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This invention relates to golf accessories, and
more particularly to a device used as an aid in
placing a golf ball in teed driving position.

Ordinarily, a golf player must first place a tee
in position, and then place his ball on the tee.
This frequently requires much stooping, squat-
ting, or bending of the body and in some cases,
for example, convalescents, elderly people, or
those having certain physical handicaps, this
part of the game proves an annoyance.

Accordingly, one of the objects of the inven-~
tion is to provide a device which will enable a
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golfer, by a single operation, properly to place .

a ball on a tee, ready for driving, without bend-
ing or stooping, thereby making it possible to
accomplish this objective with the golfer stand-
ing in a substantially ereect or fully erect position.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a device which may be conveniently carried as
a part of golfing equipment in a golfbag, along
with clubs, so that it may be readily transported
during the course of the game, and yet always
be ready for use when the occasion demands that
a ball be teed up before it is hit. In that con-
nection, the invention contemplates a simple and
practical .construction which is easy to operate
and which requires no special skill in use, thereby
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not burdening the golier with undue attention .

to detail, and, at the same time, enabling the
ball and tee to be properly set for driving by a
single manipulation of the device.

With the above and other objecis in view,
which will more readily appear as the nature
of the invention is better understood, the same
consists in the novel construction, combination
~ and arrangement of parts, hereinafter more fully
described, illustrated and claimed.

A preferred and practical embodiment is shown
in the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the application
and use of the invention;

Figure 2 is a. side elevation, partly in section,
of the device for setting the ball and tee;

Figure 3 is a detail view, partly in section,
taken at right angles to Figure 2 and further
illustrating the manner of using the invention;

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the
housing at the foot of the shaft which supports
the tee and also receives the ball to be mounted
on the tee.

Similar reference characters designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several figures of
the drawing.

The device includes in its organization a sup-
port in the nature of a hollow shaft I, said shaft
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being suitably provided at its lower end with a
foot member in the form of an enlarged housing
2 having a collar 2¢ at its upper end to be secured
to the lower end of the shaft in any conven-
tional manner. This foot member is somewhat
in the nature of a shell in the sense that it has
an arcuate wall which is cut away at one side
to provide free access thereto, and is provided
with a bottom wall 3 disposed substantially at
right angles to the hollow shaft 1. ‘The said wall
3 .is provided with slot 4 leading inwardly from
one edge thereof for receiving the shank of a
golf tee, designated generally as T, so that its
head is held above the inner surface of said
wall. The edges of the slot may be grooved or
tapered to more readily receive the underside
of the head of the tee.

The hollow shaft | serves as a guide for the
shank § of a plunger device having the ball
clamping head 8 at its lower end. The upper
end 7 of the shank projects above the hollow
shaft for finger or thumb engagement, and may
conveniently be provided with an enlarged head
or button 8, whose underside forms an abutment
for one end of a coil spring 9 confined between
said button and the upper end 10 of the hollow
shaft.

The ball clamping head 6 has an arcuate ball
receiving seat 6o on its bottom face while the
upper end is provided with a socket for receiving
the lower end of the plunger shank. The upper
edge -6b of the socket abuts the underside of the
collar 2a to serve as a limiting stop for the up-
ward movement of the plunger under the influ-
ence of the spring 9. It will thus be seen that
the effect of the spring 9 is to normally urge the
shank 5 of the plunger upwardly and to hold
the head 6 of the plunger in the upper portion
of the foot or housing 2 to receive a golf ball.
At the same time, the upper end of the shank
5 projects beyond the shaft | for a sufficient
distance to enable longitudinal movement of the
shank of the plunger under finger pressure to
engage a golf hall as will presently appear.

When the device is to be used, a tee T may be
placed in the slot 4 and the golf ball B centered
upon the head of the tee. Upon finger pressure
being applied to the plunger through the button
8, the plunger head 6 will descend toward the ball
and hold the ball in the seat 6a to clamp the
same to the tee, as shown in Figure 3. The device
is then moved toward the ground at the selected
location and with the ball constituting a coupling
between the plunger and the tee, and downward
force applied fo the entire assembly will drive
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the tee into the ground. Finger pressure on the
button 8 may then be released so that the cupped
clamping head of the plunger will move clear of
the ball. The entire device may then be moved
in a lateral direction parallel to and rearwardly
of the slot to disengage said slot 4 from the head
of the tee, leaving the ball mounted on the
tee and ready for driving.

The device may then be laid aside and carried
in the golfbag until it is again mnecessary to be
used in the same manner described above.

The device includes a minimum of parts and
readily lends itself to established manufacturing
practices. The shaft | may be made from a

hollow tube, cut to appropriate length, and the.

foot or housing may ke readily cast so that the
collar 20 may readily be telescoped over the lower
end of the shaft and secured in any conventional
manner. The socket of the head § may con-
veniently receive the lower end of the plunger
shank after the shank 5§ with its spring 9 as-
sembled thereon has been placed in the hollow
shaft. Thus, the entire device is capable of
facile assembly, and in use has no parts which
are likely to get out of order so that without
deliberate mishandling, its longevity is assured.

I claim:

A golf ball teeing device, comprising, a hollow
shaft, a housing carried by the lower erid of the
shaft angd including a vertical wall portion open-
ing laterally to one side of the shaft and 4 bottom
wall spaced below the terminal portion of the
shaft, said vertical wall being internally curved
to conform to an arcuate part of the circum-
ference of a golf ball, said bottom wall having
therein o slot to receive the shank of a golf tee,
said slot being open at one end to permit insertion
into and removal therefrom of said shank of a
golf tee by relative lateral movement of the tee
and said bottom wall, a plunger extending
through the shaft and having at its lower end
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a golf ball engaging face, spring means tending
constantly to elevate said plunger so as to nor-
mally hold said face spaced above said bottom
wall of the housing to permit free insertion and

_removal of a golf ball into and from the space

between said face and the head of a golf tee
disposed with its shank in said slot of the bottom
wall, means on said plunger adjacent to the fop
of said shaft for finger engagement to effect de-
pression of said plunger to clamp g golf ball be-
tween the said face thereof and the head of a
golf tee disposed in the slot of the bottom wall
of the housing so that by downward movement
of the entire device toward the ground a golf
tee with a golf ball resting thereon may be
driven into the ground, the ball being releasable
by elevation of said plunger upon removal of
downward pressure upon the latter and the device
being laterally movable to effect its disengage-
ment from the tee, said device being of a length
to reach from the ground approximately to the
waist of the user of the device to avoid any neces-
sity of the user of the device stooping or bending
over when employing the device to ftee a ball.
VICTOR C. ARMSTRONG.
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