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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY W. READE, of 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Filing-Cases; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to temporary files or 

filing-receptacles for letters and papers; and it 
consists in the matters hereinafter described, 
and pointed out in the claims. 
The filing-receptacle herein illustrated as 

embodying my invention comprises a shal 
low rectangular box or receptacle having a 
hinged cover and a series of leaves attached 
at their side margins to folding side pieces or 
gussets secured at their edges to the bottom of 
the box and to the inner surface of the cover, 
So as to form a series of pockets adapted to 
contain the letters or papers to be filed, as 
will be hereinafter more particularly de 
scribed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of a filing-receptacle con 
structed in accordance with my invention, 
shown as suspended upon a vertical surface 
or wall with the hinged cover thereof open. 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same when open 
and resting upon a horizontal surface. Fig. 
3 is a vertical cross-section of the same, show. 
ing the cover closed. Fig. 4 is a detail view 
of the fastening device shown in Fig. 1. 
A is the box or receptacle, which is com 

posed of a bottom, A, a back piece, A', and 
two side pieces, A' A', and is provided with a 
cover, B, which is hinged at its rear edge to 
the upper edge of the back piece, A, and is 
provided at its frontor free edge with a hinged 
flap, B, adapted to close the front of the re 
ceptacle when the top or cover is closed. 
C C is a series of leaves, which are con 

nected with each other at their inner mar 
gins, as shown, and are attached at their side 
edges to side pieces or gussets, DD, which are 
of flexible material, and folded in zigzag 
Cross-sectional shape, So as to form in connec 
tion with the leaves Ca series of folding-pock 
ets, F, for receiving the papers to be filed. 
The side pieces, D, are secured at their end 
margins to the bottom. A? of the receptacle, 

near the sides A* thereof, and also to the cover 
B, so that when the cover is opened the sev 
eral pockets will be opened out or spread so 
as to permit the papers to be filed to be read 
ily inserted the rein. The inner edges of the 
leaves C C, which are adjacent to the bottom 
A and cover B, are also secured to the said 
bottom and cover, and the inner edges of all 
the said leaves preferably terminate and are 
united with each other at a point somewhat 
distant from the back piece, A", as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3, so as to prevent the said leaves 
from striking or rubbing against the said 
back piece in the opening and closing of the 
receptacle. The cover B and flap B thereon 
are preferably arranged to overlap the edges 
of the side pieces, A', of the receptacle, so as 
to rest upon said side pieces when the said 
cover is closed. 
In the construction shown in Figs. 2 and 3 

the flap B upon the cover is extended over 
the edge of the bottom A when the cover is 
closed, and the said cover is held in its closed 
position by means of a locking device consist 
ing of a hook, G, pivoted to the bottom A', 
and adapted to engage a loop or eye, G', formed 
by a bent metal strip, G, secured upon the 
cover-flap B by being bent over the said flap 
and held by rivets or otherwise. The metal 
strip G is, as herein shown, bent to form a 
projection, g, adapted to engage the edge of 
the bottom A', and to thereby serve as a sto 
to hold the eye G' in position with reference 
to the edge of the bottom, so as to be properly 
engaged by the hook thereon. 
The receptacle and cover will usually be 

made of pasteboard or other thin material 
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that is to some degree flexible, and the stop or 
projection g is used in connection with the 
hook G or any other fastening device upon the 
bottom and flap to hold the middle part of the 
bottom from being pressed inwardly past the 
edge of the flap when the receptacle is closed. 
In the form of the receptacle shown in Fig. 

1, which is more particularly intended for 
hanging upon a vertical surface, the edge of 
the bottom A is arranged to extend over the 
edge of the flap when the cover is closed, and 
a spring - catch, g, having a projection, g, 
adapted to engage a recess or depression, g, 
in the flap B, is secured to the bottom A', as 
clearly shown in the detail sectional Fig. 4. 
As shown in Figs. 1 and 4, also, a loop or eye, 
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the case were the pockets adjacent to the 
cover horizontal. ... . 

55 

g", is secured to the upper edge of the bottom 
A for: engagement with a stud or nail in sus 
pending the receptacle upon a Wall or other 
vertical surface. 
Neither of the particular forms of fastening 

devices herein shown for securing the flap B. 
to the bottom A is essential in carrying out 
the invention, and any convenient or desira 
ble device may be used for this purpose; or 
any particular fastening device for connecting 
the flap with the receptacle may be dispened 
with, and a tape or string or strings, either at 
tached to the parts of the receptacle or sepa 
rate therefrom, may be used for keeping the 
receptacle closed. - . 
The flap B need not necessarily be attached 

to the cover B, as shown, but may be connected 
with the edge of the bottom. A with advan 
tageous results. The construction shown is 
preferred, however, for the reason that in case 
the cover B and flap B are separately hinged 
to the receptacle the flap would rest over the 
pockets adjacent to the bottom A when closed, 
and would have to be opened or thrown back 
as a separate operation in opening the recep 
tacle. 
When the receptacle described is hung ver 

tically, as shown in Fig. 1, and the cover is 
opened, the latter will fall forward, as shown, 
and thereby retain the several pockets F open 
for the convenient insertion of letters. When 
the receptacle is placed upon a horizontal 
surface, the pockets may be also held open in 
the same manner by placing the receptacle 
with its back A" horizontal and its bottom 
A vertical, and allowing the free edge of the 
cover B to rest upon the surface of the table. 
In case the size of the side pieces or gussets, 
D, or the number of pockets is such that the 
cover, will not freely open so as to resthori 
zontally upon the table or other surface upon 
which the receptacle is supported, the free 
end of the said, cover may be sustained by the 
flap B, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, and the 
main portion A of the receptacle will thereby 
be held against any tendency to fall over upon 
the cover. When the cover B is sustained by 
the flap B in the position last described, also, 
all of the pockets F are presented in a posi 
tion more favorable for the convenient in 
sertion of the papers, therein than would be 

The leaves C, which divide the pockets, 
will usually be provided with suitable index 
letters or characters, which may be.either 
printed or stamped upon the outer margins 
of the covers themselves, as herein shown, or placed upon projecting pieces or tags secured 
to the said leaves in a well-known manner. 

ln index filing-cases as heretofore usually 
constructed it is necessary to shift or move 
index-leaves or other papers previously placed 
in the file, in putting each paper in its proper 
place, and the operation offiling a number 
of papers thus becomes a tedious and lengthy. 
operation. In the use of the receptacle con 

and dirt. 
the file or receptacle a neat and attractive 
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structed as herein described, however, the 
-several index-leaves are held apart or sepa 
rated by the action of the gussets D connected 
therewith, so that all of the pockets are held 
open to receive the papers or letters, where 
by the latter may be readily and quickly as 
sorted and deposited under their appropriate 
letters or headings in the file. 
Another advantage of the construction de 

scribed is that when the receptacle is closed 
the several pockets are covered, and the pa 
pers therein are thereby protected from dust 

The outer case or cover also gives 

appearance, and enables it to be readily han 
idled without liability of displacing the papers 
therein. The file when closed may obviously be 
placed upon one end upon a shelf, like a book, 
or it may be arranged in a cabinet, or stacked 
up with other similar files, and the papers 
therein will in all cases be held properly in 
place and protected from access of dust. 
The sides A and flap B of the receptacle, 
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while convenient for the purposes above 
stated, are obviously not concerned in the re 
sults of greater, convenience and utility ob 
tained by the presence of the pockets F, con 
nected with the case, as described, and my 
invention as set forth in the appended first 
claim is not therefore limited to the precise 
construction of the case herein shown. . 

It is to be understood also that the appended 
claims cover the several parts set forth there 
in when the said parts are in form to obtain 
either, any, or all of the functions or advan 
tages belonging to or obtained by the use of 
said parts in the particular form of the de 
vice shown. 

I claim as... my invention- . . 
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1. A filing-case comprising a box or re 
ceptacle, as A, provided with a wide back or 
bottom, A', and with a side or cover, B, 
hinged to said, back or bottom, a series of in 
dex-sheets, andfolding Webs or gussets at 
tached to the receptacle and cover and to the 
side margins of the sheets, operating to hold 
said leaves apart when the receptacle is open, 
and forming with said leaves a series of pock 
ets for containing the papers 
stantially as described. ', ... 

2. The combination, with the box or, re 
ceptacle comprising a side Wall, A', a back, 
A, and side pieces, A' A', of a cover, B, 
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to be filed, sub 
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higed to the back A, and provided with a 
flap, B, and a series of index-sheets, C, and 
gussets D, forming pockets F, said gussets 
being attached, to the wall A and cover B, 
substantially as described. 
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I affix my signature in presenge 
of two witnesses. 

HENRY W. READE. 
Witnesses: . . . . . . . . 

C. CLARENCE POOLE, 
OLIVER E. PAGIN. 
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