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8 Claims.

This invention relates to a movable cover for
a cabinet and more particularly to such a cover
for cabinets containing household appliances, as
well as for kitchen ranges, and the like, having
a displaceable top cover adapted to conceal a
heating or other utility unit therein.

The object of the invention is to provide a
movable top cover comprising a body section
hinged at its front margin to a front section and
at its rear margin to a compartment of the
cabinet, said cover being provided with counter-
balancing means so as to retain the cover in
either its open or closed position.

Another object of the invention is to p10v1de
such a cover wherein the cover is provided with
means for controlling movement of the front
section so as to maintain the section in its nor-
mal position when the cover is raised or lowered
and during such movements of the cover.
 Another object of the invention is to provide
a cover as described wherein the control means
for operating the front section of the cover are
concealed within the cabinet when the cover is
in its closed position.

Another object of the invention is to provide :

a cover as described wherein the front and body
sections of the cover are maintained in a hori-
zontal plane in its closed position to thereby
serve as a work space and, in its raised position,
adapted to position the body section in a vertical
plane while maintaining the front section in a
horizontal plane to thereby effect a considerable
shortening of the length of the cover whereby
overhead cupboards may be mounted in position
above the cabinet, the raised cover facilitating
their ready accessibility by the housewife.

The invention consists of the novel construc-
tions, arrangements and devices to be herein~
after described and claimed for carrying out the
above stated objects and such other objects as
will' appear from the following description of a
certain preferred embodiment illustrated in the
accompanying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a kitchen cabinet
and overhead cupboard unit embodying the cover
construction and control means therefor of the
bresent invention;

Pig. 2 is a side elevation of the cover and its
control arrangement, the side wall of the cabinst
being removed to more clearly disclose the 1n—
vention;

Pig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but.illustrat-
ing the cover in raised position and thé disposi-
tion of the parts of the contro! arrangement
‘dherefor in such position;
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Fig. 4 is a greatly enlarged view of the right-
hand portion of Fig. 2, a portion of the cover
being broken away to more clearly illustrate the
hinge arrangement for the cover, portions of the
control arrangement being also broken a,way to
show details thereof; and

Fig. 5 is a greatly enlarged sectional view of i
the hinge arrangement for connecting the cover
to the cabinet. )

Like characters of reference designate like
parts in the several views.

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown
in Fig. 1 a kitchen unit comprising a cabinet 18-
having connected therefo overhanging or over-
head cupkocards {1 by means of a wall 12. The
cabinet 10 is of the type having a displaceable
cover, generally indicated at 13, providing a top
for a compartment of the cabinet and adapted
to be hinged to the cabinet at the rear of .the
compartment so that the cover may be raised
to gain access to household appliances such as
heating units, laundry tubs or machines, and
the like. The wall {2 also forms the rear wall
of the cabinet and to said wall may be fixedly
secured an angle member or panel {4 in any de-
sired manner, a vertical portion {5 of the angle
member !4 being offset from the wall 12 for a
purpose hereinafter described and a horizontal
portion {8 of said angle member (4 extending
toward the cover to provide an upper surface in
alignment with the top of the cover 3.

The cover {3 comprises. a flat body section 17
and a front section I8 which cooperate in the
closed position of the cover to provide a con-
tinuous top surface which may be utilized for
work operations, to support household wares, and
the like. It will be noted that the front section
{8 of the cover is of angular cross section with
one of the flanges thereof providing an apron
extending downwardly over the. front of the
cabinet to present an offset portion of the cabinet
which considerably adds to the attractiveness
and aesthetic appearance of the cabinet and
also to provide g convenient handle for lowering
the cover to its closed position.

The body section (7 of the cover {3 is hinged
at the rear margin thereof to the angle member
14 as clearly shown in Fig. 5. The hinge arrange-
ment is adapted to permit the raising and-lower-
ing of the cover {2 to open and closed positions
and comprises the hinge 19 having one leaf 19a
thereof secured to the body section {1 of the-
cover and the other leaf 18b secured to the bot-
tom of the horizontal portion 15 of the angle
member {4 as by a weld 28. To insure the leaf
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19p being held securely to the angle member {4,
an L-shaped bracket 21 is provided, the upper
portion of which exfends into the space between
the wall 12 and the vertical portion {E of the
angle member (4 and is welded to the angle mem-
ber {6 as at 22 and 22¢. The lower, horizonially
extending portion of the ? is welded ¢
the horizontal pur’rlon E

{4 at g point 23
bracket. The left
beyond the weld 23, is bc
in such manner that this term

he portion
7 there-

extending substantiaily o"ralle} to &
d

16 of angle member {4 1s ':o
from. A bolt 24¢ ¢
tion is threaded intc a
185 of hinge 19 as by lhe Wel” 23,
disposed between the upper side of
minal portion of bracket i and ths 1

arri
carrl

51
of portion 18 of angle member {4
bracket therebetwesn.

The-leaf 18a of the hinge 18, as shown in Fig.
-comprises g rearwardly extending portion I8 cl\)*
jacent the pivot yumd of the hinge and form
an acute angle with the hinge leaf 18D, the per-
tion 25 conneacting with an arcuate portion 2§ un-
derlying and spaced from $he
tending adjacent end flangss of the
t7 of the cover and the angle msz
formead &t its extremiity to provide 2
27 engaging the bottom of the bod
of the cover and secured thereto as i

A supnort membser Q is welded at one en e
bottom of the hody section {7 of the cover as ab
39 and is centrally ‘T'vet so that the cther end

will underlie the end portion of the hinge

Faraia:

19a, a nut 31 bemg disposed bpuw':erl the su
member 2§ and the h inge 1saf {30
-the leaf by the weld 28 and to the <me t n
‘ber 28 by a bolt as shown. It will be und
stood that the above described hinge arrange-
‘ment is provided at each side of the body sssticn
17 of the cove“ at the rear margins therecf and
the adjacent margin of the angle memper 4. It
will be apparent that the hingz {8 is thus con-
cealed }:selow the cover éu in its nolmal cl

(=]

ur

dus to thf TearwW ng
of the hinge 1 {8y “fntncut the ad‘ L
wardly extending fanges of the co'v
member {4 presenting any T
raising of the cover to its vertica 1 op
as shown in Fig. 3.

According to 20 ‘ﬂvewtiow the
convenience of the housewifs ¢ hoards f
t, such as ths

are usualiy disposed OV“l 5 cabine
cabinet {8, and it is desira h
hoards b2 lofﬁted
reach of the hous
for storage, or ¢l
that the cabinet shxe
pacity, covers which
panel te close the
would be objsctionable in
cover is raised to its elevated p
interfere with the use of the
blocking the d’\'{‘i
the cupboards inac
be position a
cahinet to 4“0
_cover 1 its ¥
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the housewife while
houschold appliance
ithin the cabinet when
}_')Ouiu"uﬂ the body sec-

8 of the cover {3 are
eam of g hinge 33
the lower sides thereof
tions when folded to he
angle than 20° as shown in
i substantial reduction
in its raised position
whersby the gcover may he positioned adjacent
112 of the cabinet and underlying the
i to thereby allow the free use of the
iy, or other househeld appliance, with-
permitting ready access to
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nlates improved control
he movement of the cover
'ronb section #8 thereof
e relative to the cover
nt of the cover to
;posmoa The con-
'or this purpocse is
comprises & support
mcb may have an upper
{ extending between the
member {4 and securely
smber {4 by meszns of
pracket 24 h 1aving a hor-
derlying the angle mem-
erbical portion 37 extending
herefrem, laterally spaced from the
pted to have mounted thereon a
8 having laterally extending wing por-
gured o urw hracket 26 by means of tolt
;i sl anu. 42. The bracket 48

:‘um_
ciosed and

in Figs. 8
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g, < idering the lever arrangement de-
5C i 1 be anparent that the lever 43, due
to i ection to the stationary bracket

ut the pin 44 during raising and
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the cover §3 thus ef-
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lever 43 to the bracket 46. It will be apparent
-that a counterbalancing arrangement is thus pro-
vided by the arrangement and: proper relative
spacing of the pivotal connections.of the tie mem-
ber §8 and the laterally exténding portion 48 of
the bracket 49, the adjacent end of the lever 43
and bracket 48, and the common pivot peint 45
of the spring 52 and lever 43, will cause the spring
to obtain its maximum tension when the cover
is in a midposition between the top of the cabhi-
net and the wall i2 of the cabinet and to exert
sufficient retractive force at one side of - said
midposition to cause the section {8 and thereby
the section 17 to be drawn toward the top of the
cabinet 18 to the closed position of the cover.
At the other side of said midposition, the spring
52 will act to elevate the cover 13 to the position
shown in Fig. 3 and to prevent the unwanted dis-
placement of the cover (3 in its raised position.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that
I have provided a movable cover for a cabinet
comprising a flat body section and a front sec-
tion having control means for maintaining the
front section in its normal position during move-
ment to and in the closed and open positions of
the cover and also for retaining the cover in its
closed or open position. While I have shown
and described my improved cover and control
means therefor embodied in a kitchen cabinet,
it will be obvious that the invention may be in-
corporated in various other types of cabinets and,
therefore, the scope of the invention is to be con-
strued only as defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A cover comprising a plural section, articu-
lated assembly arranged to provide a combined
work surface and lid in one position but displace-
able to a second position wherein the sections
are pivoted with respect to each other to reduce
the extension of said assembly in one dimensicn,
said assembly including a rear supporting mem-
ber, a main table section hinged to said support-
ing member, a front section hinged to the table
section, and a link connecting said supporting
member and said front section so that as the
assembly is displaced the front section is caused
to pivot with respect to the table section as the
table section pivets with respect to the support-
ing member.

2. A cover comprising a plural seetion, articu- ;

lated assembly arranged to provide a combined
work surface and lid in one position but displace-
able to a second position wherein the sections
are pivoted with respect to each other to reduce
the extension of said assembly in one dimension,
said asseinbly including g rear supporting mem-
ber, a main table section hinged to said support-
ing member, a front section hinged to the table
section, a link connecting said supporting mem-
ber and said front section so that as the assem-
bly is displaced the front section is caused to
pivot with respect to the table section as the
table section pivots with respect to the support-
ing member, and resilient means associated with
said assembly for urging said assembly into said
first or said second position in accordance with
the proximity of sz2id assembly to one or the other
of said positions.

3. A cover comprising a supporting section, a
flat body section, and a front section, said body
section being hinged at its rear margin to the
supporting section and at its front margin to
said front section, and means controlling move-
ment of said front section relative to said body
section during movement of said cover to eause
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said front section to pivot with respect to said
body section as said cover is moved. @ .

4. A cover comprising a supporting section, a
flat body section, and a front section, said body
: its rear margin to the
supporting section and hinged at its front margin
to the front section, and means controlling move-
mentof said front section relative to said body
section during movement of said cover to main-
tain said front section in a plane substantially
parallel to the plane it occupied when said move-
ment was initiated.

5. A cover comprising a supporting section, a
flat body section, and a front section, said body
section being hinged at its rear margin to the
supporting section and hinged at its front margin
to the front section, and a link attached at one
end to said front section and at its other end to
sald supporting section controlling movement of
said front section relative to said body section
during the movement of said cover to maintain
said front section in a plane substantially par-
allel to the plane it occupied when said movement
was initiated.

6. A cover comprising a supporting section, a
flat body section,; and a front section, said body
section being hinged at its rear margin to the
supporting section and hinged at its front mar-
gin to the front section, and a link attached at
one end to said front section and at its other
end to said supporting section to maintain a
constant spacing between the front section and
the supporting section, the body section being
hinged to the supporting section at a point dis-
placed from the normal juncture of said body
section and said supporting section so that as the

" body section is pivoted with respect to the sup-
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porting section, the spacing therebetween varies.

7. A cover comprising a plural section, articu-
lated assembly arranged to provide a combined
work surface and lid in one position but displace-
able to a second position wherein the sections
are pivoted with respect to each other to reduce
the extension of said assembly in one dimension,
said assembly including a rear supporting mem-
ber adapted to be secured to a wall or cther ver-
tical support, a main table portion hinged to the
supporting member, a front section hinged to the
table section and a link connecting said support-
ing member and said front section so that as the
assembly is displaced the front section is caused
to pivot with respect to the table section as the
table section pivots with respect to the supporting
membker, said link being attached to said front
gection at a point substantially removed from the
pivot axis thereof with respect to the table section.

8. A cover comprising a plural section, articu-
lated assembly arranged to provide a combined
work surface and lid in one position but displace-
able to a second position wherein the sections are
pivoted with respect to each other to reduce the
extension of said assembly in one dimension,
said assembly including a rear supporting mem-
ber adapted to he secured to a wall or other ver-
tical support, a main table portion hinged to the
supporting member, a front section hinged to
the table section, a tension spring associated with
said assembly for urging said assembly into said
first or second position in accordance with the
proximity of the assembly to one or the other
position, said spring being attached to the front
section at a point immediately adiacent the point
of attachment of said link arm and attached to
sald supporting section at a point immediately
adjacent the peint of attachment thereto of the
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link, and a. link eonnecting said supporting mem-
ber and said front seetion so that as the assembly
is displaced the front seetion is caused to pivot
with respeet to the table section as the. table
section pivots with respect to the supperting
member, said link being attached to said front
section at a point. substantially removed from
the pivot axis theréof with respect to the table
section.
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