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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLESTURNER, OF LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN. 
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SPECIFICATION forming part of letters Patent No. 373,109, dated November 15, 1887. 
Application filed January 13, 1886. Serial No. 188,473. (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLESTURNER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at La Crosse, 
in the county of La Crosse and State of Wis 
Consin, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvement in Pipe-Couplings, which is 
fully set forth in the following specification, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw. 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pipe-coupling 
embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a sectional 
view of the same, taken on the line a. a. of Fig. 
1; Fig. 3, a Side elevation of one of the mem 
bers detached; Fig. 4, an end view of the same, 
and Fig. 5 a central longitudinal section of 
the same, taken on a plane corresponding to 
the linea a of Fig. 1. 

Like letters refer to like parts in all the fig 
ures of the drawings. 
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My invention relates to pipe couplings, its 
object being to provide a coupling which shall 
be simple in construction and may be readily 
and rapidly connected and disconnected; and 
to these ends my invention consists in certain 
novel features, which I will now proceed to 
describe, and Will then particularly point out 
in the claim. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
each member A of the coupling consists of a 
head, A, and of a stem, A, the head consist 
ing of a cylindrical enlargement, as shown, 
and the Stein being adapted to receive the 
pipe or tube B, which is secured thereto in 
any suitable manner. An aperture, a, passes 
through the Whole of the coupling and com 
municates with the interior of the pipes which 
are connected thereto. One-half of the wall 
of this aperture is prolonged by means of a 
semi-cylindrical projection, a?, which extends 
out beyond the head of the member, as shown, 
and in the opposite wall is formed a semi-cy. 
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lindrical seat, a, of corresponding dimensions, 
to receive the projection a on the other mem 
ber, which is similarly constructed. To each 
member is hinged a clasp, C, which extends 
entirely across the two heads, as shown, and 
is provided at its extremities with projecting 
flanges c, which catch over the edges of the 
heads A", as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of 
the drawings. 

It will be seen that when the clasps C are 
swung up out of the way the two members of 
the coupling may be readily brought together 
face to face, the projection a on each member 

55 fitting into the corresponding recess a in the 

other member, and thus preventing the coup 
lings from being separated by any lateral mo 
tion or strain and from being rotated the one 
upon the other. The clasps C being then 
brought down so as to embrace the heads, will 
hold the two members of the coupling firmly 
together, the whole forming a tightly-locked 
joint. m 

It will be seen that the parts are simple in 
Construction, and may be connected and dis 
connected with great ease and rapidity. 
The clasps may be made to fit so snugly as 

to hold the two members in position by their 
frictional contact with the head, and to in 
crease this frictional contact the flanges c 
thereof may be spring flanges, if desired. In 
positions where the coupling will be subject to 
violent use any suitable locking device for the 
clasps may be employed, if desired. 
My improved coupling is primarily intended 

for use in connecting the sections of flexible 
pipes or tubes employed to conduct air from 
One railway-car to another-as, for instance, 
in the Ordinary air-brake, or in the ventilating 
apparatus set forth in an application filed by 
me October 15, 1884, Serial No. 145,607. I 
do not wish to be understood, however, as lim 
iting the application of my invention to these 
particular uses, as it evidently is of general 
application. 

I am aware of Letters Patent No. 246,293, 
granted August 30, 1881, to Cooman and Dal 
lard, and I therefore do not wish to be under 
stood as claiming anything set forth in said 
Letters Patent. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The hereinbefore-described pipe. coupling, 

consisting of the two members, each having a 
head, A, provided with internal seats, a, and 
semi-cylindrical projections a?, the said pro 
jections being constructed and arranged to 
fit within the Said seats when the heads are in 
contact, and the clasps C, pivoted to their 
respective members, so as to swing trans 
versely to the length of the coupling, and pro 
vided with flanges c, to catch over the edges 
of the heads, substantially as and for the pur 
poses specified. 

CEHARLES TURNER. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES A. SPIER, 
I. B. CANTERBERY, 
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