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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Trosras M. Morpurs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bynum, in the county of Chatham and State
of North Carolina, have invented a new and
useful Third-Rail Fifth-Leg Bed-Brace, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention appertains to means
for bracing the central portions of bed bot-
toms, to eliminate the annoyance and dif-
ficulties attendant to the breaking or sag-
ging of the slats at the center of a bed, 1t
being the object of the invention to provide
a novel and improved device for sustaining
the slats of the bed at the center thereot.

It is also the object of the invention to
provide a device of the nature indicated
which can be readily applied to various beds,
and which is comparatively simple and inex-
pensive in construction, as well as being
elficient and practical in use. ‘

With the foregoing and other objects in
view which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, it being understood
that changes in the precise embodiment, of
the invention herein disclosed can be made
within the scope of what is claimed without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, wherein :-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
device, portions being broken away.

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof as applied,
portions being broken away.

The device embodies a leg 1 which ean
be mounted upon a caster 2 so as to be
readily moved about with the bed, and this
leg 1 is denominated the fifth-leg since it
is used at the center of the bed and provides
a fifth leg therefor. A rail 3 of suitable
length is fitted intermediate its ends in a
mortise 4 with which the upper end of the
leg 1 is provided, and the parts are secured
together rigidly in any sunitable manner,
braces 5§ being secured between the leg 1 and
end portions of the rail 8 to steady the parts.
The rail 3 is provided with upper notches
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6 near its ends for receiving and engaging
the ordinary cross slats 7 of a bed hich
have their terminals seated on the fongi-
tudinal side rails 8 of the bed, as seen in
Fig. 2,

The device alsc includes a central trans-
verse slat 9 arranged at right angles to the
longitudinal rail 8, the intermediate portion
of the slat 9 being fitted within a mortise
10 with which the rail 8 is provided, and
the parts being secured rigidly together,
there being braces 11 between . the leg 1
and end portions of the-slat 9. The upper
ends of the braces 11 can be mortised in the
slat 9, as illustrated.

In use, the ends of the slat 9 are seatable
upon the rails 8 at the center between the
slats 7, the rail 8 being located between the
rails 8 and providing a third rail for (he
bed, which 1s engageable with the slats 7
that engage the transverse notches 6 of the
rail 8. The slat 9 in seating on the rails 8
and the rail 3 in engaging the slats 7 will
prevent the device from turning out of
place, and the rail 3 in engaging the slats
7 will prevent the device from tilting longi-
tudinally, while the slat 9 in engaging the
rails 8 will prevent the device from tilting
transversely. The attachment is thereforc
held firmly in place relative to the bed, with
the fifth leg at the center to support the cen-
tral slat 9 and adjoining slats 7, to avoid
the sagging or breaking of the slats. The
leg 1 will readily move about on the floor
when the bed is moved, and even though
the device can be readily applied and re-
moved, it practically forms an integral part
of the bed when it is applied.

Hayving thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. A central supporting device for bed
bottoms embodying a leg, a third rail car-
ried thereby having means for engaging two
slats of a bed, and a slat carried by the leg
at an angle with said rail and engageable
with the side rails of the bed.

2. A central supporting device for bed
bottoms embodying a fifth leg, a third rail
secured between its ends to the upper end of
the leg and provided with upper notches

60

65

70

75

85

90

95

100




[

o 1,258,625

near its ends for engaging slats of a bed, as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
a sﬁatfsec'lar(id bet\geen its eﬁds to t}llle uppler ture in the presence of two witnesses:
end of saxd leg and arranged at right angles _ -

-to the rail to engage the side rails of the bed ' THOMAS M. MORPHIS.
and braces between the leg and third rail and Witnesses: '
second mentioned 'slat. - Jas L GRIFFIN,

In testimony that I claim the foregomo V. H. GRIFI‘IN

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents,
: Washington, D.C»



