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CLATIMS

1. A method for detecting the position of a
conveyor, characterized in that 1t comprises the
steps that consist in:

providing on said conveyor an irregular
marking, constituted by marks and the like that is
detectable optically;

by means of a viewing device, detecting
portions of said marking at preset time intervals;

comparing a detection performed by said
viewing device with a previously performed
detection, 1n order to determine the extent and
direction of said movement.

2. The method according Lo claim 1,
characterized 1n that said irregular marking
comprises repeated marking portions on said
conveyor.

3. The method according Lo claim 1,
characterized 1n that said irregular marking
comprises repeated portions at a distance that is
not shorter than the extension of the viewing

field of said viewing system.
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4. The method according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized 1in that said
detection of said marking portions by the viewing
system is performed with a high frequency.

5. The method according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that said step
of detection of portions of said marking 1is
preceded by a step of detection of all of said
marking in order to obtain a mapping of said
marking.

6. The method according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that it
comprises the step that consists in comparing said
detected marking portion with said complete
mapping of the marking of the conveyor.

7. A system for detecting the position of a
conveyor, comprising a conveyor and a viewing
system arranged above said conveyor, characterized
in that said conveyor comprises an irregular
marking on its upper surface.

8. The system according Lo claim 7,

characterized 1n that said irregular marking
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comprises marking portions which are repeated
along said conveyor.

9. The system according Lo claim 7,
characterized 1n that said marking comprises
portions which are repeated along said conveyor,
arranged at a distance that 1s not shorter than
the extension of the viewing field of said vision
system.

10. The system according to claim 7,
characterized 1n that said marking comprises
mutually different marking portions arranged along

said conveyor.
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