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1. 
This invention relates to detachable shoulder 

pads of the type worn by women under dresses 
and provides an improved detachable shoulder 
pad adapted to be fastened to the shoulder strap 
of a slip or a brassière or both. The invention 
also provides an insert which may be incorpo 
raed in any pad to increase wearing comfort and 
to create a detachable shoulder pad of Substan 
tially any style desired. 
This application is a continuation-in-part of 

my application Serial No. 178,066 which was filed 
on August 7, 1950, and which is now abandoned. 

Shoulder pads are worn inside dresses to 
change the shoulder contour, and may be of the 
permanent type, which are permanently fastened 
inside the dress, or of the detachable type, which 
are fastened either to the dress or to the shoulder 
strap of an undergarment. The permanent type 
of shoulder pad offers disadvantages, since it 
should be removed for proper laundering. The 
detachable shoulder pads heretofore have been 
insecure and uncomfortable, especially when they 
are fastened to the shoulder strap of an under 
garment. 

I have developed improvements in detachable 
shoulder pads of the type which affixes to the 
shoulder straps of undergarments. The shoulder 
pads of my invention are comfortable and at the 
same time Secure. 
In brief, my invention contemplates the com 

bination in a detachable shoulder pad which 
comprises two projections. On that portion of the 
pad which is adjacent the neck of the Wearer and 
extending parallel to the main plane of the pad, 
one above the other. At least the lower of the 
two projections is itself padded and means are 
provided for fastening the outside ends of the 
two projections together. In use, the lower pro 
jection of the shoulder pad is slipped under the 
shoulder straps of the undergarments, Such as a 
slip and a brassiere and then the outside ends 
of the two projections are fastened together, for 
example by a mating Snap fastener, with one 
member of the snap fastener, say the male men 
ber, disposed on the upper surface of the lower 
projection and the other member of the snap fas 
tener, say the female member, in a natching 
position on the under Surface of the upper pro 
jection. 

Preferably, the two projections match each 
other, i.e. of the same size and shape, with their 
outside edges adjoining each other when the two 
projections are placed together. Moreover, it is 
preferable to So shape the matching projections 
that they taper toward their outside ends, i. e. 
toward theneck of the Wearer. 
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In the preferred form of the shoulder pad of 
my invention, I provide means in the gap be 
tween the two projections for preventing the 
shoulder pad from slipping on the strap. Thus, 
for example, a sheet of rubber (or other material 
having a high coefficient with respect to the rib 
bOn of which the strap is composed) is disposed 
between the two projections of the shoulder pad. 
Preferably, the upper face of the lower projec 
tion and the lower face of the upper projection 
are provided with such “non-skid leaves.' 

Preferably, the non-skid leaves are provided 
With ribs running transversely to the shoulder 
strap and made of a pliable material with a high 
coefficient of friction, for example rubber or some 
other elastomer. If desired, both of the projec 
tions may be provided with such ribs, which 
should be staggered so that the ribs of the upper 
projection come between the ribs on the lower 
projection when the two projections are fastened 
together. The pliable non-skid ribs are particu 
larly desirable, since they effectively prevent, the 
shoulder pad from slipping off the shoulder. 

By padding at least the lower of the two pro 
jections, greater comfort is assured to the 
Wearer. 

In an alternative embodiment of the invention, 
I provide a pair of tapes secured at their ends 
to and extending between the two projections of 

80 the shoulder pad. The units of the mating snap 
fastener are secured to the respective tapes, and 
a multiple point Staple is employed on one of the 
tapes to engage the shoulder strap of a slip or a, 
brassière and prevent the pad from slipping on 
the strap. 

If desired, the latter embodiment of the inven 
ition may be constructed in the form of an insert 
which may be sewed to virtually any shoulder 

40 pad in order to convert the pad to a detachable 
type. Preferably the lower side of the insert 
should be padded so as to increase wearing com 
..fort. 

These and other aspects of my invention Will 
45 be understood more thoroughly in the light of the 

following detailed description taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawing in which: 

Fig. 1 is a pictorial view illustrating shoulder 
3pads of my invention in place on a wearer; 

50 Fig.2 is a plan view of one form of the shoulder 
paid of my invention; 

Fig. 3 is a section taken through the shoulder 
pad of Fig.2 along the line 3-3; 

iFig. 4 is another section taken through the 
55 shoulder pad of Figs. 2 and 3 along the line 4-4 

of the latterfigure; 
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Fig. 5 is a plan view of another modification of 
the shoulder pad of my invention; 

Fig. 6 is an end view of the shoulder pad of 
Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of an alternative embodi 
ment of the shoulder pad of my invention; 

Fig. 8 is a section taken through the shoulder 
pad of Fig. 7 along the line 8-8; 

Fig. 9 is an oblique view of the multi-point 
Staple which is employed in the shoulder pad 
shown in Fig. 8: 

Fig. 10 is a view of the lower side of an insert 
which may be sewed to a shoulder pad to con 
vert the pad to a detachable type; and 

Fig. 11 is a section taken through the insert 
of Fig. 10 along the line - . 

Referring to Fig. 1, a pair of detachable shoul 
der pads 3, are disposed on the shoulders of 
the wearer and held in place by the shoulder 
straps 2, 3 of a slip A. The shoulder pad 
of Fig. 1 is shown in greater detail in Figs. 2, 3 
and 4. in plan, the pad is shaped generally like 
half of an ellipse and is formed from an elliptical 
piece of cloth 5 folded over on itself to enclose 
a padding 6 of cotton, wool or other fiber. The 
outer end of the pad contains the most pad 
ding material and this is gradually tapered down 
to a thin portion 8 about midway into the other 
end of the pad. The inside end of the pad is 
formed by two tapered matching projections 9, 
20 which lie generally parallel to the main plane 
of the pad and are formed of multiple layers of 
fabric, so that the projections are themselves 
padded. Thus, as shown in Fig. 3, both the up 
per projection and the lower projection are com 
posed of multiple layers of soft cloth. 
As shown in Fig. 2, the entire structure is 

quilted by parallel seams which run from the 
outside end to the inner or tapered end of the 
pad, the projections as well as the thicker part 
of the pad being thus quilted. 
The upper projection of the shoulder pad is 

provided with a male member 2 of a snap fas 
tener, the matching female member 22 being 
disposed in the lower projection with its cavity 
opening upward. The two projections are 
adapted to be Snapped together over a shoulder 
strap, say the shoulder strap 3 of Fig. 1. 

If desired, two Snap fasteners may be employed 
as shown in Fig. 2 or a single Snap fastener may 
be used as shown in Fig. 5. In either case, it is 
desirable to employ at least One non-skid leaf 23 
of material such as rubber. Preferably two non 
skid leaves 23, 24 are employed, one being dis 
posed on the lower side of the upper projection 
adjacent the point of contact with the shoulder 
strap and the other in a matching position on the 
upper side of the lower projection. 
As shown in Fig. 4, I prefer to employ non 

skid members 23, 24 having raised ribs 25, 25A, 
25B, 26, 25A, 26B. These ribs run transverse to 
the axis of the shoulder strap between the snap 
fastener and the point where the two projections 
come together, so that the shoulder strap is dis 
posed between them and crosses the ribs more 
or less at right angles. 
As shown in Fig. 4, it is desirable that the ribs 

on the upper projection be offset from the ribs 
On the lower projection. I have found that in 
this way greater security from slippage is ob 
tained. 

Preferably, the ribs are formed integrally on 
a cloth tape backing which is sewed to the pro 
jections as shown particularly in Fig. 4. 
The shoulder pad of Figs. 5 and 6 is substan 
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4. 
tially the same as that of Figs. 2, 3 and 4, save 
that the pad is made concave, So as to fit the 
shoulder, this being accomplished by means of a 
stiffener fabric (not shown). The pad of Figs. 5 
and 6 also differs in that the quilting runs across 
the pad rather than along the pad, and only a 
single snap fastener is employed to hold the two 
projections of the pad together when the pad is 
In Se. 
The embodiment of the shoulder pad shown 

in Figs. 7 and 8 is easier to construct than the 
pads described above, and it provides a more 
positive grip on the shoulder strap of the Wearer. 
The pad is shaped generally like half of an 

ellipse, and it is concave so as to fit the shoulder 
Of the wearer. The shoulder pad is formed from 
a padding 48, which is preferably foam rubber, 
and a Stiffener fabric 42 which maintains the 
padding 80 so that its lower surface is concave. 
The padding 4) and the stiffener 42 are en 

closed at the top by a piece of cloth 44, and at 
the large end and underneath by the cloth 46 
which is preferably two pieces of cloth sewed 
together along the center of the pad so as to 
provide a close fitting enclosure for the pad. 
The portion of the shoulder pad which is to be 

located adjacent the neck of the wearer has two 
projections, A8. and 56, disposed one above the 
other, With the tapered end of the padding 4) 
extending into the upper projection 48. 

Padding 52, which is preferably foam rubber, 
is provided in the lower projection 50. The pad 
ding 52 is cemented to the padding 40 at 53. 
The inner portions of the projections 48 and 

5 are closed by two pieces of cloth 58 and 60 
which are sewed together at a seam 62, and are 
Sewed to the coverings 44 and 46 at the seams 
64 and 65. 
A pair of tapes) and 2 are secured to the ad 

joining Surfaces of the two projections at the 
searins 62, 64 and 66, so that the tapes 16 and 72 
are coextensive. The two nating portions of a 
fastener 4 are attached to the respective tapes 
79 and 2 So that the tapes can be fastened to 
gether with a shoulder strap passing between 
them. A multipoint staple 76, which is secured 
to the lower tape 72, is located between the fas 
tener 14 and the seam 62. 
The staple 6 has a plurality of pointed pro 

jections which extend toward the upper tape T 
for engaging the shoulder strap of the under 
garments of the wearer. The staple 26, which is 
shown in greater detail in Fig. 9, is of triangu 
lar shape, and the pointed projections extend 
through the lower tape 72. The pointed projec 
tions located at the three corners of the staple 
are bent over so as to secure the staple to the 
lower tape f2. 

If desired, the inner portions of the projections 
48 and 50 may be fabricated in the form of a uni 
tary insert which may be sewed to the body of 
the shoulder pad shown in Figs. 7 and 8. Also, 
Such an insert may be sewed to virtually any 
shoulder pad in order to convert the pad to a 
detachable type. 

FigS. 10 and 11 show Such an insert. The two 
pieces of cloth 58 and 69 which provide the ad 
joining Surfaces of the projections are sewed to 
gether along one side at 62, with the tapes 10 
and 72 extending between the pieces of cloth at 
the Sean 62. The other ends of the tapes 70 and 
72 are Secured to the two pieces of cloth at the 
seams 8 and 82. 

Preferably, the padding 52 is secured to the 
cloth 60 with cement. 
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Thus, the insert shown in Figs. 10 and 11 is a 
unit which can be sewed to almost any type of 
shoulder pad. In order to convert a non-detach 
able type shoulder pad into a detachable type, 
the inner end portion of the shoulder pad is 
ripped open and the insert shown in Figs. 10 
and 11 is placed in the opening. The insert is 
then Sewed to the outer coverings of the shoulder 
pad, as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, and if necessary 
the cloth of the insert is trimmed so as to con 
form with the outline of the shoulder pad. 
The arrangement employing two tapes secured 

at their outer ends to the adjoining surfaces of 
the two projections, as shown in Figs, 7 to 11, for 
carrying the fastener and the staple is of simple 
but durable construction. 
The shoulder pads of my invention are dur 

able, relatively inexpensive, and much more 
comfortable and Secure than shoulder pads 
heretofore designed to be attached to shoulder 
straps of Women's undergarments. They may 
be put on and removed with great ease by the 
Wearer and are easy to launder. Moreover, they 
may be used with a variety of costumes. 
I claim: 
1. In a detachable shoulder pad, the combina 

tion which comprises two projections on that 
portion of the pad which is adjacent the neck 
of the Wearer and disposed one above the other 
with the padding of the main body of the 
shoulder pad extending into the upper projec 
tion, additional padding being located in the 
lower projection, a pair of tapes secured to the 
adjoining surfaces of the two projections, means 
Secured to the two tapes for fastening the tapes 
together with a shoulder strap passing between 
them, and means secured to the lower tape. and 
located between the fastening means and the 
main body of the pad for engaging the shoulder 
strap and Securing the pad to the strap in re 
Sponse to the pressure of the strap. 

2. An insert for use in a shoulder pad com 
prising two pieces of material of approximately 
triangular shape located one above the other 
and Secured together along one side, a fastener 
Secured to the two pieces of material and located 
intermediate said one side and the junction be 
tween the other sides of the pieces of material, 
a staple Secured to one of the pieces of material 
and located intermediate said one side of the 
piece of material and the fastener, the staple 
having at least one projection extending toward 
the other piece of material, and a pad secured 
to the Outer side of one of the pieces of material 
and being at least coextensive with the staple. 

3. An insert for adapting a shoulder pad to be 
Secured to and detached from a shoulder strap, 
comprising two pieces of cloth located one above 
the other and secured together along one side, 

10 
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between the pieces of cloth from the sides thereof 
which are joined together, a fastener having 
mating sections respectively secured to the tapes, 
and means for engaging a shoulder strap Secured 
to one of the tapes and located intermediate the 
fastener and the end of the tape which is ad 
jacent the sides of the pieces of cloth which are 
Secured together. 

4. The insert of claim 3 further including a 
pad secured to the outer side of one of the pieces 
of material and being at least coextensive with 
the shoulder Strap engaging means. 

5. An insert for adapting a shoulder pad to 
be Secured to and detached from a shoulder 
strap, comprising two pieces of cloth of Substan 
tially triangular shape located one above the 
other and secured together along one side, a . 
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a pair of tapes respectively secured to the pieces so 
of cloth at the ends of the tapes and extending 

pair of tapes secured to the respective pieces of 
cloth at the ends of the tapes and extending 
Substantially along the axes of the pieces of cloth 
between the sides of the pieces of cloth which 
are Secured together and the junctions between 
the other two sides of the pieces of cloth, a 
fastener having mating sections respectively se 
cured to the tapes, a staple secured to one of 
the tapes and located intermediate the fastener 
and the end of the tape which is adjacent the 
sides of the pieces of cloth which are secured 
together, the staple having a plurality of pointed 
projections extending toward the other tape, and 
a resilient pad Secured to the outer side of the 
piece of material to which the tape carrying the 
staple is secured. 

6. In a detachable shoulder pad, the combina 
tion which comprises two projections on that 
portion of the pad which is adjacent the neck 
Of the Wearer and disposed One above the other, 
at least the lower of the two projections being 
padded, means for fastening the outer ends of 
the two projections together, a pair of tapes se 
cured to the adjoining surfaces of said two pro 
jections, and a staple Secured to One of the tapes 
and having a plurality of projections extending 
toward the other tape for engaging a shoulder 
Strap and Securing the pad to the strap in re 
sponse to the pressure exerted by said two pro 
jections when their outer ends are fastened to gether. 

MURRIET, V. JURICH. 
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