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©  Timber  pole  division. 

©  A  method  of  dividing  a  timber  pole  10  to 
produce  a  plurality  of  wooden  strips,  suitable 
for  use  as  cladding,  fencing  or  the  manufacture 
of  products.  The  pole  is  divided  by  a  number  of 
radial  cuts  11,12  into  a  plurality  of  sector- 
shaped  pieces,  and  then  each  sector-shaped 
piece  is  divided  by  a  further  cut  13  so  as  to 
produce  a  triangular-shaped  strip  14  and  a 
truncated-sector-shaped  strip  15.  The  further 
cut  13  is  disposed  so  that  the  triangular-shaped 
strip  14  is  of  isosceles  cross-sectional  form  and 
the  ratio  of  the  equal  sides  of  that  strip  14  to  the 
radial  sides  of  the  truncated-sector-shaped 
strips  15  may  be  up  to  about  3  A. 
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CH-A-  308  506  (GIAN  FUMM) 
*  page  1,  line  23  -  line  32;  figure  2  * 
*  page  1,  line  32  -  line  38;  figure  3  * 

FR-A-2  218  172  (WEYERHAUSER  COMPANY) 
*  page  7,  line  8  -  line  18;  figure  1  * 
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US-A-2  344  426  (STAMM) 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

The  present  European  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|—  |  All  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Eu Ml  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  ail  claims. 

□  

□  

Only  part  of  the  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  for  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions. 
namely: 

see  s h e e t   -B-  

□  

□  

All  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has 
been  drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

Only  part  of  the  further  search  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  of  which  search  fees  have  been  paid, 

namely  claims: 

None  of  the  further  search  fees  has  been  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report 
has  been  drawn  up  lor  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  the  claims. 

1 - 7  namely  claims: 
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|  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION  A  PRIORI 
The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  application  does  not  comply  with  the  requirement  of  unity  of 
invention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely: 

I n d e p e n d e n t   c l a i m s   1,5  and  7  c o n c e r n   the  m e t h o d  
( c l a i m s   1  and  5)  of  d i v i d i n g   a  t i m b e r   pole   a n d  
the  p r o d u c t   ( c l a i m   7)  e n s u i n g   from  s a i d   m e t h o d  
i . e .   a  m u l t i p l i c i t y   of  u s a b l e   wooden  s t r i p s .  

I n d e p e n d e n t   p r o d u c t   c la im  8  and  d e p e n d e n t   c l a i m s  
9  and  10  c o n c e r n   c l a d d i n g   or  f e n c i n g   and  t h e r e f o r e  
c o n c e r n   a  use  to  which  wooden  s t r i p s   ( p r o d u c e d  
by  any  s u i t a b l e   p r o c e s s   or  method  and  not  e x c l u s i v e l y  
by  the  method  of  c l a i m s   1  or  5)  can  be  p u t .  

The  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s   of  i n d e p e n d e n t  
c l a i m s   1,5  and,  for   as  fa r   as  t h e s e   can  be  d e t e r m i n e d ,  
i n d e p e n d e n t   p r o d u c t   c la im  7  would  appea r   to  b e  
the  same  and  t h e r e f o r e   s a t i s f y   the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of  u n i t y   (Rule  30  EPC)  . 
However,   c l a im   8  has  no  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s  
t h a t   are  e i t h e r   common  or  the  same  or  e v e n  
c o r r e s p o n d   wi th   any  of  the  f e a t u r e s   of  c l a i m s   1 , 5  
and  7  . 
This   is  b e c a u s e   c l a im  8  has  to  be  examined  f o r  
n o v e l t y ,   i n v e n t i v e   s t ep   and  u n i t y   of  i n v e n t i o n  
p u r e l y   wi th   r e g a r d   to  the  p r o d u c t   per  se  and  is  n o t  
r e s t r i c t e d   or  l i m i t e d   by  the  p r o c e s s   of  m a n u f a c t u r e  
(  see  the  G u i d e l i n e s   for  E x a m i n a t i o n   in  the  E u r o p e a n  
P a t e n t   O f f i c e ,   P a r t   C,  C h a p t e r   I I I ,   4 . 7 b ) .  
T h e r e f o r e   c l a i m   8  does  not  f u l f i l   the  r e q u i r e m e n t  
of  Rule  30  EPC  and  A r t i c l e   82  EPC. 

The  s e a r c h   has  been  c o m p l e t e d   for   the  s u b j e c t -  
m a t t e r   f i r s t   m e n t i o n e d   in  the  c l a i m s   ( c l a i m s   1  to  7) 
and  in  view  of  the  s t a t e   of  the   a r t   as  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by  CH-A-  308  50  6  (GIAN  FUMM)  ,  i n d e p e n d e n t   m e t h o d  
c l a i m s   1  and  5  of  the  p r e s e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n   w o u l d  
a p p e a r   to  l ack   n o v e l t y   and  i n v e n t i v e   s t ep   r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

The  s e a r c h   can  a l so   be  e x t e n d e d ,   at  the  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
r e q u e s t ,   to  the  second  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r   ( c l a i m s   8  to  10) 
a f t e r   payment   of  an  a d d i t i o n a l   s e a r c h   f e e .  
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