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HAND-HELD PAINT CONTAINER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This patent application is a continuation of U.S.
Utility application Ser. No. 10/957,825, filed on Oct. 4,
2004, entitled “Hand-Held Paint Container,” the disclosure
of which is incorporated as if fully written herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention relates in general to containers for
holding heavy or viscous fluids, and more particularly to a
hand-held container for holding a volume of paint as well as
implements useful for the task of painting.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Commercially available painting products for
industrial and/or residential use are commonplace in modern
society. A painting project using conventional products
requires the simultaneous balancing and manipulating of
paint buckets, paint trays, rollers, brushes, and clean-up
rags. Failing to effectively manage the use of these multiple
items may result in inefficiency, increased labor costs, or an
inferior painting project.

[0004] Paint buckets or trays are known in the art and may
be useful for some applications where larger volumes of
paint are required. However, these items are not necessarily
appropriate for use with smaller brushes or rollers (e.g., 4.5
inch rollers) and smaller volumes of paint. Furthermore,
holding and balancing a large paint-filled tray or bucket can
actually be quite difficult or even dangerous if the individual
using the tray or bucket is on a ladder or other elevated or
uneven surface.

[0005] While coffee cans, cut-off milk cartons, and other
plastic containers may serve the purpose of holding lesser
volumes of paint for smaller paint jobs, these containers are
often unstable and difficult to grip and lack other desirable
structural and functional features. Furthermore, such make-
shift containers may prove to be only marginally useful for
both holding multiple painting implements and removing
paint from such implements. Thus, there is a need for a
hand-held container that may be easily and safely gripped
without the need for manually making adjustments, and that
is capable of holding multiple painting implements as well
as a useful volume of paint.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Deficiencies in the prior art are overcome by the
present invention, the various embodiments of which pro-
vide a conveniently sized hand-held container for holding
paint or stain as well as various painting accessories. This
paint container includes an internal reservoir, which in some
embodiments is divided into a first compartment for holding
a small brush and a second compartment for holding a small
roller. A textured surface covers a portion of the body and
creates a non-slip, grippable surface on the exterior of the
body. Two of the general embodiments include a handle that
is attachable or affixed to the exterior of the container. This
handle is typically covered with or manufactured from
rubberized plastic, rigid elastomer, or similar materials. One
of the embodiments includes a storage feature formed in the
body of the container for holding a paint rag or similar item,
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and another of the embodiments includes a magnetic means
for detachably holding a paint brush to the interior of the
container.

[0007] In the exemplary embodiments, a portion of the
paint reservoir further includes a textured surface formed on
the interior of the container and this textured surface further
includes a plurality of ridges useful for removing paint from
a paint roller. Additionally, the uppermost edge of the front
portion of the body of the container extends forward and
away from the bottom edge of the body, thereby allowing the
container to function as a pitcher for dispensing fiuids such
as paint. In one embodiment, front stabilizers are included
for facilitating the use of the paint container in a manner
similar to that of a traditional paint roller tray.

[0008] Further advantages of the present invention will
become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art upon
reading and understanding the following detailed descrip-
tion of the preferred embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0009] The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-
rated into and form a part of the specification, schematically
illustrate one or more exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion and, together with the general description given above
and detailed description of the preferred embodiments given
below, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

[0010] FIG. 1A is a front perspective view of a first
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the exterior features of the
container.

[0011] FIG. 1B is a rear perspective view of a first
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the exterior features of the
container, particularly the hinged handle.

[0012] FIGS. 1C-D are left and right side views of the
paint container of FIG. 1A.

[0013] FIGS. 1E-F are front and back side views of the
paint container of FIG. 1A.

[0014] FIG. 1G is a front perspective view of a first
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the proper placement of the
hanging device for use with a ladder.

[0015] FIG. 2A is a rear perspective view of a second
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the attachable handle and the
textured, multi-compartment interior.

[0016] FIGS.2B-C are top and side views of the hand-held
paint container of FIG. 2A.

[0017] FIG. 2D is a rear view of the hand-held paint
container of FIG. 2A.

[0018] FIG. 3A is a rear perspective view of a third
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the rigid handle, the textured,
multi-compartment interior, and the paint-rag holding/stor-
age feature.

[0019] FIGS. 3B-C are top and side views respectively of
the hand-held paint container of FIG. 3A showing the
placement of the roller and brush within the multiple com-
partments of the container.
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[0020] FIG. 4A is a front perspective view of a fourth
exemplary embodiment of the hand-held paint container of
the present invention showing the textured, multi-compart-
ment interior and the painting implements placed therein.

[0021] FIGS. 4B-C are top and side views of the hand-held
paint container of FIG. 4A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

[0022] With reference now to the Figures, FIGS. 1A-G
illustrate a first exemplary or general embodiment of the
paint container of the present invention. As best shown in
FIGS. 1A-B, hand-held paint container 100 for use with
paint brushes and rollers includes a reservoir formed within
the body of the container, as well as a first exterior surface
102 and a second exterior surface 104. In the exemplary
embodiment, these surface textures are different from one
another. Typically, second exterior surface 102 will include
a grip-enhancing, elastomeric or rubberized material
attached to or formed integrally with the exterior of paint
container 100. The rear portion of the body of the paint
container has been adapted to provide gripping means 105,
the exterior portion of which includes the same texture as
second exterior surface 104. As shown in the Figures,
gripping means 105 includes substantially vertical indenta-
tions or grooves formed on both sides of the body of the
paint container that accommodate the fingers and thumb of
a person holding the paint container. In the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 1A and 1D, container 100 further includes
a third exterior surface 128 that may be used as a label area
for a pressure sensitive label or for a label or text formed in
and as part of the mold for the container.

[0023] As best shown in FIG. 1B, a handle 106 is attached
to or, preferably, formed integrally with the rear portion of
the body of paint container 100. While the body of the paint
container is typically formed from plastic or other rigid
material, handle 106 typically includes elastomer, rubber or
other similar material that provides the handle with a degree
of both flexibility and resiliency. In the exemplary embodi-
ment shown in the Figures, handle 106 is fixedly attached to
both the top and bottom edges of the rear portion of paint
container 100 and provides a means for holding or securing
the hand of the user against the body of the container when
in use. A living hinge 109 is formed in handle 109 roughly
midway along its length and provides a means by which the
handle may automatically expand to accommodate different
hand sizes. Thus, the geometry of living hinge 109 combined
with the flexible properties of handle 106 provides the
handle with “self-adjusting” capabilities.

[0024] As shown in FIG. 1A, paint container 100 also
includes at least one magnetic means for holding or securing
a paintbrush within the reservoir. In the exemplary embodi-
ment, a boss or housing 111 is formed in the rear portion of
the body of container 100 for the purpose of housing a
magnet. A magnet, preferably a high-power magnet, such as,
for example, a neodymium magnet, is typically enclosed
within housing 111 during the manufacturing process. This
magnet provides sufficient magnetic force, through the
material of the container, to detachably hold a magnetically
responsive item, such as, for example, a three-inch paint-
brush, to the inner wall of the container. By completely
enclosing the magnet within housing 111, the magnetic
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portion of container’s interior surface can be easily cleaned
and any performance diminishing build-up of paint or sol-
vents around the magnet can be minimized.

[0025] Again with reference to FIGS. 1A-G, paint con-
tainer 100 further includes a turned-down flange or lip 112
that surrounds the top edge of the container and reduces any
unwanted loss of paint from the inside of the container when
in use. Additionally, the front edge of the uppermost portion
of the body of paint container 100 angles forward from and
over the bottom edge of the front portion of the body to form
a substantially planar, surface area (see FIGS. 1C and 1D).
A portion of this surface area comprises textured surface 118
that further includes a plurality of ridges 120 formed in the
material of container 100. Textured surface 118 provides an
effective means for the user of the present invention to
remove excess paint from a paint roller by simply directing
a paint-filled roller over ridges 120. Front edge 122 extends
forward from the basin portion of container 100 and allows
the container to function as a pitcher-like device for pouring
excess paint, water, or other fluid out of the container as
desired. In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIGS.
1A-G, a raised area, ridge, or protrusion 124 is formed
across the length of front edge 122 for the purpose of
providing a brush scraping or drip catching device.

[0026] As best shown in FIG. 1A, this exemplary embodi-
ment of the paint container of the present invention also
includes two stabilizers 126 formed on either side of the
front portion of the container. These stabilizers 126 basically
function as two legs or feet that allow container 100 to be
placed on a level surface for use as a more traditional roller
tray by reducing any tendency of the container to tip over in
a forward direction when used in such manner. As shown in
FIG. 1G, this embodiment is also compatible with a hanger
700 which provides a means for hanging container 100 from
the rungs of a ladder when in use. Hanger 700 is attached to
container 100 under flange or lip 112 and may then be
hooked over the rungs of a ladder. The embodiment of the
present invention shown in FIGS. 1A-G typically holds at
least one quart of paint, but may be increased in size to hold
greater volumes of paint, or decreased in size to hold lesser
volumes of paint.

[0027] FIGS. 2A-D show the second general embodiment
of the hand-held paint container of the present invention. As
best shown in FIG. 2A, hand-held paint container 200
includes a first exterior surface 202 and a second exterior
surface 204 that is textured differently from the first exterior
surface, and that may be coated with or manufactured from
a rubberized or elastomeric material to create a substantially
non-slip, graspable surface. In the exemplary embodiment
shown in the Figures, second exterior surface 204 extends
upward and over a substantial portion of the rear surface area
of container 200 to provide the user with a means to better
grasp the container if handle 206 is not used for that purpose.
The rear portion of the body of the paint container has been
adapted to provide gripping means 205, the exterior portion
of which includes the same texture as second exterior
surface 204. As shown in the Figures, gripping means 205
includes substantially vertical indentations or grooves
formed on both sides of the body of the paint container that
accommodate the fingers and thumb of a person holding the
paint container.

[0028] Handle 206 includes individual gripping surfaces
208 which may also be coated with or manufactured from an
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elastomeric or rubberized grip material (see also FIG. 2D).
Handle 206 is attached to the body of container 200 by
means of clip 210 which snaps into place underneath the
portion of flange or lip 212 located on the rear portion of the
container. As shown in FIG. 2D, clip 210 includes a flexible,
ribbed, tongue-like structure 211 that engages an aperture
217 which is formed in the rearmost portion of lip 212 to
hold handle 206 securely in place. In alternate embodiments,
handle 206 is integral with (i.e., permanently affixed to) the
body of container 200 and is not a separate piece detachably
connected to the body of the container. In still another
embodiment, handle 206 is fixedly attached to both the top
and bottom edges of the rear portion of container 200.

[0029] In the second embodiment shown in the FIGS.
2A-D, the interior of hand-held paint container 200 is
divided into a brush compartment 213 and a roller compart-
ment 214 by a divider 216 that is formed in the interior
portion of the container (see FIG. 2B). In other embodi-
ments, a removal panel is utilized for the purpose of dividing
the interior of the container. Brush compartment 213 is
designed to hold a relatively small volume of paint and/or a
small brush 600 while roller compartment 214 is designed to
hold a somewhat larger volume of paint for use with a 4-inch
(10.2 cm) roller 500 or a larger brush. Lip 212 surrounds the
top edge of the container and reduces the unwanted loss of
paint from the inside of the container when in use.

[0030] The front uppermost portion of the body of paint
container 200 extends forward over the bottom portion of
the body to form a substantially planar, downwardly angled,
surface area (see FIG. 2C). A portion of this surface area
comprises textured surface 218 that further includes a plu-
rality of ridges 220 formed in the material of container 200.
Textured surface 218 provides an effective means for the
user of the present invention to remove excess paint from a
roller prior to applying paint to a given surface by simply
passing the paint-filled roller over ridges 220. As best shown
in FIG. 2C, front edge 222 extends forward from the main
basin portion of container 200, and basically allows the
container to function as a pitcher-like device for pouring
excess paint, water, or other fluid out of the container as
desired. As also shown in FIG. 2C this exemplary embodi-
ment includes two stabilizers 226 formed on either side of
the front portion of the container. These stabilizers 226
basically function as two legs or feet that allow container
200 to be placed on a level surface for use as a more
traditional roller tray by reducing any tendency of the
container to tip over in a forward direction when used in
such manner.

[0031] FIGS. 3A-C show a third general embodiment of
the paint container of the present invention. In these Figures,
paint container 300 includes a substantially smooth first
exterior surface 302 and a second exterior surface 304 that
is textured differently from the first exterior surface and that
may be covered with or manufactured from a rubberized
material to create a substantially non-slip, graspable surface.
Second exterior surface 304 extends upward and over a
portion of the rear surface area of container 300 to provide
the user with a means to better grasp the container if handle
306 is not used for that purpose. Handle 306 is attached to
the body of container 300 underneath the portion of lip 312
located on the rear portion of the container and may be
covered with or manufactured from a rubberized or elasto-
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meric material. In another embodiment, handle 306 is fix-
edly attached to both the top and bottom edges of the rear
portion of container 300.

[0032] Inthe embodiment shown in FIGS. 3A-C, the body
of hand-held paint container 300 is divided into a brush
compartment 313 and a roller compartment 314 by a divider
316 that is formed in body of the container (see FIG. 3B).
Brush compartment 313 is designed to hold a relatively
small volume of paint and/or a small brush 600 while roller
compartment 314 is designed to hold a somewhat larger
volume of paint for use with a 4.5-inch (11.3 cm) roller 500
or a larger brush. As best shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the
area of container 300 immediately adjacent to brush com-
partment 313 includes a storage feature 330 that may be used
for holding a paint rag or another item. In the exemplary
embodiment, storage feature 330 is simply an aperture
passing through a shelf-like region 328 formed in the paint
container’s body. In another embodiment (not shown), this
aperture is not completely closed in by shelf-like region 328,
but rather is open on its outward facing side to facilitate the
placement of a rag in the aperture.

[0033] As best shown in FIG. 3C, the front portion of the
body of paint container 300 extends forward over the bottom
portion of the body to form a substantially planar, down-
wardly angled, surface area. A portion of this surface area
comprises textured surface 318 that further includes a plu-
rality of ridges 320 formed in the material of container 300.
Textured surface 318 provides an effective means for the
user of the present invention to remove excess paint from a
small roller prior to applying paint to a given surface by
simply passing the paint-filled roller over ridges 320. As best
shown in FIG. 3C, front edge 322 extends forward from the
main basin portion of container 300, and basically allows the
container to function as a pitcher-like device for pouring
excess paint, water, or other fluid out of the container as
desired. As also shown in FIG. 3C, this exemplary embodi-
ment includes two stabilizers 326 formed on either side of
the front portion of the container. These stabilizers 326
basically function as two legs or feet that allow container
300 to be placed on a level surface for use as a more
traditional roller tray by reducing any tendency of the
container to tip over in a forward direction when used in
such manner.

[0034] FIGS. 4A-C show a fourth general embodiment of
the paint container of the present invention. In these Figures,
paint container 400 includes a substantially smooth first
exterior surface 402 and a second exterior surface 404 that
is textured differently from the first exterior surface and that
may be covered with or manufactured from a rubberized or
elastomeric material to create a substantially non-slip, grasp-
able surface. Second exterior surface 404 extends upward
and over a portion of the exterior of brush compartment 413
to provide the user with a means to better grasp the con-
tainer.

[0035] In the embodiment shown in the FIGS. 4A-C, the
body of hand-held paint container 400 is divided into a brush
compartment 413 and a roller compartment 414 by divider
416 that is formed in body of the container (see FIG. 4B).
Lip 412 surrounds both compartments. Brush compartment
413 is designed to hold a relatively small volume of paint
and/or a small brush 600 while roller compartment 414 is
designed to hold a somewhat larger volume of paint for use
with a 4-inch (10.2 cm) roller 500 or a larger brush.
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[0036] As best shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, one side of the
body of paint container 400 extends slightly outward to form
a substantially planar, downwardly angled, surface area. A
portion of this surface area comprises textured surface 418
that further includes a plurality of ridges 420 formed in the
material of container 400. Textured surface 418 provides an
effective means for the user of the present invention to
remove excess paint from a small roller prior to applying
paint to a given surface by simply passing the paint-filled
roller over ridges 420. As shown in FIG. 4A, this exemplary
embodiment includes two stabilizers 426 formed on either
side of the front portion of the container. These stabilizers
426 basically function as two legs or feet that allow con-
tainer 400 to be placed on a level surface for use as a more
traditional roller tray by reducing any tendency of the
container to tip over in a forward direction when used in
such manner.

[0037] In summary, all four general embodiments of the
present invention provide the user with a sturdy, conve-
niently sized device for holding a volume of paint as well as
one or more painting implements. Each embodiment of this
invention may be manufactured using known methods and
techniques and from a variety of materials, such as plastics,
polymers, thermoplatic elastomers, or other suitably rigid
and/or flexible materials all of which are known in the art of
manufacturing. Of particular utility in manufacturing items
that include multiple materials having different textures or
physical characteristics, such as the present invention, is the
insert molding and dual injection (i.e., “two shot”) method
of manufacturing. This method typically involves the use of
multiple molds or tools and includes two basic steps. In
general, for the present invention, the main body or reservoir
of' the paint container is manufactured first from a more rigid
material such as plastic and the textured grip portion and
handle are manufactured second using a thermoplastic elas-
tomer, such as Santoprene TPE, which adheres to or bonds
with the first portion of the body. In the embodiment of the
present invention that includes the magnet, the magnet is
placed within the main body of the container before the
second molding step is executed. As will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art, a number of known materials are
compatible with the insert molding and dual injection
method of manufacturing.

[0038] While the present invention has been illustrated by
the description of exemplary embodiments thereof, and
while the embodiments have been described in some detail,
it is not the intention of the applicant to restrict or in any way
limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail.
Additional advantages and modifications will readily appear
to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to any of the specific details,
representative apparatus and methods, and illustrative
examples shown and described. Accordingly, departures
may be made from such details without departing from the
spirit or scope of the applicant’s general inventive concept.

What is claimed:
1. A container for holding fluids, comprising:

(a) a body, wherein the body further comprises a reservoir
formed therein; and

(b) a flexible handle fixedly attached to the body, wherein
the handle further comprises a living hinge formed
substantially midway therein, and wherein the living
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hinge is substantially V-shaped and further includes: a
first thinned area, a second thinned area, a third thinned
area, a first hinge segment angularly disposed between
the first and second thinned areas, a second hinge
segment angularly disposed between the second and
third thinned areas, wherein the second thinned area
forms an arcuate region between the first and second
hinge segments, and wherein the living hinge allows
the flexible handle to self-adjust for accommodating
different hand sizes.

2. The container of claim 1, where in the container further

comprises:

(a) a lip surrounding the upper portion of the body;

(b) a ridge formed atop the lip on the front portion the
body;

(c) a plurality of ridges formed at least one surface on the
interior of the body;

(d) at least one stabilizing leg formed on the front portion
of the exterior of the body for preventing forward
tipping; and

(e) gripping means formed on the rear portion of the

exterior of the body.

3. The container of claim 2, wherein the flexible handle
and the gripping means further comprise at least one elas-
tomeric material.

4. The container of claim 1, wherein the reservoir further
comprises as least two separate compartments.

5. The container of claim 1, wherein the top edge of the
front portion of the body extends forward and angles away
from the bottom edge of the front portion of the body to form
a substantially planar surface area in the body.

6. A hand-held paint container, comprising:

(a) a body, wherein the body further comprises:
(1) a reservoir formed therein;
(ii) a lip surrounding the top edge of the reservoir;

(iii) a ridge formed atop the lip on the front portion the
body;

(iv) a plurality of ridges formed on at least one surface
on the interior of the body;

(v) at least one stabilizing leg formed on the exterior of
the front portion of the body for preventing forward
tipping; and

(vi) gripping means formed on the rear portion of the
exterior of the body; and

(b) a flexible handle fixedly attached to the body, wherein
the handle further comprises a multi-segmented living
hinge formed substantially midway therein, and
wherein the living hinge is substantially V-shaped and
further includes: a first thinned area, a second thinned
area, a third thinned area, a first hinge segment angu-
larly disposed between the first and second thinned
areas, a second hinge segment angularly disposed
between the second and third thinned areas, wherein
the second thinned area forms an arcuate region
between the first and second hinge segments, and
wherein the living hinge allows the flexible handle to
self-adjust for accommodating different hand size.
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7. The container of claim 6, wherein the top edge of the
front portion of the body extends forward and angles away
from the bottom edge of the front portion of the body to form
a substantially planar surface area in the body.

8. The container of claim 6, wherein the flexible handle
and the gripping means further comprise at least one elas-
tomeric material.

9. The container of claim 6, wherein the reservoir further
comprises as least two separate compartments.

10. The container of claim 6, further comprising an
attachment means for securing an item within the reservoir.

11. A hand-held container, comprising: a flexible handle,
wherein the handle further comprises a living hinge formed
substantially midway therein, and wherein the living hinge
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is substantially V-shaped and further includes: a first thinned
area, a second thinned area, a third thinned area, a first hinge
segment angularly disposed between the first and second
thinned areas, a second hinge segment angularly disposed
between the second and third thinned areas, wherein the
second thinned area forms an arcuate region between the
first and second hinge segments, and wherein the living
hinge allows the flexible handle to self-adjust for accom-
modating different hand sizes.

12. The hand-held container of claim 11, wherein the
flexible handle further comprises at least one elastomeric
material.



