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1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. m Claims Nos.: 4313:15 (aH partia]]y)
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.
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3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this Internationa! Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1,5-12,14-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
quinhydrone / tetrahydroxy-1,4-quinone hydrate /
3,4-dihydroxa-9,10-diooxo-2-anthracenesul fonic acid, sodium
salt monohydrate

2. claims: 1,5-12,14-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at Teast one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
1,4-dihydroxybenzene-5-sulfonic acid, potassium salt /
4-toluenesulfonic acid, sodium salt

3. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at Teast one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
3,5-dimethoxyphenol / 1,3-dihydroxynaphthalene /
phloroglucinol dihydrate / 1,3-dihydroxybenzene /
1,3-dihydroxy-5-methoxybenzene /1,2,4-trihydroxybenzene /
1,2,3-trihydroxybenzene / 1,2-dihydroxybenzene
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

4. claims: 1-16 (all partially, except 3 that is complete)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell

having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
4,6-dihydroxy pyrimidine / 2,4,5-trihydroxypyrimidine /
2,4-dihydroxypyrimidine /4-hydroxypyrimidine /
4,6-dihydroxy-2-methylpirimidine / 2-hydroxypyrimidine
hydrochioride / 4,6-diaminopyrimidine

5. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at Teast one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
3,6-dihydroxypyridazine.

6. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at Teast one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
4-hydroxypyridine / 2,4 dihydroxypyridine /
2-hydroxypyridine / 3-hydroxydypyridine

7. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
N-hydroxysuccinimide,

8. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at Teast one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal jon source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to 1induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell aperating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
glycerol.

9. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal jon source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
methano]

10. claims: 1-2,5-12,14,16 (all partially)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of glucose
/ sucrose

11. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
1,4diazabicyclo(2.2.2)octane.

12. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
pyrazine

13. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially
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An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at Teast one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
Teast one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of urea

14. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at Teast one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
2-amino-2-thiazoline

15. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially)

An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between said anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
methylsulfoxide.

16. claims: 1-2,4-16 (all partially)
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An electrolytic process utilizing an electrolytic cell
having at least one gasevolving anode, at least one cathode,
and an electrolyte solution in contact with said anode and
cathode and comprising an acid, a metal ion source and a
solvent, said process comprising applying an electrical
potential between sajid anode and said cathode to induce
current flow wherein said electrolyte solution contains at
least one organic additive in an amount sufficient to reduce
cell operating potential at constant current, compared to
the same process without such organic additive, said organic
additive being selected from the group consisting of
L-histidine
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Continuation of Box 1.2

Claims Nos.: 4,13,15 (all partially)

Present claims 4,13,15 relate to an extremely large number of possible
products. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a
very small proportion of the compounds/products/apparatus/methods
claimed. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole
of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been
carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be supported
and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the products specically
enumerated in claims 4,13 and 15.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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