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This invention relates to sign devices having 
a plurality of interchangeable characters and 
Sign plaques. 
The principal objects of the invention are di 

rected to the provision of a sign device which 
includes a sign plate and a plurality of inter 
changeable characters and which is not. Only 
simple in form so as to be economical to manu 
facture, but the characters and plate are Con 
structed in a novel way to prevent lateral and 
longitudinal shifting movements of the chair 
acters when assembled with the plate. This is 
accomplished in a simple way, all of which con 
tributes to a low cost of production of the device 
and at the same time the characters are readily 
and easily interchanged. 
Warious novel features and advantages of the 

invention will be hereinafter more fully referred 
to in connection with the accompanying de 
Scription of the preferred form thereof which 
for purposes of disclosure is shown in the ac 
companying drawing, Wherein; 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a sign plate of the 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional elevational view on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional elevational view 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a sign, plaque which 
may be removably attached to the sign plate, 
and 

Fig. 5 shows eharacters which may removably 
be attached to the plate. - 

Referring now to the drawing in detail the 
sign device of the invention will be more fully 
described. 
A sign plate 2 is shown in Fig. 1 which may 

be made from a flat sheet of relatively thin ma 
terial such as shee celluloid, cardboard, Or 
metal or the like. In the lower portion thereof, 
raised portions such as 4 are brought upwardly 
beyond the plane of the plate as by a stamping 
or pressing operation and slits 6 approximately 
the width of the raised portions are provided at 
adjacent inner sides of the portions 4. 
The portions 4 and their slits 6 are disposed 

in sets or pairs as shown, and are so arranged 
that the raised portions in conjunction with the 
sits for pockets having Open inner Sides Or 
ends. The said open ends of the pockets of each 
set or pair are directed towards one another 
and the raised portion and slit of the pockets 
at the inner open ends thereof provide shoulders 
8 which are disposed above the plane of the 
plate 2. 

(C. 40-5) 

There may be any number of sets or pairs of 
raised portions to provide any number of setS or 
pairs of pockets. For best results the slits and 
raised portions of each set or pair of pockets 
will preferably be disposed so that the distance 
between the shoulders 8 thereof Will be reaSOn 
ably definite because these shoulders are made 
use of to co-operate with certain parts of the 
characters and hold them in place as will later 
appear. 
The plate 2 on its upper portion has a depres 

Sion or seat 11 bounded by the lines 10. Other 
raised portions 12 are provided at opposite ends 
of the area 1 and in conjunction with sits 14 
On inner adjacent Sides of the raised portions 
form pockets which have Open ends directed to 
Wards one another as shown. 
A sign plaque member 16 as shown in Fig. 4 

is provided With end tabs. 18 and is arranged to 
be receivable in the depression 11 while the tabs 
18 are receivable in the pockets at the ends of 
the depression. The sign plaque may be of 
sheet celluloid, cardboard, or other material so 
as to be more or less bendable to facilitate the 
tabs being inserted in the pockets and may carry 
descriptive matter such as the name of the com 
modity. With which the sign is used. By having 
a plurality of plaques this feature of the sign 
device may be readily changed as may be de 
sired. 

Shoulders 19 are formed at the jointure of 
the tabs 18 with the sign plaque 16 which when 
the tabs 18 are inserted in the pocket will abut 
shoulders 2 at the inner Sides of the pockets 
or raised portions, 12. The Width of the tabs 
18 preferably correspond to the inner width of 
the pockets So that With the sign plaque in 
the depression 11 and the tabs 18 in the pocketS 
the sign plaque 16 is held against shifting move 
ments relative to the plate 2. 
Characters indicated by C and in the form of 

the numerals and 4 as shown in Fig. 5 and 
other similar characters are provided which 
may be made from sheet celluloid, cardboard, 
or other more or less bendable material. AC 
cording to one feature of the invention the 
characters are interchangeable With the sign 
plate and have longitudinally extending body 
portions 25 which are of a certain width and 
at the ends of the characters there are provided 
tabs 28 which are of relatively less width than 
the body portion. So as to provide shoulders 29 
at the jointure of the tabs 28 and characters as 
ShOWn. 

The tabs 28 of the characters are receivable in 
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the pockets formed by the raised portions 4 and 
slits 6 of the plate so that the characters may 
Overlay the plate 2 as shown in Fig. 1. When the 
characters are made of sheet material such as 
celluloid, which is more or less bendable, it is an 
easy matter to insert the tabs in the pockets by 
bending the characters slightly intermediate 
their ends. 
According to a special feature of the invention 

the width of the tabs 28 of characters is such that 
the slides thereof coincide with the inner sides 
of the pockets and the distance between the 
shoulders 29 of the character corresponds to the 
distance between the shoulders 8 of a set or pair 
of pockets. When the tabs at opposite ends of a 
character are inserted in a set or pair of pockets 
the character is held against longitudinal shift 
ing movements by means of the shoulders thereof 
which abut the shoulders of the pockets while at 
the same time it is held against lateral shifting 
ortting movements by the sides of the tabs which 
bring up against the inner sides of the pockets. 
By accurately making the characters and pockets 
the characters are accurately held in place and 
the use of other parts associated with the plate 
Ets characters to hold the characters against 
hitting novelets is entinated, thus tending 

to reduce the expense of nanufacturing. 
Any rutaber of characters may be provided so 

that it is possible to set up any desired informa 
tes on the sign plate and by being easily at 
thed or renoved fron the plate it is possible 
to make changes quickly. By reason of the novel 
tcoastruction of the tabs and the pockets the 
characters are held against shifting which is an 
aportant censideration since devices of this kind 

must not only be manufactured cheaply but must 
have a pleasing, Orderly appearance. , 

Eaving described the invention in the form at 
present preferred what I now desire to claim and 
seeure by Letters Patent of the United States is: 

1. As an article of manufacture, a sign corn 
prising, a plate member of sheet material having 
a portion thereof depressed below the plane of its 
face and portions at opposite ends of the de 
pressed portion which are brought upwardly be 
yond the plane of the plate and provided with 
slits at their adjacent sides to form open-ended 
peckets having their open ends directed towards 
one another and in substantial parallelism with 
an another and provided with shoulders around 
said open ends above the plane of the face of the 
plate, and a plaque cut from sheet material fitting 
in said depressed portion of the plate having a 
longitudinally extending body member of a width 

1933,013 
Substantially equal to the width of the depressed 
portion and tabs extending from opposite ends of 
Said body member, the Said tabs being of rela 
tively less width than the longitudinal body men 
ber to form shoulders at the jointure of said tabs 
and body member and being of a width substan 
tially equal to the inside width of the pockets and 
receivable therein, the said shoulders at the ends 
of the plaque being spaced apart a distance equal 
to the distance between the shoulders of the 
pockets whereby when the tabs are in the pockets 
the plaque is held against lateral displacement 
by the sides of the tabs abutting against the inner 
sides of the pockets and by the sides of the plaque 
abutting against the sides of the depressed por 
tion and against longitudinal displacement by the 
shoulders of the plaque and pockets being in abut 
ment, all adapted and arranged whereby the up 
per surface of the plaque is substantially on a 
plane with the upper surface of the plate. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a sign Com 
prising, a plate member of sheet material having 
a portion thereof depressed below the plane of its 
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face and portions at opposite ends of the de 
pressed portion which are brought upwardly be-00 
yond the plane of the plate and provided with slits 
at their adjacent sides to form open-ended pockets 
having their open ends directed towards one 
another and in substantial parallelism with One 
another and provided with shoulders around said 5 
open ends above the plane of the face of the 
plate, and a plaque cut from sheet material fit 
ting in said depressed portion of the plate having 
a body member of a length and width. Substan 
tially equal to the length and width of the de- in 
pressed portion and tabs extending fron oppositic 
ends of said body member, the said tabs being of 
relatively less width than the body member to 
form shoulders at the jointure of said tabs and 
body member and being of a width substantially 
equal to the inside width of the pockets and re. 
ceivable therein, the said shoulders at the ends of 
the plaque being spaced apart a distance equal to 
the distance between the shoulders of the pockets 
whereby when the tabs are in the pockets the 
plaque is held against lateral displacement by the 
sides of the tabs abutting against the inner SideS 
of the pockets and against longitudinal displace 
ment by the shoulders of the plaque and pocketS 
being in abutment, all adapted and arranged 
whereby the upper surface of the plaque is Sub 
stantially on a plane with the upper Surface of 
the plate. 
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