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(57) Abstract: A communication device (100) comprises a parameter setting unit (111) and a communication control unit
(112) for cyclic communications in which the communication device (100) transmits, to a plurality of slave stations, data
including first data and second data that is different from the first data and that has a lower priority of being transmitted
in real time than the first data. Before commencement of the cyclic communications, the parameter setting unit (111) sets
beforchand a number n of partitions into which the second data is to be partitioned. The communication control unit (112)
transmits the first data to a first slave station in one cyclic period; partitions the second data into the number n of partitions;
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and transmits the second data to a second slave station in such a manner that the second data as partitioned are transmitted
separately in respective cyclic periods the number of which is equal to the number n of partitions. Before transmitting the
second data, the communication control unit (112) transmits, to the second slave station, data indicating the number n of
partitions sct by the parameter setting unit (111).
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