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In an internal combustion en-
gine, an NOx absorbent (19) adapted
to absorb NOx when the air-fuel ra-
tio of an entering exhaust gas is low,
and discharge the absorbed NOx when
the oxygen concentration of the enter-
ing exhaust gas is reduced is provided
in an exhaust passage. An SOx ab-
sorbent (18) absorbing SOx when the
air-fuel ratio of an entering exhaust gas
is low, and discharging the absorbed
SOx when the air-fuel ratio of an en-
tering exhaust gas is increased is pro-
vided in the portion of the interior of
the exhaust gas passage which is on
the upstream side of the NOx absorbent
(19). When a lean gaseous mixture is
burnt, SOx is absorbed in the SOx ab-
sorbent (18), and NOx in the NOx ab-

\ 17
182019
VT NI

sorbent (19). When the gaseous mix-
ture is changed from a lean state into a
rich state, SOx is discharged from the
SOx absorbent (18), and NOx from the
NOx absorbent (19).
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