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(54) Title: DISPOSABLE DIAPER AND METHOD FOR PRODUCING DISPOSABLE DIAPER
(G4 REDET  ELMETHEL DRVEMETEL DDEER &

(57) Abstract: This disposable diaper (10) is provided with:
a skin-surface-side sheet (50) disposed at a wearer-skin-con-
tacting surface side; a non-skin-surtace-side sheet (60) dis-
posed at a non-skin-contacting surface side; an absorbent
body (40); a torso-encircling holding section that holds the
disposable diaper to the body of the wearer; and a leg ex-
tending/contracting section (75). The leg extending/contract-
ing section is disposed at the inside in the product widthwise
direction or the inside in the product lengthwise direction
with respect to the diaper edges configuring the outer peri-
phery of the disposable diaper. A portion of the torso-encirc-
ling holding section is disposed at a first region (R1) to the
outside in the product lengthwise direction from the leg ex-
tending/contracting section and/or a second region (R2) to
the outside in the product widthwise direction from the leg
extending/contracting section, and a joining region (65) at
which the skin-surface-side sheet and the non-skin-sur-
face-side sheet are joined is provided along the diaper edges.
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Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X JP 2012-34810 A (Daio Paper Corp.), 1-3,9,10
Y 23 February 2012 (23.02.2012), 4,6-8
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18 August 2011 (18.08.2011),
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& US 2012/0297605 Al & EP 2529715 Al
& WO 2011/093004 Al
Y JP 11-502427 A (Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, 4,6-8
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02 March 1999 (02.03.1999),
page 20, lines 16 to 18
& US 2001/0000370 Al & WO 1996/004873 Al
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|:| See patent family annex.
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filing date

“L”  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)
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“P”  document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

“T”  later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

“X”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive

step when the document is taken alone

“Y”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&”  document member of the same patent family
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specitically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet (continuation of Box No. III).

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The invention set forth in claim 1 and the inventions set forth in
claims 9 and 10 share a common technical feature, that is, a disposable
diaper "comprising a front waistline area, a rear waistline area and
a crotch area that is positioned between the front waistline area and
the rear waistline area; having a product longitudinal direction running
from the front waistline area to the rear waistline area, and a product
width direction orthogonal to the product longitudinal direction; and
being provided with a sheet on the skin facing side that is disposed
on the side to be in contact with the wearer's skin, a sheet on the skin
non-facing side that is disposed on the skin non-facing side of the sheet
on the skin facing side, an absorbent body that is disposed between the
sheet on the skin facing side and the sheet on the skin non-facing side,
crosses the crotch area and extends from the crotch area toward the front
waistline area and/or the rear waistline area, and a leg stretchable
part that is disposed along leg openings provided outside in the product
width direction of the absorbent body and stretchable along the product
longitudinal direction™.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
makeacontributionover thepriorartinthelight of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 1 (paragraphs [0021] to [0025], [0052], fig. 1).

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Accordingly, the following three inventions (invention groups) are
involved in claims.

(Invention 1) claims 1-8

(Invention 2) claim 9

(Invention 3) claim 10

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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