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BACKGROUND OF T NVENTION

This invention relates to a system for displaying and
selecting, a process for selecting, and a device for selecting
hair dye shades, which allow consumers to make a knowledgeable
and informed hair dye selection.

People who are otherwise interested in coloring their
hair often do not do so because they have no way of knowing what
color their hair will be after they apply a particular dye
treatment. This occurs because the haircolor shown on the
package of hair dye (usually a portrait of a model) typically
represents the haircolor that would result when virgin white hair
is treated with the hair dye in that package. Even when swatches
of dyed hair are displayed on the retail shelf next to a
corresponding hair dye, the consumer cannot be confident that
their haircolor, after the dye treatment, will match the swatch
color. Such swatches usually also only represent the haircolor
that would result by treating virgin white hair with the dye.
Thus, the consumer is left to guess what color their hair will be
after dye treatment.

confusion about the varying duration of the effect of
different hair dyes also deters potential hair dye consumers.
Many consumers don’t fully understand the difference between, for
example, permanent, demi-permanent and semi-permanent hair dye.
Consumers are also confused about the different types of hair
dyes. Many consumers don’t fully understand the difference
between, for example, gray coverage, color enhancement and

highlights.



In the past, some attempts have been made to alleviate
the confusion and lack of information that besets consumers who
are selecting a hair dye. One such attempt involved only
organizing the hair dye packaging display with similar hair dye
shades grouped together either horizontally or vertically and
with different durations/types of hair dye shades grouped
together in the opposite perpendicular direction. Another such
attempt only involved artificial hair swatches representing three
natural haircolor shades that had each been separately treated
with one of several hair dye shades. However, these attempts, by
themselves, did not alleviate the consumers’ confusion and lack
of information regarding hair dye selection.

Therefore there exists a need in the art for a
coordinated system for displaying and selecting, a process for
selecting, and a device for selecting hair dye shades, which

allows the consumer to make a confident and informed hair dye

selection.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of this invention to provide a
coordinated system for displaying and selecting hair dye shades
that allows the consumer to know the haircolor that will result
when their hair is treated with a particular dye shade.

It is also an object of this invention to provide a
coordinated system for displaying and selecting hair dye'Shédgs

that informs the consumer about the duration of the'efféctfpf
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different hair dyes.

It is also an object of this invention to provide a
coordinated system for displaying and selecting hair dye shades
that informs the consumer about the differences between different
types of hair dyes.

It is further an object of this invention to provide a
process for selecting hair dye shades that allows the consumer to
know the haircolor that will result when their hair is dyed with
a particular dye shade.

It is also an object of this invention to provide a
device for selecting hair dye shades that allows the consumer to
know the haircolor that will result when their hair is dyed with
a particular dye shade.

In accordance with this invention, a system for
displaying and selecting, a process for selecting, and a device
for selecting hair dye shades, which allows the consumer to make

a knowledgeable and informed hair dye selection, are provided.

D c ON OF I

The coordinated hair dye selection and display system
of this invention comprises a horizontal or vertical first axis
along which hair dyes are arranged by similar colors and shades;
a second axis, perpendicular to the first axis, along which hair
dyes are arranged by the duration of their effect; a hair dye
shade selector comprising color samples that each represent the

haircolor that will result when hair of a particular original
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color is treated with a particular hair dye shade; on-shelf
consumer education and instruction materials regarding hair dye;
display system indicators; and packaging indicators.

The duration axis is divided into several commitment
levels that relate to the duration of the effect of the hair dye.
For example, level one corresponds to a low commitment level and
all of the semi-permanent hair dyes are displayed adjacent to
level one. Semi-permanent hair dyes last for 6 to 12 shampoos.
Level two corresponds to a medium commitment level and all of the
demi-permanent hair dyes are displayed adjacent to level two.
Demi-permanent hair dyes last for 12 to 24 shampoos. Level three
corresponds to a high commitment level and all of the permanent
hair dyes are displayed adjacent to level three. Permanent hair
dyes are not generally removed by shampooing. Hair treated with
permanent hair dye grows out as new hair grows in.

Preferably, duration level indicators and explanations
are displayed on the hair dye display and selection system of
this invention. Optionally, indicators on the hair dye packaging
may reiterate the appropriate duration level, with or without its
explanation. These display and packaging indicators coordinate
the elements of the hair dye display and selection system of this
invention.

The color axis is divided into several sections that
relate to the general color the consumer would like his or her
hair to be after it is dyed. These general color sections may be

blonde, red, brown and black. All of the hair dyes that produce
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a particular general color are displayed in the appropriate
general color section. Preferably, general color section
indicators are displayed on the hair dye display and selection
system of this invention. In addition, individual hair dye
packages will indicate the haircolor shade of the dye in the
package. These display and packaging indicators coordinate the
elements of the hair dye display and selection system of this
invention.

The hair dye shade selector comprises color samples
that each represent the haircolor that will result when hair of a
particular original color is treated with a particular hair dye.
The color samples are created by dividing natural haircolors into
several categories. These categories could be, for example,
light/medium blonde, dark blonde, light brown, medium brown, dark
brown, and black. Hair swatches representing each of these
categories are then separately dyed with one of from several to
all shades of from several to all types of hair dye that will be
displayed on the retail shelf corresponding to the hair dye shade
selector.

The resulting haircolor color samples may be displayed
in many ways. For example, the color sample may be a card with
one haircolor or a strip of several haircolors. The haircolors
represented on the color samples may be in the form of colored
shapes, similar to what is traditionally used to select interior
or exterior house paint. Preferably, the haircolors represented

on the color samples are in the form of artificial hair swatches.
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This innovative hair dye shade selector allows the
consumer, for example, to see that when blonde hair is treated
with a specific semi~permanent red hair dye shade, the result
will look very different than when brown hair is treated with
that same semi-permanent red hair dye shade. It also allows the
consumer, for example, to see that when brown hair with some gray
is treated with a specific semi-permanent blonde hair dye shade,
the result will look very different than when that same brown
hair is treated with a specific permanent blonde hair dye of a
similar shade.

The coordinated hair dye selection and display system
of this invention may also have on-shelf consumer education and
instruction materials relating to hair dye. Such materials may
include a computer that will prompt the consumer through several
stages of the hair dye selection process. Such materials may
also include flip charts, brochures, and the like, which explain
various aspects of the coordinated hair dye selection and display
system of this invention. These educational materials also
coordinate the elements of the hair dye display and selection
system this invention.

Together, the horizontal or vertical axis along which
hair dyes are arranged by similar colors and shades; the other
axis, perpendicular to the first axis, along which hair dyes are
arranged by the length of duration of their effect; the hair dye
shade selector comprising color samples that each represent the

haircolor that will result when hair of a particular original

-6-

«r



color is treated with a particular hair dye shade; the on-shelf
consumer education and instruction materials regarding hair dye;
the display system indicators; and packaging indicators comprise
a coordinated hair dye selection and display system. This systenm
allows consumers to make a confident and informed hair selection.
The consumer no longer has to guess what color their hair will be
after dye treatment or how long the effect of the hair dye will
last.

The hair dye selection and display system of this
invention may also have a section of products that produce
special effects on the hair. Such special effects include
highlighting, frosting and miscellaneous haircolor products.
Optionally, special effects section indicators are displayed on
the hair dye display and selection system of this invention.

The hair dye selection and display system of this
invention may be free-standing or the elements of the system may
be adapted to existing retail shelf space.

The process of this invention for selecting a hair dye
shade comprises using the hair dye shade selector described
above.

one specific example of how the hair dye selection and
display system of this invention works is as follows. A consumer
approaches the hair dye selection and display system of this
invention. The consumer has light brown hair but would like to
have dark brown hair. The consumer’s eyes move horizontally to

the brown general color section. When the consumer looks
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vertically up and down from that horizontal position, the
consumer sees several types of brown hair dye. By reading a
duration level indicator or explanation on the display and
selection system or the hair dye package, the consumer selects
the duration or commitment level that is appropriate for his or
her needs. The consumer’s eyes then move vertically to the
appropriate duration level section that is within the previously
selected horizontal general color section. The consumer now has
to choose from several haircolor shades within the desired
general color section and duration level. For assistance in
selecting a shade of hair dye, the consumer uses the hair dye
shade selector of this invention. The consumer, who has light
brown hair, goes to the section of the shade selector that holds
color samples of light brown hair that have each been treated
with one of the several haircolor shades within the desired
general color section and duration level. The consumer selects
the most desirable shade and takes the corresponding package of
hair dye from the shelf.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
the invention described herein can be practiced by other that the
embodiments disclosed herein, which are presented for the purpose
of illustration and not of limitation, and the present invention

is limited only by the claims that follow.
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We claim:

1. A hair dye selection and display system
comprising:

a horizontal axis and a vertical axis along which hair
dyes are arranged by similar colors and shades along one axis and
hair dyes are arranged by tﬁé duration of effect along the other
axis;

a hair dye shade selector comprising color samples that
each represent the haircolor that will result when hair of a
particular original color is treated with a particular hair dye;

on-shelf consumer education and instruction materials
regarding hair dye;

display system indicators; and

packaging indicators.

2. The hair dye selection and display system more
particularly described in the description hereof.
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