(No Model.)

-P. BRADY.
CORN SHOCK TIGHTENER.

No. 574,778.

Wifgésse

By ﬁw Alforneys,

. N —
/, S22 ET
2 k M :
B s
THE NORRIS PETERS CO. PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. €. .




10

15

20

25

30

_twine cutting and clutching device.
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Lo all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, PATRICK BRADY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Emporia,
in the county of Lyon and State of Kansas,
have invented a new and useful Corn-Shock
Tightener, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

Myinvention relates to meansfor compress-
ing and holding eorn-shocks in a compressed
condition during the tying thereof, and the
object in view is to provide a simple and effi-
cient device including a compressing-rope
and means for holding or clamping the same
and a cutter and coodperating clutch adapted,
respectively, to detach the tied portion of a
cord and engage the extremity of the contin-
uous portion.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following deserip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a tightener embodying my invention
applied in the operative position to a shock.
Fig. 2 is a detail view in perspective of the
Fig. 3is
a detail view of the tightener inverted to show
the means for gniding and clamping the com-
pressing-rope. )

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

' responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
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1 designates a base constituting a weight to
facilitate the extension of the tightening-rope
2 around a shock and avoid the necessity of
carrying the same therearound, said rope be-
ing attached in any suitable manner to one
end of the base or weight, as by extending
the same through an opening 3 therein and
providing it with a terminal enlargement.
The free end of the tightening-rope is carried

- around a direction-pulley 4, which is disposed
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between the planes of the base and a cheek-
plate 5, and arranged contiguous to the pulley
is a rope-clamp consisting of approximately
parallel spring-loops 6, between which the
free end of the rope is adapted to be forced
to prevent slacking of the rope after the shock
has been compressed thereby. Hence inoper-
ation the end of the rope which is attached
to the base or weight is carried around the

‘left to the right.

shock by throwing the base or weight from
the left toward the right as the operator ap-
proaches the shock, after which the free end
of the rope is carried around the direction-
pulley and is drawn taut until the shock
reaches the desired compression, when the
rope is engaged between the loops or jaws
forming the clamp.

In connection with the above construction
I employ a twine-cluteh consisting of a plate
7, secured to the base or weight and having
a serrated upper edge and a pivotal plate 8,
mounted upon the fixed plate and provided
witha handleor finger-hold 9, the engagement;
of the free end of the tying-twine 10 being
accomplished by placing it across the upper
serrated edge of the stationary plate of the
clutch when the movable plate thereof is in
the elevated position indicated in Fig. 2 and
then pressing said movable plate downwardly
to the position illustrated in Fig. 1 to engage
the end of the twine between the two plates.

Arranged contiguous to and adapted to be
operated by the same means as the cluteh is
a cutter consisting of a fixed blade 11 and a
pivotal blade 12, the latter being attached to
the handle 9, whereby the twine clutch and
cutter are operated simultaneously.

After compressing the shock in the manner
above described and securing the free end of
the rope in the clamp provided for that pur-
pose the twine is tied around the shock and
the continunous portion thereof beyond the
knot is extended between the knife-blades
and over the stationary clutch-plate from the
The depression of the han-
dle or finger-hold then severs the twine and
simultaneously engages the extremity of the
continuous portion of the twine between the

_clutch -plates, whereby when the base or

weightissubsequently thrown around a shock
to extend the rope therearound the free end
of thetwineis also extended around theshock
to avoid the necessity of carrying the same.
Thus the extension of the rope and twine
around a shock is accomplished at one opera-
tion, after which the shock is tied by drawing
the rope and securing it, and subsequently
the twine is tied and cut, the operation of
cutting securing the free end of the continu-
ous portion of the twine in condition for sub-
sequent extension around another shock.
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The construction above described avoids
the necessity of carrying the rope and twine
around the shock to be tied and also avoids
the necessity of employing a separate knife
or cutter for severing the twine, and thereby
materially facilitates the operation of secur-
ing the shock.

In order to facilitate the carrying of a ball
of twine by the operator, I preferably employ
a sack 13, adapted to be arranged under the
left arm and provided with a securing-strap
14 to pass over the right shoulder; but any
equivalent means may be employed for this
purpose.

In order to hold the combined cutter and
cluteh in its closed position, I employ a trans-
verse friction-pin 13 to engage a beveled face
14 on the stationary clutch-plate 7.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construection may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Ilaving deseribad my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a shock-tightener, the combination
with a rope, of a weight attached to one end
of the rope and carrying a direction-pulley,
and a rope-clamp arranged upon the weight
and consisting of contiguous approximately
parallel spring-metal loops between which the
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free end of the rope is adapted to be passed
to secure a shock at the desired compression,
substantially as specified.

2. In a shock-tightener, the combination
with a rope, of a weight attached to one end
of the ropeand carryingarope-clamp, a twine-
cutter carried by the base, and a twine-clutch
mounted upon the weight and adapted to en-
gage the free end of the twine whereby the
latter may be extended around a shock si-
multaneously with the rope, substantially as
specified. ’

3. In a shock-tightener, the combination
with a rope, of a weight secured to one end
of the rope and carrying a rope-clamp, and a
combined twine cutting and clutching device
including a fixed blade and a fixed parallel
plate, a pivotal blade, and a pivotal clutch-
plate cooperating with the fixed plate, said
pivotal blade and clutch-plate being con-
nected for simultaneous operation to a com-

mon handle or finger-hold, substantially as

specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

PATRICK BRADY.
Witnesses:
II. A. Loy,
B. C. Havs.
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