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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
LEWIS E, WEBSTER, OF WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

OFFICE AND DOOR, INDICATOR. 

995,46. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 20, 1911. 
Application filed August 29, 1910, Serial No. 579,422. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEWIS E. WEBSTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Wilkes-Barre, in the county of Luzerne and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Office and Door 
Indicators, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to an improved de 

vice whereby the occupant of a room or office 
may indicate his presence or absence, and in 
the latter case the time of his return, for the 
information of any one interested. Its 
principal object is to secure these desired re 
sults by the use of mechanism at Once simple 
in construction, certain in its operation, and 
also adapted for attachment with a mini 
mum of labor. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

features of construction and combinations 
of parts the essential elements of which are 
Set forth in the appended claims and in the 
preferred form of embodiment disclosed in 
the accompanying drawings and description. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
front elevation of the indicator as it appears 
in position on the outside of a room or office 
door; Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the rear 
or setting part of the indicator as it appears 
attached to the inside of the door; Fig. 3 is 
a sectional view taken on the line a--a of 
Fig. 2; and Figs. 4 and 5 are perspective 
views of details of the mechanism. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the stationary dial 

10 is provided with clock divisions, and is 
pierced at 11 and 12 by two segmental open 
ings through which the reading on an inner 
and movable dial 13 may be seen. In the 
position of dial 13 as shown in Fig. 1, the 
words “In’ and “Don’t disturb’ are 
visible. A pointer 14 is movably mounted 
in the center of the dial 10 and is adapted 
to be set in any given position on the dial, as 
for example, to indicate at what time the 
occupant of the room will return. All ad 
justments or manipulation of either indi 
cator must be made from the inner side of 
the door as will presently appear. To this 
effect, as shown in Fig. 3, the parts thus far 
described are protected by a plate glass 
crystal 15 which is mounted in a spun rim 
16 secured to the outer surface of the door 
by Screws 17, and any interference with the 
indicator from without the door is thus pre 
vented. 

The dial 10 is secured to the spun rim 16 
as shown in Fig. 3, in a suitable manner. 
The pointer 14 is attached to the end of a 
spindle 18 which passes through the door. 
The spindle is threaded for the greater part 
of its length, and is also flattened for a part 
of its circumference as shown at 19 in 
Fig. 5. 
As shown in Fig. 2, a stationary dial 20 is 

provided for the inside of the door and is 
mounted concentric with dial 10 by screws 
21 passing through off-set lugs 22, 23, 24 
into the frame of the door. The spindle 18 
passes through dial 20 and at its inner end 
carries a check-nut 25, a pointer 26, a hol 
low member 27 equipped with a solid 
threaded portion 28 adapted to engage the 
Spindle 18. It will be noticed that this con 
struction permits the parts 25, 26 and 27 to 
be moved to any position along the threaded 
part of the spindle and secured at such 
point. Both the pointers 14 and 26 are 
pierced by a circular hole subtended by a 
chord equal in size to the flat upon the 
Spindle, as at 29, Fig. 1, so that the pointers 
can be mounted on the spindle only in the 
Same angular relation. The pointer 14 is 
Secured by a rivet to the spindle, while the 
inside one is clamped between parts 25 and 
2S described above. The inside stationary 
dial 20 is provided with clock divisions so 
disposed that the indications by the pointers 
On the inside and outside dials will be the 
Sale. 

The movable dial 13 bearing the words 
“In “Out’ and other suitable inscriptions 
is mounted on a flange 30, best shown in 
Fig. 4. This flange is carried by one part of 
a revoluble sleeve coupling which surrounds 
the spindle 18 and is independently movable 
thereof. This sleeve is divided longitudi 
nally into quarter sections which are adapted 
to slide or telescope within each other, as 
shown in Fig. 4. This arrangement permits 
the length of the sleeve coupling to be in 
creased or diminished without interfering 
with its turning movement about the spindle 
18. At the inside end of the sleeve is at 
tached a small crank 33 bearing a handle 34. 
The crank 33 projects beyond the dial 20 in 
the clearance space provided by the off-set 
lugs thereon, and is freely movable between 
the lugs 22 and 23, to the positions marked 
“In and “Out’ respectively. Movement 
of this crank moves the dial 13 to a corre 
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sponding position on the outside of the door 
because of the sleeve coupling. 

It will be noticed that the only parts of 
the device passing through the door are the 
spindle 18 and the sliding or telescopic 
sleeves 31 and 32. As the parts 25, 26 and 
27 may be adjusted and fixed at any position 
along the spindle desired, and as the longi 
tudinal adjustment of the sleeve coupling 
takes care of itself, it will be seen that with 
this device, the thickness of the door to 
which it is to be applied is wholly im 
material, and the one device is universal in 
its application. 

In attaching the indicator to a door, a 
single hole is bored, the two stationary dials 
are fastened on each side of the door alined 
with the hole, the sleeves automatically ac 
commodate themselves to the thickness of 
the door, and the knurled thumb-piece 27 is 
adjusted for the same dimension. 

I am aware that it is not new to combine 
a plurality of concentric signal devices on 
the outside of a door; or to combine a single 
dial and pointer on the outside of a door 
with a similar arrangement on the inside, so 
as to prevent unauthorized manipulation; 
but so far as I am aware, I am the first to 
combine a plurality of concentric signal de 
vices which are operable only from the in 
side of the door, and the first to provide 
means whereby the device may be readily at 
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tached to any door regardless of its thick 
eSS. 
What I claim is: 
1. A rotary signal device adapted to be 

mounted on the outer side of a door, a 
threaded spindle fastened thereto and pass 
ing through the door, a thumb-piece formed 
of a nut engaging the threaded spindle and 
a sleeve covering the thread exposed on the 
inner extremity of the spindle, a pointer 
carried by the spindle, and means to fasten 
the thumb-piece and the pointer in any de 
sired position along the threaded portion of 
the spindle, substantially as described. 

2. A rotary signal device adapted to be 
mounted on one side of a door, a crank 
adapted to move said signal device from the 
other side of the door, the said device and 
crank being connected by sleeves having 
tongue and slot joints, a second rotary sig 
nal device concentric with the axis of the 
first, a thumb-piece adapted to move said 
second device from the other side of the 
door, a spindle connecting the said second 
signal device and said thumb-piece, and pro 
vided with means whereby the thumb-piece 
may be affixed to said spindle at any desired 
point along its length. 

LEWIS E. WEBSTER. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT MAGRANE, 
CoRNELIUS J. SHEA. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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