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belonging to a subject whilst treating other selected strands of the ,x
subject’s hair are treated comprises a sheet of flexible substrate 24 60
with an adhesive portion allowing it to be removably attached to the 55
subjects hair, characterised in that it is adapted to removably engage 45 f
with a tool such that the device may be manipulated with the tool. A Kit \\A U —7 N
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1
IMPROVED MASKING SHEET

[001] This invention relates to a hairdresser's masking sheet and a kit
containing the sheet. In particular, this invention relates to a hairdresser’s
masking sheet having means for assisting a hairdresser position the sheet

adjacent to strands of hair to be treated.

[002] Masking sheets are generally known in the hairdressing art. For
example, GB 2140682 discloses a masking sheet. The prior art masking

sheet is illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 of the accompanying drawings.

[003] Here there is shown a rectangular elongate sheet 1 comprising a
rectangular panel 2 of white substantially opaque plastics material and a
rectangular panel 3 of substantially transparent plastics matcrial. The
panels 2 and 3 are of substantially equal area and are welded one to
another along a common edge, or co-extruded, to form a transversely
extending hinge 4. An upper transverse marginal edge portion 5 of the
panel 2 is joined to an adhesive tape 6 having pressure sensitive contact
adhesive applied to a surface thereof, which tape has a margin 7 free of

adhesive.

[004] In use, strands of a head of hair are selected by a technique known
as "weaving" and the panel 2 is placed under selected strands of hair, as
shown at 8 in Figure 3, of a head of hair 9 such that the margin 7 is
located adjacent the scalp of the head 9. The adhesive tape 6 adheres to
the selected strands of hair 8 adjacent the scalp such that the sheet 1 is

located under and relative to the selected strands of hair 8.

[005] The selected strands of hair 8 subsequently are coated with a liquid
colouring substance (not shown) and the panel 3 is folded about the hinge
4 and is superimposed on the panel 2 with the selected strands of hair 8
located there between, a transverse marginal edge portion of the panel 3

adhering to the marginal edge portion 5 of the panel 2 by means of the
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adhesive tape 6 such that a margin 10 of the panel 3 is located adjacent

the margin 7.

[006] In this manner, the selected strands of hair 8 are located within an
envelope defined by the panels 2 and 3, the hinge 4 and the adhesive tape
6, as shown at 11 in Figure 3, and are thus isolated from adjacent strands

of hair while colouration of the selected strands of hair is completed.

[007] This method involves the step of placing panel 2 under selected
strands of hair 8. A hairdresser will do this by lifting the selected strands

of hair 8 with one hand, whilst using the other hand to place panel 2.

[008] In most circumstances, the hairdresser will want to position the
margin 7 as closely as possible to the roots 12 of the selected strands of
hair 8. It is also desirable that the sheet 1 be firmly resting against the
scalp of the head 9 before the selected strands of hair 8 are placed on
panel 2. This helps to ensure that a greater portion of the selected strands
of hair 8 can be encased and co.ated with the liquid colouring substance.

It is not straightforward to do this with existing masking sheets.
[009] A way to ameliorate these problems has been sought.

f010} According to the invention there is provided a hairdresser's
masking sheet of flexible material for masking selected strands of a head
of hair from other strands of the hair while the selected strands are
treated wherein the sheet comprises a substrate of flexible material and an
adhesive portion whereby application of the adhesive portion to a portion
of the head of hair selectively and removably unites the sheet with the
strands of the portion of hair thereby brought into contact therewith
characterised in that the sheet comprises a manipulation means for
engagement with a tool such that the sheet may be manipulated by the

tool.
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[011] It has been found that the inclusion of a manipulation means on the
masking sheet aids in overcoming the problems the hairdresser encounters
when trying to position a masking sheet adjacent to the strands of hair

selected for treatment and particularly to the roots of the strands of hair.

[012] In the prior art masking sheet, to position the masking sheet the
hairdresser uses the fingers and thumb of their free hand to hold the sheet
1 in a position so that margin 7 firmly rests adjacent the hair roots 12
along the width of margin 7. In contrast, in the present invention the
manipulation means enables the hairdresser to keep their free hand for
holding the sheet in a position remote from the sheet so that their hand
does not obstruct application of the strands of hair to the sheet. Also,
because the free hand is remotely situated from the masking sheet, it is
prevented from contacting and adhering to the adhesive portion of the
sheet. Furthermore, the manipulation means may be used to position the

sheet close to or at the roots of the selected strands of hair.

[013] According to the invention, there is also provided a hairdresser’s

masking kit comprising:
a masking sheet according to the invention; and

a tool comprising an elongate portion suitable for use with the

manipulation means.

[014] In some aspects, the tool may be a rigid wire. The tool may also
have a handle. The rigid wire may be curved such that, in use, the tool
fits against the curve of a person’s head. The tool may also be a styling
comb used by a hairdresser with an elongate tail. In this way, when using
the masking sheet the hairdresser can readily alternate between collecting
the strands of hair to be treated using the toothed portion of a comb

followed by using the tail of the comb to support the masking sheet.
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[015]) According to some aspects of the invention, the manipulation
means is in the form of a flap, one or more tubes and/or a plurality of
hooks. Where the masking sheet of the invention is used with a tool, the
elongate portion of the tool may be inserted underneath the flap or hooks
or through the tube(s) so that the masking shcet can be positioned

adjacent the roots of selected strands of hair to be treated.

[016] The masking sheet generally has a front side on which the selected
strands of hair are placed and a rear side which faces the head of hair.
According to some aspects of the invention, the manipulation means is

attached to the rear side of the sheet.

[017] According to some aspects of the invention, the manipulation
means is formed from a material of greater stiffness than the substrate of
flexible material. Particularly where the flexible material is a plastics
(e.g., polyethylene) film, the greater stiffness of the manipulation means
helps to ensure that the manipulation means functions during use without
collapsing under the weight of the masking sheet. The manipulation
means may be formed from a waterproof and chemical-resistant wax- or
plastics-coated paper. This provides a material with sufficient stiffness
which remains unaffected by exposure to the colouring and/or bleaching

agents commonly used by a hairdresser.

[018] According to some aspects of the invention, the substrate of
flexible material comprises a back panel joined to a front panel. This
permits easy folding of the front panel to overlap with the back panel so

as to envelope the strands of hair being treated.

[019] According to some aspects of the invention, the adhesive used for
the adhesive portion is water soluble or water dispersible. This can enable
the hairdresser to easily release the treated strands of hair from the

masking sheet when treatment is complete.
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[020] According to some aspects of the invention, the masking sheet
includes a stiffening panel at its proximal end to support the manipulation
means. The stiffening panel prevents the sheet from crumpling laterally
or longitudinally when manipulated by a tool. The adhesive portion may
be provided on a front side of the stiffening panel and the manipulation
means may be provided on a rear side of the stiffening panel. The
stiffening panel may overlap with the flexible substrate such that the sheet

is not hinged where the stiffening panel and flexible substrate are joined.

{021} The invention will now be illustrated by way of example without
limiting the scope of the invention claimed with reference to the following

Figures of the accompanying drawings in which:
Figure 1 shows a plan view of a prior art sheet;

Figure 2 shows a cross-section of the sheet shown in Figure 1

when in use;

Figure 3 shows a diagrammatic representation of the sheet shown

in Figure 1 when in use;

Figure 4 shows a schematic perspective view of the front of a first

embodiment of a sheet according to the invention;

Figure 5 shows a schematic perspective view of the rear of the

first embodiment;

Figures 6A shows a partial view of the rear of a first embodiment
with alternative manipulation means in the form of tubes; and
Figure 6B shows a partial view of the rear of a first embodiment

with an alternative manipulation means in the form of hooks;

Figure 7 shows a side-on cross-sectional view of a sheet according

to a second embodiment of the invention; and
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Figure 8 shows a schematic view of a kit according to the present

invention.

[022] Figure 4 shows a first embodiment of a masking sheet 20 according
to the invention which comprises a manipulation means 45 for allowing
the masking sheet 20 to be positioned by a tool (not shown) and an
elongate substrate 24 which, in use, is used to envelope selected strands
of hair (not shown) wherein the elongate substrate 24 has a proximal end
150 which, in use, is placed on a head of hair (not shown) at which end

150 the manipulation means 45 is provided.

[023] Elongate substrate 24 is formed from a flexible material. It has,
starting from its proximal end 150, an adhesive portion 30 which is
provided on a front side of the elongate substrate 24, an opaque
supporting panel 35, and a substantially transparent enveloping panel 70
wherein supporting panel 35 is joined to enveloping panel 70 at join 75.
In use, the enveloping panel 70 may be folded at join 75 over supporting
panel 35 and adhered to adhesive portion 30 so as to envelope selected

strands of hair (not shown).

[024] The adhesive portion 30 extends up to proximal end 150 such that
there is no margin between the adhesive portion 30 and proximal end 150
which is {ree from adhesive. This is useful because it enables the product
to be attached to the roots of the hair. The adhesive used is water
dispersible so that the masking sheet is removed when the head of hair is

washed.

[025] Join 75 acts as a hinge to aid the folding of enveloping panel 70
over supporting panel 35. Join 75 is formed by enveloping panel 70
being welded to supporting panel 35. Alternatively, join 75 is formed by
welding supporting panel 35 to enveloping panel 70 or by co-extruding

supporting panel 35 and enveloping panel 70.
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[026] In Figure 5, manipulation means 45 is shown in the form of a flap
provided on a rear side of elongate substrate 24 at proximal end 150.
Manipulation means 45 is formed from a sheet of glassine paper. Starting
from proximal end 150 of elongate substrate 24, manipulation means 45
has a transverse strip 55 by which the manipulation means 45 is mounted
on the rear side of elongate substrate 24 and a flap 50 for engaging with a
tool. Where flap 50 meets the transverse strip 55, the manipulation
means 45 is folded such that a tool (not shown) can be inserted under flap
50. As an alternative to the embodiment shown in Figures 4 and 5,
manipulation means 45 may be mounted on the rear of elongate substrate
24 such that it is spaced from proximal end 150. As a further alternative,
the manipulation means is formed from an alternative waterproof and

chemical-resistant wax- or plastics-coated paper such as a silicone-coated

paper.

[027] In Figures 6A and 6B of the drawings, there are shown partial rear
views of sheet 20 with alternative manipulation means 145, 245. Like
features to the first embodiment shown in Figures 4 and 5 are denoted by
like reference numerals. In Figure 6A, manipulation means 145 has a
pair of cylindrical tubes 100 shaped to received an elongate tool (not
shown) provided on each side of proximal end 150 of elongate substrate
24. Alternatively, the pair of cylindrical tubes 100 may be provided on a
rear side of elongate substrate 24 at proximal end 150. In Figure 6B,
manipulation means 245 has a pair of hooks 205 each provided close to a

lateral edge of the rear side of elongate substrate 24 at proximal end 150.

[028) Figure 7 shows a sheet 120 according to a second embodiment of
the invention which comprises a stiffening panel 125 on which is provided
a manipulation means 45 for allowing the masking sheet 120 to be
manipulated by a tool (not shown) and an elongate substrate 124 which, in
use, is used to envelope selected strands of hair (not shown) wherein the

stiffening panel 125 overlaps elongate substrate 124 where they are
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joined. Like features of the second embodiment to the first are denoted

by like reference numerals.

{029] Stiffening panel 125 has an adhesive portion 130 provided on its
front side. Stiffening panel 125 is provided at a proximal end of sheet
120 such that, in use, it is placed on a head of hair (not shown).
Manipulation means 45 is provided on a rear side of the stiffening panel
125 at its proximal end. The distal end of stiffening panel 125 overlaps

with elongate substrate 124.

[030] Elongate substrate 124 is formed from a flexible material. It has
an opaque supporting panel 35, and a substantially transparent enveloping
panel 70 wherein supporting panel 35 is joined to enveloping panel 70 at
join 75. In use, the enveloping panel 70 may be folded at join 75 over
supporting panel 35 and adhered to adhesive portion 130 so as to envelope
selected strands of hair (not shown). Thus enveloping panel 70 has a

greater length than supporting panel 35.

[031] Figure 8 shows a kit 200 according to the invention which
comprises a pack 220 of 10 sheets (not shown) according to the invention
and a tool 221. Tool 221 has a rod 222 joined to a tool handle 223 for a
hairdresser to hold so as to control tool 221 in order to support a sheet
20,120 in use. Rod 222 is curved such that, in use, tool 221 fits against
the curve of a person’s head (not shown). As an alternative to the kit 200
shown in Figure 8, the number of sheets according to the invention
included in the kit may be changed to any number of sheets from 1 to
1000, for example. As a further alternative, the kit 200 may include a

plurality of tools 221, for example from 2 to 5.
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CLAIMS

1. A hairdresser's masking sheet of flexible material for masking
selected strands of a head of hair from other strands of the hair while the
selected strands are treated wherein the sheet comprises a substrate of
flexible material and an adhesive portion whereby application of the
adhesive portion to a portion of the head of hair selectively and
removably unites the sheet with the strands of the portion of hair thereby
brought into contact therewith characterised in that the sheet comprises a
manipulation means for engagement with a tool such that the sheet may be

manipulated by the tool.

2. The sheet as defined in claim 1, wherein the manipulation means is

adapted for receiving a tool comprising an elongate portion.

3. The sheet as defined in claim 2, wherein the elongate portion

comprises the tail of a styling comb.

4. The sheet as defined in any one of the preceding claims which

comprises a stiffening panel to support the manipulation means.

5. The sheet as defined in claim 4 wherein the adhesive portion is

provided on the stiffening panel.

6. The sheet as defined in claim 4 or claim 5 wherein the stiffening

panel overlaps the flexible substrate.

7. The sheet as defined in any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the manipulation means is formed from a material of greater stiffness than

the substrate of flexible material.

8. The sheet as defined in any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the manipulation means is formed from a wax- or plastics-coated paper,

preferably glassine paper.
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9. The sheet as defined in any one of the preceding claims, wherein

the manipulation means comprises a flap, a tube or a plurality of hooks.

10. A hairdresser's masking sheet substantially as hereinbefore
described with reference to one or more of Figures 4 to 7 of the

accompanying drawings.
11. A hairdresser’s masking kit comprising:
a masking sheet according to any one of the preceding claims; and

a tool comprising an elongate portion suitable for use with the

manipulation means when treating selected strands of a head of hair.

12. A kit substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to

Figure 8 of the accompanying drawings.
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