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No. 791, 380

UNITED STATES

I‘atented May 30, 1905.

PAaTENT OFFICE.

ALBERT ALONZO THOMPSON, OF BARROVV, ILLINOIS.

FENCE~POST.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 791,380, dated May 30, 1905,
’ Application filed February 29, 1904. - Serial No, 195,778,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBrrT ALONZO THOMP-

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at

' Barrow, in the county of Greene and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvemen’cs in Fence-Posts; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to Whlch it ap-
pertains to make and-use the same.

This invention relates to fence-posts, and
more particularly to the class of composition
posts, the object of the invention being to
provide an improved form of post which may
be molded or cast from plastic material and
to which fence-wires may be readily stapled,
a further object of the invention being to pro-
vide a construction wherein the staples will
be held securely against withdrawal.

In the drawmrrs forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in both views,
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a
fence- -post embodying the present invention
and illustrating wires attached thereto. Fig.
2 1is a. horlzontal section through the post
shown in Fig. 1.

Referring now to the drawmors, theré is
showna fence -post comprising a body portion
5, which is preferably rectangular in cross-

section and tapered gradually “From its lower.

end to ifs upper end, although it will be un-
derstood that the spec1ﬁc shape may bechanged
as desired. The body of the post is cast or
molded from cement or other suitable mate-
rial which will have the required hardness
when dry, and in one face of the post if it is
to be a line-post and in two faces if it is to be
a corner-post there is embedded a strip 6 of
wood, one face of which is flush with the ver-
tical face of the post and which strip extends
vertically or lonmtudmally of the post. The
strip is dovetailed—that is, is expanded grad-
ually in the dlrectlon of its rear side—so that

liability to loosening of the strip is reduced

t0 a. minimum.

In each of the strips 6 a Iondltudmal groove
7 is formed, having sides 8 and 9, which con-
verge and meet in a line at 7. The plastic
material forming the body of the post flows

-into the groove 7 and forms a ridge along the

line formed by the meeting of the sides 8 and
9and converging portions adjacent to the said
sides, so that das the staples are driven into
the strips-their ends will come in contact with
the body of the post against the ridge or the
converging portions and will be deflected
thereby and will thus hold more securelV in
the strips.

The post is set in the usual manner in the
ground, and the wires are attached to the post
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by means of staples 7, which are driven into -

the wooden strip 6 in the same manner as in
the ordinary Wooden post. - It will be noted
that the wooden strip términates short of the
upper end of the body of the post, so that the
strip is protected against moisture that might
pass downwardly between the strip and the
body of the post.

‘What is claimed is—

A fence-post of plastic material having em-
bedded in a face thereof a londltudmal strip
flush with the face of the post, sald strip hav-
ing a longitudinal groove in its rear face hav-
ing converging sides which meet, said groove
receiving a portion of the material of the body
of the post, in the form of alongitudinal ridge
standing direcbly in the rear of the front face
of the strlp and in position to receive against
its side faces the ends respectively of a staple
driven through the strip.

In testimony whereof I affix my si orna,ture in
presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT ALONZO- THOMPSON,

Witnesses:
Kowa O. King,
Joun B. Kina.
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