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(57) Abstract: Recess/projection information produced by punched patterns on a
coin surface is detected, and features of the punched patterns represented by the re-
cess/projection information are taken as a histogram expressing the distribution of
the recess/projection information over the entire coin surface. This histogram is com-
pared with a histogram representing a predetermined regular coin recess/projection
. information distribution to identify a type of the coin. For example, a plurality of
eddy current coils (2) are used to apply a high-frequency magnetic field to a coin
(10) for generation of an eddy current, impedance of each eddy current coil changing
according to an eddy current produced in the coin is detected as recess/projection
information, and a histogram providing impedance on the horizontal axis and the
number of eddy current coils on the vertical axis is obtained.
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