WO 2006/108142 A2 |0 |00 00 0 00O OO A

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

B

G
)

2
&

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization (3
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
12 October 2006 (12.10.2006)

) I OO A O

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2006/108142 A2

(51) International Patent Classification:
A47] 27/14 (2006.01)

(21) International Application Number:
PCT/US2006/013023

(22) International Filing Date: 6 April 2006 (06.04.2006)

(25) Filing Language: English

(26) Publication Language: English
(30) Priority Data:
60/668,923 6 April 2005 (06.04.2005) US
(71) Applicant: CONAIR CORPORATION [US/US]; One
Cummings Point Road, Stamford, Connecticut 06902

(US).

(72) Inventor; and

(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only): RUTIGLIANO, Ger-
ard, A. [US/US]; 54 Prospect Street, Ridgefield, Connecti-
cut 06877 (US).

(74) Agent: CRUZ, Lawrence, A.; CONAIR CORPORA-
TION, One Cummings Point Road, Stamford, CT 06902
(US).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN,
CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI,
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE,
KG, KM, KN, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV,
LY, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NG, NI,
NO, NZ, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG,
SK, SL, SM, SY, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US,
UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW.
(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Burasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV, MC, NL, PL, PT,
RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA,
GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:
without international search report and to be republished
upon receipt of that report

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(54) Title: DUAL COFFEE MAKER

(57) Abstract: A dual coffee maker (10)
has a base (12), to support two containers
(20, 22) side- by-side. A coffee filter
section (24) accommodates one of either :
the dual basket filter element (26) or a pair
of filter baskets (28, 30). The dual basket
filter element (26) has two basket sections
(32, 34) joined by a bridge (36) for easy
handling. Each section (32, 34) can be
filled with a distinct beverage substance
such as regular or decaffeinated coffee,
tea, etc.



WO 2006/108142 PCT/US2006/013023
DUAL COFFEE MAKER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
This application is related to and claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Application 60/668,923, filed on 04/06/2005..

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to coffee makers and, more particularly, to coffee
makers suited for brewing coffee from pre-packaged coffee filter packets and having dual
brev@zing stations to individually and selectively brew coffee simultaneously into two

separate containers.

Description of Related Art

Various known coffee makers exist in which dual coffee brewing stations are
side-by-side in order to brew coffee, or another hot beverage, and deliver the coffee into
two separate containers. Some designs provide dual container stations that receive a hot
beverage from a common brew source, and thus are limited to the single type of
beverage.

OBJECTS AND BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a dual coffee maker with the
ability to brew two separate beverages at the same time. For example, one side of the
coffee maker can brew regular coffee and the other can brew decaffeinated coffee. Or,
the other side can brew tea or hot cocoa. These and other objects are achieved by the
invention described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a dual coffee maker according to the present
invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of coffee filter baskets according to the present
invention.

Fig. 3. is an exploded view of the dual coffee maker according to the present

invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE
INVENTION
As shown in Fig. 1, a dual coffee maker (10) according to the present invention
has a base (12), a housing (14), and a top (16). A container platform (18) may be
heatable and is designed to support two containers (20, 22) side-by-side. A coffee filter
section (24) accommodates one of either : the dual basket filter element (26) or a pair of
filter baskets (28, 30).

The coffee maker (10) is of the type generally known and may be varied without
departing from the scope of the novel features presented herein. Those novel features
include the dual basket filter element (26), which has two basket sections (32, 34) joined
by a bridge (36) for easy handling. Each section (32, 34) can be filled with a distinct
beverage substance such as regular or decaffeinated coffee, tea, etc. The element (26) is
slid into a slotted portion of a type generally known in single-basket coffee makers,
whereby its flange section (38) engages the slot. The pair of baskets (28, 30) may be
used instead of the dual basket filter element (26). The baskets (28, 30), as well as the
basket sections (32, 34) of the dual basket element (26), each have an opening in the
bottom to allow a hot brewed beverage to drip out and into the containers (20, 22).

The coffee maker (10) heats water by conventional means and delivers it to a
spout, as is known in conventional coffee makers, so that the heated water is delivered
into the pair of baskets (28, 30) of the dual filter element (26). Pre-packaged coffee filter
packets may be used or filters in which the beverage is manually loaded may be used.
Also, it is possible to simply deliver heated water into one or both containers (20, 22).

Another novel aspect of the invention is a diverter valve, which may be any
conventional construction, which is associated with a diverter switch (32) to selectively
deliver heated water to one filter side or both filter sides, by being adapted to block water
flow to one side.

While the preferred embodiment of the present invention has been herein
described, various modification may be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

CLAIMS
WHAT IS CLAIMED 1IS:
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1) An appliance for brewing a beverage, said appliance comprising

a housing;

a water reservoir for receiving water;

an electric heating element for generating heat and causing said water to be
heated;

a conduit through which said water moves away from said reservoir after it is
heated;

a spout from which said heated water exits said conduit;

at least one beverage substance container for holding beverage substances near
said spout so that water exiting said spout enters said container and mixes with said
substances to form a brewed beverage, said container having at least two distinct
compartments for holding, respectively, at least two distinct beverage substances therein,
each said compartment being separated from the other by at least one wall so that said
respective substances do not mix; and

at least one opening in the bottom of each said compartment for enabling said
brewed beverage to exit therefrom.
2) An appliance according to claim 1, wherein

said container is removably mounted in said housing.
3) An appliance according to claim 2, wherein

said container is removably mounted in said housing for sliding movement
relative thereto to facilitate insertion and removal.
4) An appliance according to claim 1, further comprising

a beverage container support surface for supporting a plurality of beverage
containers up to a number of beverage containers corresponding to the number of said
compartments.
5) An appliance according to claim 1, further comprising

a diverter valve to selectively direct water to exit from said spout into one of said

compartments at a time.
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