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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A dispensing device for use with shelving having a
vertically standing rib transverse to a shelf on which it is
placed. A slider having a stock platform and a pushing
plate is slidably connected to the rib by a channel member
attached to the slider and in which the rib is disposed for
sliding movement.
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The present invention relates to dispensing apparatus for
shelving, and more particularly, to an improvement di-
rected to the simplicity and economy of such a device.

The prior art has seen the development of shelving sep-
arators which function to dress bottled or canned goods
to the front position of a shelf, but these devices have
never seen significant commercial success, primarily be-
cause of their unit cost and the expense of installation.

It is, therefore, the object of this invention to provide
- asliding product dispenser characterized by its simplicity
of construction and its economy.

The second object is derivative from the first; more par-
ticularly, the objective is to provide a shelving attachment
which is easy to install and to move from one position to
another and which is especially adapted for use with light
weight goods such as those found in drug stores and the
like.

A preferred form of the device will be described in de-
tail and reference will be made to the following drawings in
which:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevation view of the shelf dispenser
with a phantom view representing an advance position of
the slider.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view taken to the op-
posite side to that of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the shelf dispenser.

FIGURE 4 is a front end view of the dispenser,

FIGURE 5 is a rear end view thereof.

The dispensing apparatus is generally referred to by
reference numeral 5 and is shown in FIGURE 1 in posi-
tion on a shelf 6, preferably one having a metallic struc-
ture. A rail or base member 7 may be best seen in FIG-
URES 3 and 4 and may be constructed from sheet ma-
terial to form a base plate 8 with a centrally disposed up-
standing rib 10. The rib 10 forms a rail upon which the
sliding member 12 is mounted. The base plate 8 is de-
signed to be attached to the upper surface of the shelf
by magnetic bars 13, provided of course, that the shelf
is of magnetic material. Conventional wooden shelving
would still require that the base plate 8 be fastened by
screws or the like. Where the metal shelving is of woven
wire or grate type, rubber feet attached to the base plate
may ibe pressed into the openings of the shelving to secure
the apparatus in place.
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The sliding member is provided with a retainer strip 14
fastened to the side 15 of the slider in order to form a
groove 16 in which the rail 10 is disposed for sliding en-
gagement. To form a seat for the last shelf item 20, a small
platform 21 is formed so as to extend laterially and hori-
zontally from the side 15. Extending upwardly from the
rearmost edge of the platform 21 is a push plate 25 adapted
to engage the last shelf item 20 and push it into an advance
position on the shelf 6 as the goods are removed there-
from.

In operation, a number of dispensers may be placed side
by side on a shelf. Each is loaded with merchandise by
placing the packaged goods next to the side 15 and resting
on the portion of the base 8 directly thereunder. As the
packages are removed from the shelf, the more rearwardly
placed goods are advanced to the front of the shelf by pull-
ing the sliding member forward.

Having thus described the several useful and novel fea-
tures of the shelf dispenser of the present invention in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, it will be seen
that the many worthwhile objectives for which it was de-
signed have been achieved. Although but a few of the
several possible embodiments of the invention have been
illustrated and described herein, I realize that certain ad-
ditional modifications may well occur to those skilled in
the art within the broad teaching hereof; hence, it is my
intention that the scope of protection afforded hereby shall
be limited only insofar as said limitations are expressly
set forth in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A dispensing device for use with shelving comprising;

a flat base member having a raised rib centrally thereof;

a slider comprising a vertical side disposed adjacent said
rib and having a platform portion and a follower
attached to the said vertical side; and

a retainer strip attached to the vertical side and parallel
with said base member and forming a channel in
which said rib is disposed.

2. The combination of claim 1 and further including

a magnetic foot attached to the underside of the base mem-
ber.

3. A shelving and dispensing apparatus including;

a horizontal shelf;

a single track forming upstanding rib attached to the
shelf and disposed in transverse relation thereto;

a vertical plate transverse to the rib and perpendicular
to the shelf, said plate having means attaching it to
the rib for slidable movement longitudinally of the
rib.
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