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This invention relates to dual key clasps and more par-
ticularly to key clasps which retain keys held on opposite
ends of a casing; separable into a clasp and a casing hav-
ing a loop lockable within said casing.

An object of the present invention is to provide a key
clasp which holds keys on a U shaped leg in one end of
a casing and other keys in a clasp which is removably se-
curable within the other end of the casing.

Another object of the present invention is to provide an
article of jewelry in the form of a clasp and a loop, both
held within the casing wherein keys are removably se-
cured in both the loop and the clasp detachably locked
within the casing.

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to
provide an esthetically novel clasp of a new durable con-
struction.

Other objects of the present invention will become ap-
parent in part and in part pointed out in the following
specification and claims.

Referring to the drawings in which similar characters
of reference indicate corresponding parts in all the figures:

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the new and improved
dual key clasp, with the casing and clasp separated.

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the clasp locked
within the casing.

FIGURE 3 is a transverse cross sectional view taken
along line 3—3 of FIGURE 2 with the clasp locked with-
in the casing and with the loop locked by the clasp to
the casing. )

FIGURE 4 is a transverse cross sectional view taken
along line 4—4 of FIGURE 3. )

FIGURE 35 is a vertical cross sectional view similar to
FIGURE 3 showing the clasp unlocked from the casing
and with the loop unlocked from the casing.

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the clasp and cas-
ing with the clasp removed from the casing.

FIGURE 7 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 illustrating
a modified form of clasp locked within the casing with
the clasp locking a modified form of loop to the casing.

FIGURE 8 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 illustrating
the modified form of clasp and loop with the loop remov-
ably detached from the casing.

With reference to the drawings, reference character 11
generally designates a thin casing, tubular in form and
slightly rectangular in shape, consisting of a top member
12, a bottom member 13, a right side member 14 and a
left side member 15. A cavity with two open ends 8 and
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9 is thus formed in casing 11. Left side member 15 is .

provided with an ear 16. The terms ear, notch, saw
tooth or tooth retaining projections are used interchange-
ably herein.

Reference character 21, generally designates a locking
insert which is housed within casing 11. Locking insert
21 consists of a flat body, generally U shaped, having one
leg 23 relatively wide with one leg 24 relatively narrow
as a fork tine or spring prong. A base 25 unites legs 23,
24 at one end and a slot or recess 26 separates said legs
23, 24 for a major portion of their length., One tooth,
or a plurality of saw teeth 60, 61 (as illustrated) are pro-
vided in the side of leg 23. The base of saw teeth 60, 61
form seats at 60A and 61A. A finger projection 28, pro-
vided with an eyelet 28A is preferably formed integral
with leg 23 and may be provided with serrations 29. Leg
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24 may be provided with an enlarged end or knob 85 to
prevent the end of leg 24 from having a sharp end.

U shaped pivotal leg or loop, generally indicated at 32,
consists of a base element 33 and two opposite and paral-
lel side elements 34, 35. Side element 35 is provided in
one form with an integrally formed bearing 36. - A pintel
37 fastened in top member 12 and bottom member 13 is
housed in bearing 36 to thereby pivotally connect loop
32 to casing 11. Left side member 15 is cut back at 40
to provide a space for the pivotal movement of side ele-
ment 35. Side element 34 is provided with a notch 41
and a tooth 42. Side member 14 is provided with loop
projection 43 and saw tooth projection 44.

Pivotal loop 32 latches to casing 11 when tooth 42
engages loop projection 43. Notch 41 is adapted to ac-
commodate the contour of loop projection 43 to permit
freedom of action in the pivotal engagement and disen-
gagement of tooth 42 with loop projection 43. Side ele-
ment 34 is provided with the necessary resiliency to per-
mit the latching and unlatching of tooth 42 with tooth
projection 43. In this manner a loop area 45 is provided
to accommodate a key or keys sirung upon side element
34 and hung upon base element 33. (The keys are not
shown.)

Locking insert 21 is passed through open end 8 to be
housed in casing 11 and to be removably secured therein.
When secured therein, locking insert 21 also secures or
locks side element 34 in latched position.

With particular reference to FIGURE 3, wherein is il-
lustrated locking insert 21 removably secured within cas-
ing 11; leg 24 yieldingly engages ear 16, seat 61A yield-
ingly engages saw tooth projection 44 and the side of leg

'23 engages side element 34 adjacent tooth 42 and notch

41.

Legs 23 and 24 through base 25 and recess 26 are pro-
vided with resiliency so that they may be pressed together
across recess 26 against the force of the resiliency.

To remove locking insert 21 from casing 11 a thumb

is pressed against serrations 29 whereby saw tooth pro-
jection 61A is disengaged from saw tooth projection 44
and the thumb and fore-finger may grasp eyelet projection
28 to withdraw locking insert 21 from inside casing 11.
In withdrawing locking insert 21 from casing 11 the end
of leg 24 disengages side element 34. Side element 34
may then be pressed toward side element 35 to thereby
disengage tooth 42 from tooth projection 43 and be piv-
oted around pintel 37 to open loop 45.
* In the modified form, casing 11A is constructed exact-
ly the same as casing 11 and may be identified, in FIG-
URES 7 and 8, as bottom member 13A, right side mem-
ber 14A and left side member 15A provided with ear 16A.
Right side member 14A is provided with loop projection
43A and saw tooth projection 44A. Left side member
15A is provided with a lcop projection 43B.

Pivotal loop 32A consists of a base element 33A and
two opposite and parallel side elements 34A and 35A.
Side element 34A is provided with a notch 41A and a
tooth 42A. Side element 35A is provided with a notch
41B and a tooth 42B.

Loop 32A latches to casing 11A when tooth 42A en-
gages loop projection 43A and tooth 42B engages loop
projection 43B. Notch 41A is adapted to accommodate
the contour of loop projection 43A and notch 42B accom-
modates the contour of loop projection 43B to permit
freedom of action in the resilient engagement and dis-
engagement of teeth 42A, 42B with loop projections
43A, 43B, respectively. Loop 32A is provided with the
necessary resiliency to permit the latching and unlatching
of teeth 42A, 42B with tooth projections 43A, 43B.

Locking insert 21A is constructed in a modified form

to locking insert 21 and consists of a flat body having
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one leg 23A relatively wide when compared to a cooperat-
ing latching leg 24A which is relatively thin or narrow.
A base 25A is connected to wide leg 23A by means of an
offset portion 75 which is adapted in contour to engage
the back of tooth 42A to thereby lock tooth 42A in
engagement with loop projection 43A as viewed in FIG-
URE 7. Similarly, base 25A is connected to thin leg 24A
by -means of an offset portion 76 which is adapted in
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contour to engage the back of tooth 42B when in tooth °

42B locking position as viewed in FIGURE 7.

A slot or recess 26A separates wide leg 23A from thin
leg 24A and in this manner provides the necessary degree
of resiliency to permit leg 24A to be pressed toward

leg 23A. One tooth, or a plurality of saw teeth 77, 78 -

are provided in leg 23A. A finger projection 89 is pro-
vided with an eyelet 81 and serrations 82. Thin leg 24A
may. be provided with a knob 85A to blunt the end of
leg 24A.

Thus it will be seen that teeth 42A, 42B in conjunc-
tion with loop projections 43A, 43B provide latch ele-
ment means for removably holding loop 32A within
casing 11A and with legs 24A and 23A providing the
locking element means for the latch element means.

It will also be noted that legs 23, 24, 23A, 24A and '

opposite side clements 34, 35 and 34A, 35A are spaced
apart a greater distance than the distance between the
two side walls 14, 15, 14A, 15A of the casing 11, 11A,
respectively, when said legs and side elements are un-
restrained by said side walls.

Having shown and described preferred embodiments
of the present invention, by way of example, it should be
realized that structural changes could be made and other

examples given without departing from either the spirit

or scope of this invention.

What I claim is:

1. A dual key clasp consisting of a casing, a locking
insert and a pivotal loop, said casing comprising a top
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member, a bottom member, a right side member pro- -

vided with a loop projection and a saw tooth projection;
a left side member provided with an ear and a cut back,
forming a cavity with two open ends, said pivotal loop
consisting of a base element and two opposite and parallel

side elements, one side element having a bearing, the other

side element having 2 notch and a tooth, means pivotally
connecting said bearing to said casing at one open end,
whereby said tooth engages and disengages said loop pro-
jection through manual manipulation, a locking insert
consisting of a flat body, generally U shaped, having
one wide leg provided with a tooth, a narrower leg pro-
vided with a knob and a base uniting said wide leg with
said narrower leg and with a slot separating said wide
leg from said narrower leg, and a finger projection pro-
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vided with an eyelet formed in said wide leg, said locking .

insert manually movable into and out of said cavity
through the other of said open ends whereby said knob
resiliently engages said ear, said tooth of said locking
insert engages and disengages said saw tooth projecting,
said narrower leg engages and disengages said bearing,
and said wide leg engages and disengages the side element
having the notch whereby said tooth of said pivotal loop
forms a locked latch with said loop projection.

2. A dual key clasp consisting of a casing, a locking
insert and a pivotal loop, said casing forming a cavity
with two open ends and comprising a top member, a
bottom ‘member and two side members, one of said side
members having a loop projection and a saw tooth pro-
jection, said pivotal loop consisting of a base element
and two opposite side elements, one side element having
a bearing, the other of said two opposite side elements
having one part of a latch, means pivotally connecting
said bearing to.said casing at one open end whereby said
one part of a latch engages and disengages said loop pro-
jection forming the other part of a latch, a locking insert
consisting of a body having two legs separated by means
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of a slot, said slot providing means for relative move-
ment, between said legs, toward and away from each
other, said locking insert slidable into and out of said
cavity . through the other of said two open ends, and
means on said body to engage and disengage said saw
tooth projection and one of said side members to re-
leasably secure said locking insert within said cavity and
to hold said one part of a latch in engagement with said
loop projection.

3. A dual key clasp consisting of a casing, a locking
insert, and a pivotal: loop, said casing being of tubular
form and defining a cavity having two open ends, said
pivotal loop consisting of an element having a bearing
on.one end and -a latch part of the other end, means
pivotally connecting said bearing to said casing at one
open end, and means on said casing for engagement
and disengagement with said latch part, a locking insert
consisting of a body having two legs connected by a base,
there being a slot to separate said two legs for relative
movement therebetween, toward and away from each
other, said locking insert slidable into and out of said
cavity through the other of said two open ends, said
body having releasable lock means for releasably retain-
ing said body within said casing, said body releasably
retaining said pivotal loop in latched position with said
means on and within said casing through engagement
with said latch part.

4. A dual clasp consisting of a casing, a locking insert,
and a pivotal loop, said casing being of tubular form,
rectangular in cross section, and defining a cavity having
two. side walls and two open ends, said pivotal loop
consisting of an element having two ends, a bearing on
one end and a latch member on the other end, means
pivotally connecting said bearing to said casing at one
open end, and means on said casing for engagement and
disengagement with said latch member to pivotally hold

said latch member within said casing, a locking insert

consisting of a body having two legs connected by a
base of flexible material to afford relative movement
between said legs, said two legs each having a portion
engageable and disengageable with said pivotal loop and
each of said two legs having additional portions engage-
able with said two side walls, respectively, one of said
legs having at least one tooth, a projecting element ex-
tending into said cavity from one of said two side walls,
said locking insert being slidable into and out of said
cavity through the other of said two open ends, said
projecting element being engageable with said tooth when
said locking insert is positioned within said cavity to
lock said locking insert and said pivotal loop in said
casing, and releasing means for releasing said tooth from
said projection to separate said locking insert from said
casing and said latch member from said casing to release
said pivotal loop from latch engagement from said casing.

5. A dual key clasp consisting of a casing, a locking
insert and a loop, said casing being of tubular form and
defining a cavity. having two open ends, said loop having
a latch element on one end, and a second latch element
on the opposite end, means on said casing for removably
holding said first mentioned latch element and said sec-
ond latch element within said casing through one open
end, a locking insert consisting of a body having two legs
connected by a base, there being a slot to separate said
two legs for relative movement therebetween said locking
insert slidable into and out of said cavity through the
other of said two open ends, said body having releasable
locking means for releasably retaining said body within
said casing, said body releasably retaining said loop in a
Jatched position within said casing through releasable en-
gagement with said first mentioned latch element and said
second mentioned latch element to thereby hold said first
mentioned latch element and said second mentioned latch
element in contact with said means on said casing for
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removably holding said first mentioned latch element and
said second latch element within said casing.

6. A dual key clasp consisting of a casing, a locking
insert and a loop, said casing being of tubular form and
defining a cavity having two open ends, latch element
means between said loop and said casing to removably
secure said loop within said casing through one of said two
open ends, a locking insert consisting of a body having
two legs connected to a base, there being a slot to sepa-
rate -said two legs for relative movement therebetween,
said locking insert slidable into and out of said cavity
through the other of said two open ends, said body having
releasable locking means for releasably retaining said
body within said casing, said body releasably engaging
said loop in latched position within said casing to assist
said latch element means in retaining said loop within
said casing.
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