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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, Oriro M. Orte, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at 91 East
Newton avenue, in the city of Jamestown
in the county of Chautauqua and State of
New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Folding Tables, of

which the following, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a speeci-
fication.

The invention relates to folding tables,
and is an improvement on the construction
shown in my former application for Let-
ters Patent filed August 17, 1918, Serial No.
250,802, matured into Patent No. 1,300,861,
dated April 15, 1919; and the improvement
consists in providing a simple table top or
tray suitable for hospital and similar uses
with bent spring rod legs which are remov-
ably hinged to the under side of said top
or tray by means of holding clips or hing-
ing bracket pieces which are so shaped as to
receive said spring legs into and out of hing-
ing engagement for both the attachment and

the removal of said legs, and for holding

said legs in the folded position, the inte-
gral resilience of said legs providing the
expanding holding force within said hing-
ing and latching clips or brackets; and the
invention consists in the novel featureshere
inafter set forth and claimed. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the table in the set-up position show-
ing the preferred form of table top or tray,
and of the spring legs. TFig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the front corner of the top
showing the tubular end of the front roll
with the round headed closure plug there-
in. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the under
side of a corner of the folding table show-
ing the simple form of the hinging or latch-
ing bracket, the spring leg being shown there-
in in the folded position, the set-up position
being shown. in dotted outline with a por-
tion of the leg broken away. Fig. ¢ is a
perspective view of one of the spring legs.
Tig. 5 is a plan view of the under side of
one of the hinging brackets, showing the
construction and arrangement of the same.

Like characters of reference refer to corre-
sponding parts in the several views.

The numeral 10 designates the top or tray
which is preferably made of sheet metal of
sufficient weight to hold the table fop in

form for support upon the legs which are
attached thereto. Said top is also prefer-
ably made in the tray or guarded form to
prevent articles slipping from the top of the
same, particularly when used as a tray. This
form of top also lends itself.to enamecling,
preferably with hard or vitreous coatings
rendering the same hygienic.
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The simple design of the top is shown

having an upwardly extending guard rail
11 extending around three sides of the top,
and a downwardly extending cylindrical roll
12 across the front edge of the same. The
roll 12 has a round headed closure plug 13
in each end to finish the same.

The top 10 is preferably provided with
four legs 14 which are bent 1n any desired
design from the metallic rod, preferably of
spring metal so that each leg 14 will of its
owh resistance spring into and out of a suit-

able holding clip or hinge bracket 15. The.

legs 14 are preferably made in U-shape with
opposite outwardly turned inner ends 16 so
as to engage beneath said holding bracket 15.

In order to hold the leg 14 in hinging
engagement with the under side of the table
top 10, a folding clip or bracket 15 is pro-

* vided having preferably the spaced end por-

tions 17 which are attachable by means of
spot welding to the under side of the sheet
metal top 10.. Each of the ends 17 have a
raised portion 18 about midway across the
end within which the outwardly turned ends
of the legs 14 may be inserted. The two
end portions 17 are connected lengthwise by
the raised or bridging portion 19 which has
the downwardly extending part 20 to bear
against the under side of the sheet metal
top 10 and so support the bridging connect-
ing portion 19 preventing its being bent out
of shape. '

The supporting portion 20 of the raised

connection 19 is shortened by the spaced

openings 21 into which the upper ends of
the spring legs 14 are inserted in the folded
position, that is, flat against the under side
of the top 10, cut-away openings 22 be-
ing provided in the downwardly extending
part 20 to permit the insertion of the out-
wardly extending inner ends 16 -of the legs
14 to enter the raised portion 18 of the
clips 15. The prick points or bosses 23 are
provided in the raised sides of the ends 17
which form the outer walls of the openings
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. 2

21 has oppositely facing' inward engage-

10

ments beneath which the spring legs 14

automatically lock when in the folded posi-
tion, and from beneath which said legs may
be sprung by merely lifting the same away
from the table top 10, the spring legs 14
springing intc the outwardly curved or
notched openings 24 of the ends of the clips
15. 1t is apparent that the clip 15 may be
attached by means of spot welding or other
attaching means to the under side of the

- top 10 and the spring leg 14 may be com-

15

" 20

pressed sufficiently to insert through. the
openings 22 which are sufficient to admit
the out-turned ends 16 at each side, and that
said legs will spring out into the up-turned
or looped portions 18 thereby hinging and
locking said legs in the folded position. In
order to set up said legs, they are merely
lifted, thereby springing the opposite sides

‘of the resilient legs inwardly and escaping

from beneath the prick points 23 at each

- side so that they may be raised into the ver-

26

tical position at right angles to the under
side of the top 10, and of their own resili-
ence the arms of the leg 14 will spring out

‘into the notched or outwardly bent parts

24, which are in line with and at right an-

. gles to the upwardly bent parts 18, thereby
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holding said leg
position. _

It is also obvious that all that is neces-
sary to fold the leg 14 is to slightly com-
press the same sufficient to turn said leg out
of the notches or outwardly bent holding
portions 24 so that said legs may be turned
downwardly springing beneath the locking
prick points 23 which hold them in the
folded position. It will be understood that
the holding openings as hereinbefore de-
scribed in the clip 15 for the leg 14 are
so spaced as to hold said legs at a spring
tension in all positions in relation to said
holding clips.

I claim as new:

L In a folding table, a top, spring legs
for said top having out-turned inner ends,
a sheet metal clip on the under side of
sald top having a raised central portion
with spaced recesses mear the ends thereof
to receive said inner ends of said legs, the
end portions of said clip each having
spaced bowed parts at right angles to one
another hLinging said out-turned inner ends
to the under side of said top and to remov-

14 firmly in the set-up

'1,308,774

ably hold said spring legs in the set-up
_position. -

2. In a folding table, a top, spring legs
for said top having out-turned inner ends,
a sheet metal clip on the under side of said
top having a raised central portion with
spaced recesses near the ends thereof to re-
ceive said inner ends of said legs, the end
portions of said clip each having spaced
bowed parts at right angles to one another
to hinge said out-turned inner ends and to
hold said legs in the set-up position, and
oppositely inward engagements on the walls
of said spaced recesses to releasably hold
said spring legs in the folded position. -

3. In 'a_folding table, a top, U-shaped

_spring rod legs for said top each having

oppositely out-turned inner ends, a sheet
metal hinging clip for each of said U-shaped
spring legs having spaced openings therein
shaped to receive said out-turned ends of
said spring legs in hinging engagement
when In the folded position, said hinging
clip having notches 1n the outer sides of
sald spaced openings to receive the outer
sides of said legs to hold the latter in the
erected position, and prick points in the
outer walls of said spaced openings to re-
leasably hold said spring legs in the folded
position, ‘
4. In a folding table, a top, spring rod
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legs for said top each having out-turned

inner ends, a sheet ‘metal hinging clip for

-said out-turned inner ends comprising a

raised bridging central portion having
spaced recesses therein to receive the inner
ends of said spring rod legs therein under
tension and attaching end portions shaped
to hingedly receive said out-turned ends
when attached to said table top, said bridg-
ing portion of said clip extended down to
said table top to support said clip in form,
prick points or bosses on each of said end
portions of said clip to releasably hold said
spring legs'in the folded position, and out-
wardly bent vertical end portions to hold
said spring legs in the erected position sub-
stantially as specified. : o

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in the presence of two witnesses,

OTHO M. OTTE.

Witnesses:
H. A. SanNpsErg,
C. V. Swanson,
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