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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs D. KIRBY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
North Attleboro, in the county of Bristol 

5 and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Bracelets, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had therein to the 
accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to expansible brace 

lets and has for its object to provide each 
of the overlapping ends of the resilient wire 
of which the bracelet is constructed with a 
thimble which serves the combined purpose 

15 of a cap and a guide by means of which the 
resilient wire ends are retained in position 
and guided to slide back and forth in ex 
panding the bracelet to pass over the hand 
of the Wearer. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, as will be more fully de 
scribed and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 
1- is a perspective view illustrating the 
complete bracelet with my improved cap 
and guide thimble connected to both of the 
overlapping ends. Fig. 2- is an enlarged 

30 view illustrating one of the thimbles in sec 
tion, the same being applied to the resilient 
wire. Fig. 3- shows the oblong cup form 
into which this thimble is drawn from the 
blank. Fig. 4 - is a perspective view illus 

35 trating the middle portion of the thimble as 
being pressed together forming two cham 
bers one to receive the end of the wire and 
serve as a cap, the other chamber to permit 
the wire to pass therethrough and serve as 

40 a guide. Fig. 5- is an end view of the 
thimble. Fig. 6- illustrates a modified 
form of guide and connector. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates 
the main or body portion of the bracelet 

45 which portion is constructed of wire or other 
suitable material, the same being preferably 
resilient or springy so as to permit the brace 
let to expand while being passed over the 
hand of the wearer and then to return to 

50 its normal size. An ornamentation 2 may 
be attached to this bracelet, if desired, the 
same being preferably provided with loops 
3 and 4 through which the wire may pass 
and be secured to one of these loops by any 
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suitable means, the other loop being prefer 55 
ably unattached allowing the wire to move 
freely therethrough so as not to interfere . . 
with the straightening of that section be 
tween the loops in the expansion of the 
bracelet. The opposite ends 5 and 6 of this 
bracelet preferably overlap or extend beyond 
each other a short distance, the object being 
to connect the free end of one to the adja 
cent portion of the other so as to hold each 
end in its proper position, and at the same 
time guide the ends while the bracelet is 
expanding. To accomplish this in a simple, 
inexpensive and very effective manner I 
have formed a somewhat elongated or ob 
long cup or thimble 7, see Figs. 3 and 5, and 
drilled or punched out one portion of the 
bottom of this cup, as at S see Fig. 5, to 
permit One of the wires to freely pass there 
through, said punched portion thereby form 
ing a guide, while the other portion 9 of the 
bottom is left continuous to receive the end 
of the adjacent wire and form a cap for the 
same. These thimbles are preferably con 
nected to the wire in the manner best illus 
trated in Figs. 2 and 4, which is by passing 
the opposite ends of the wire through the 
guide eyes 8–8 in each thimble and into the 
closed pockets of the opposite thimble, then 
Swaging the walls of the middle portion 10 
of each thimble down in such manner that 
the continuous or unpunched portions of the 
thimbles will be bound firmly onto the tip 
ends of the wire so that they cannot be re 
moved therefrom, at the same time forming 
a tubular bearing in each thimble through 
which a parallel wire portion may freely 
pass. In order to facilitate the fastening of 
these thimbles on the ends of the wire with 
out the use of solder, said wire may be upset, 
scored, or recessed near its ends as shown at 
11 in Fig. 2, into which recesses the stock of 
the thimble may be pressed thereby render 
ing the use of solder quite unnnecessary in 
this fastening. 
Other devices of this character are usu 

ally made in two parts and soldered to 
gether requiring considerable heat, which 
soldering operation, as is well known, in 
many instances destroys the plating and is 
otherwise objectionable. To punch out the 
bottom of both compartments of the thimble 
forming substantially a band embracing 
both the end of the wire and that portion 
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adjacent to it as shown in Fig. 6 would 
still fall within the spirit and scope of my 
invention. - 

My improved guide thimble is extremely 
neat in appearance, is inexpensive of con 
struction, and effective in its operation. It 
lies flat upon the arm, and will not hurt, 
injure or irritate the wearer. By forming 
each cap or thimble complete in one piece 
and applying them by pressure to the wire 
the whole operation may be done without 
the use of solder, thereby permitting these 
thimbles, as well as the wire of the brace 
let itself, to be made of a thinner plated 
stock than could be used if the plating were 
obliged to withstand the high temperature 
necessary for soldering. 

claim: 
1. An expandible bracelet comprising a 

single piece of spring wire having overlap 
ping ends and two guides and connectors 
each consisting of a single piece of metal 
having its walls at its middle portion con 
tracted forming two separate compartments 
one of which receives and is secured to one 
end of the wire, the other compartment 
forming an elongated guide bearing, and 
said middle portion forming a connector 
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between said first compartment and said 
bearing whereby each bracelet end is Sup 
ported and connected to a portion of the 
wire adjacent said end. 

2. An expandible bracelet comprising a 
single piece of spring wire having overlap 
ping ends, and two guides and connectors 
each. consisting of a single piece of metal 
having a cup-form, the walls of which at 
their middle are contracted forming two 
separate compartments one of which re 
ceives and is secured to one end of the wire, 
the bottom of said compartment forming 
a cap which covers one end of the wire, 
the other compartment forming an elon 
gated guide bearing for the wire near the 
other end thereof, and said middle portion 
forming a connector between the two com 
partments whereby each bracelet end is sup 
ported and connected to a portion of the 
wire adjacent said end. 

in testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES D. KIRBY. 
Witnesses: 

How ARD E. BARLow, 
G. CROSSLEY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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