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D. B. HALE, OF 

To all whom it may concern: 

city and State of New York, have invented 
a new and useful Garment or Article of 
Apparel for Ladies' Wear for Supporting 
the Skirts or Lower Garments and Reliev 
ing the Abdomen and Hips from All Pres 
sure Therefrom; and I do hereby declare | 
that the following is a full and exact de 
Scription thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings and to the letters 
of reference marked thereon. 

Figure. 1. is a front view. Fig. 2 is a back 
view. Fig. 3 is a side view. | : ; : 
The object and design of my invention 

is to construct and furnish such an article p 
of dress for ladies wear, as shall be a suffi 
cient and complete support for the lower 
parts or skirts of the dress, and wholly pre 
vent them from bearing against and resting 
upon the abdomen and hips and which shali 
also cause them to be supported from and 
by the shoulders, and without any necessity 
for the use of stays and stiffeners in the 
waist or body, and at the same time secur 
ing a Smooth and tastefulfit to the dress. 
My invention consists in combining with | 

or attaching to an ordinary dress waist, or 
.. body of any sort, a skirt supporter, which is 
made by expanding and extending down 

... ward Such waist, or body, and inserting 
.. therein, or attaching thereto, a number of 
entire hoops or circles, or their equivalents, 

| of increasing Size or length, which expanded 
part and its circles may also be so shaped as 
to perform the office of the ordinary bustle. 
The waist or body A is made to fit the 

body of the wearer, and should, for health's 
, sake be so loose as to allow of free and un 

constrained motion or turning of the body, 
but tight enough so as to fit Smoothly and 
without wrinkles. Such waist or body is 
also So cut and made, that the parts a a pass 
over the arms or shoulders, and are in fact 
a part of the waist or body and not at 
tached to it. This waist or body may also 
be made higher or lower, as desired, and 
may be so fitted as not to interfere with 
low necked dresses, while at the same time 
the parts a a will support the waist, and 
whatever garments may be attached to or 
placed over it, and without harm or dis 
comfort to the wearer from such garments, 
resting and bearing as they usually do, upon 
the abdomen and hips. Instead of termi 
nating, as this part of the dress usually does, 

NEW YORK, 
i SKIRT-SUPPORTER. 

Be it known that I, D. B. HALE, of the 

| near the Smallest, 

smallest, or at the bott 
dress, the part Alextends 
and is expaned, basque like: 
fullness of the for 

- tends far enough 
or more hoops b, 
part forms a pa 
tened to it in anyc 
the lower garment 
upon such extende 
upon the body A, 
from the parts a, ja, 

| shoulders. | 

and resting upo 
The first or upper. hol 
be in diameter abo 
such Smallest diam 
b' should be: a little, il”: Uli 
space between it and b may bei som 
more than that between the waistlin 
and b. The other : 

vary in size accor 
tion-the varyin 

- dering a differenc 
necessary-but the 
sufficiently to furnish a 
skirts and Sustain them fro person, that is suchhoops 
ranged that they '': 

i form, instead 
effectually secured 

ing to any. 
rms of indivi 

ing Size of the hoops, 
attaching the partin 
placed to the waist o. 
are to be fastened t 
catch, as hereinaft 
other way, so that they wi 
complete circles, and thus ma 
a shield like protectionior 

i organs, entirely encircling 
thus, as a natural effect from 
ment and completeness of ci 
relieving the body from all pre 
and also unnecessary. Warmth 
These hoops may 
part B, as shown in 
be a skeleton of ho 
suspended from t 
case the same resu 
vided the hoops are made en 

1 ---- hoopsare 
Or body A. Such ho 

thel 

ug: W gh 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

  

    

  

    

  

    

      

  



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

2: 26,491 

now this waist or body, with the hoops at 
tached to or suspended therefrom, as above 
described, be put on the person and the skirts 
and lower garments be put over it, such gar 
ments must of course rest upon the hoops 
and will be supported from the shoulders, 
and can not bear down upon the abdomen, | 
&c., and thus the body will be relieved from 
their weight and pressure, and the lower 
limbs Will also be less free to move. 
The natural Weight of the skirts upon the 

hoops, these last being fastened to the body 
A, will also have the effect of keeping the 
waist and dress Smooth and graceful, and 
stays and Stiffeners for Such purposes are 
therefore unnecessary. 
The body and the hooped extension may 

be buttoned or laced, in whole or in part, 
and in front or at the back; or only the 
body may be buttoned or laced, which may 
also have a bone in it to lace over if desired. 
As Will be at once apparent from the fore 

going description this invention is distin 
guished from other skirt supporters in the 
means by which the object is attained. 
The object sought is a support for the 

skirts or lower garments which shall not in 
any way confine or press upon the abdomen 
or hips. This end is attained by inserting 
entire circles or hoops in an ordinary waist 
extended and expanded at the bottom in a 
form similar to the form of a basque. The 
waist by its construction Sustains the weight 
of the lower garments while the hoops by 
their complete rotundity relieve the body 
from the lateral pressure of the lower gar 
ments. This latter feature of relieving the 
form from the pressure of the lower gar 
ments, is entirely independent of the par 
ticular shape which may be given to the 
expanded part B, which can be easily altered 
or changed according to the demands of 
fashion. If it is desired to have the hoops 
project behind and form a bustle, the front 
part of B will be cut nearly straight, and 

the flare or expansion will be made the 
greatest behind. If on the contrary it is 
desirable to have the dress set out from 
the form about the same before and behind, 
this is effected by shaping the part B ac 
cordingly. But whatever the shape given 
the part B, the arrangement of entire cir 
cles, or their equivalents, within it, renders 
it equally effective as a skirt supporter, and 
its connection with the waist A., relieves the 
form from pressure. 
As Will also be apparent from the fore 

going description the Waist or body A may 
be made Without any stays or stiffeners, and 
thus the form can be relieved from any 
pressure or constraint therefrom. Its con 
struction thus allows Such object to be at 
tained, which cannot be effected with any 

- other similar garment. The ordinary cor 
set body, with Stays and stiffeners, may how 
ever be used in place of the body without 
stays, if for any reason desirable: in Such 
case bands may be passed over the shoul 
ders as a substitute for the parts a, a. 
This garment does not interfere with 

any fashion, and can be as readily adapted 
to Small skirts as to large ones, and to skirts 
with few or many hoops. It is equally 
useful and convenient, both as a waist and 
a skirt Supporter under all circumstances 
whether hooped skirts are worn or not, and 
in all cases will be a relief to the form. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent is– 
The waist (A) in combination with the 

extension (B) expanded by the insertion of 
hoops, (b b b'') having their ends con 
nected by tying them, and forming entire 
circles substantially in the manner and for 
the purposes set forth. 

D. B. HALE. 

Witnesses: 
S. D. LAW, 
WILLIAM G. DELAMATER. 
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