and one side of
each of said containers being formed to accom-
modate said partition between said containers
with the remaining portions of said ends and the
other sides abutting each other above the par-
tition. )

2. A filing cabinet of the class described, com-~
prising a supporting base and a container, said
base being formed with a bottom, lateral side rail,
and ends extending above said side rail, said con-
tainer being formed with a bottom, two sides, and
a pair of ends, said container being swingably
mounted on said base ends on a pair of horizon-
tally aligned pivots, said pivots being located on
said container ends intermediate said sides and
between said container bottom and a middle
plane parallel to said container bottom, said
pivots being located on said base ends inwardly
of the adjacent vertical edges thereof and above
the adjacent lateral side rail, whereby said con-
tainer is held in its open position by the bottom

‘resting on the adjacent side rail, and vertical

means on said base disposed parallel to the axis

.of said pivots and providing a content-retaining

wall for said container when in its closed position.
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3. A filing cabinet of the class described, com-
prising a base having a bottom and side rails con-
nected together and supporting end members ex-
tending above said side rails, a pair of open-top
containers, each including a bottom, side mem-
bers, and a pair of ends, said containers being
swingably mounted cn said base end members on
horizontally aligned pivots, said pivots being lo-
cated on said container ends with the axis of each

eral edge formed by the juncture of the inner side
and the bottom, said pivots being located on said
base end members with the axis of each pair
above the top edges of the adjacent base side rails
and adjacently inward from the vertical edges of
said base end members, said containers thus sup-
ported being individually swingable from a closed
position with the open tops of the two containers
opposed to an open position with the container

pair intermediate the central longitudinal axis 10 bottom resting on the respective base side rail.

of the respective container and the parallel lat-

JOHN WARREN PAXTON.




