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This invention relates to improvements in dis-
pensing containers, a particular purpose thereof
being to provide a postal kit which includes a
compartmentation for the storage of postage
stamps interfolded in accordion formation, the
dispensing guide flanges which comprise the prin-
cipal elements of the compartmentation being
resilient in nature, thereby to exercise a grip on
succeeding vertical rows of stamps to prevent
undue unfolding yet yielding to manual pulling
when if is desired to tear off a row or rows of the
stamps or other sheet material.

One of the important uses of the present con-
tainer in the form of a postal kit is by mail car-
riers serving rural communities. Such com-
munities do not always have the advantage of a
conveniently located post office where postage
stamps can be purchased. Reliance is then
placed on the mail carrier as the source of supply
for postage stamps, post cards and envelopes.
Since mail carriers often encounter inclement
weather in their daily travels, the handling of
such commodities as mentioned makes them
highly vulnerable to the collection of moisture
and dirt, especially so with respect to the gummed
surfaces thereof which should be kept dry and
clean. Another important use is for the dispens-
ing, safe-keeping and storage of postal sheet ma-
terial by stamp clerks and postmasters in small
post offices and by clerks in various stores and
offices.

At this point it should be explained that while
the foregoing uses of the postal kit are its chief
uses, the principles of its several features are such
as will enable extending the use of the invention
to other fields. For example, gummed sheet ma-
terial in accordion-folded form, or in rolled form,
and printed otherwise than to comprise postage
stamps, can be stored in and dispensed from the
resiliently walled compartments. By the same
token, articles other than post cards and enve-
lopes may be contained by other storage spaces
provided in the kit for this purpose. The broad
aspects of the invention are therefore to be kept
in mind, particularly when considering commonly
encountered. faults in dispensing containers of
generally kindred types.

Therefore, reverting to a preferred embodiment
of the use of the present invention and now set-
ting out its salient features, it will be understood
that one of the objects thereof is to provide a
postal kit having one or more compartments
especially constructed to contain postage stamps
in interfolded or accordion-fold formation, the
side members of each compartment being made of
resilient material so that the terminal guide
flanges at which an end of the stamp -sheet
emerges will press thereon with & grip that will
yield undéf a manual pull on"the emergent pors
tion, -
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Another object of the invention is to supple-
ment the stamp compartment with confronting
retarding ribs which cooperate with the dispens-
ing flanges in that they retard the major portion
of the folded sheet while the emergent end is
pulled out between the dispensing flanges.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a container of the present type having means for
exercising a grip on the emergent portion of the
sheet.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-

vide a compartment for the sheet material which
is constructed of resilient material in order to
grip the sheet in the manner herein intended.
A further object of the invention is to provide
an initial or partial compartment within the con-
fines of the main dispensing compartment for
retaining the major portion of the sheet material
in folded or ther stored position.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a postal kit having g system of compartmen-~
tation which especially adapts the kit to safely
and cleanly carrying postage stamps, cards and
envelopes and storing them.

These and other objects and advantages of the
invention appear in the following specification,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the postal kit, por-
tions of the cover and one of its guide flanges be-
ing broken away;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the postal kit, the cover
being omitted;

Fig, 3 is an elevation of one end of the postal
kit;

Fig 4 is a vertical section taken on ‘the line 4-—4
of Fig. 2, showing the cover in place;

Fig, 5 is a fractional perspective view of one
of the stamps compartments, illustrating a par-
ticularly important feature of the invention, and

Fig. 6 is a detail plan view presently described.

In carrying out the invention, the postal kit,
generally designated 18, is made in the form of a
rectangular box preferably of a thermo-setting
plastic but permissibly of any substiute of suffi-
cient durability to withstand the hard use to
which it will be put. The box has a bottom i1,
back 12 and opposite sides i3. 'The top and front
are open thereby to provide full and easy access
to the compartmented interior in- which the
stamps, cards and envelopes are stored.

The space afforded by the open top-and front
may be closed by a cover 14 which combprises the
top and front portions 15 and §6. The-fop has
a depending flange 17 which overlaps the back (2

and sides 13 to compose a fairly complete c]osure

around the top margin. The front portion 16 is
in the form of an oversjze flange, more in the

nature of & flap which g¢es completely tothe

bottom 1, The cover 14 is emplaced and ‘e~

!
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moved in its entirety. When it is emplaced, the
flange 17 fits over the back and sides while the
front portion is slid in crimped guideways 18 (Fig.

2) into whick the front.verticalledges of the sides:

13 are formed.
Channels (9 and 29 are formed in the back and

sides, all of which add considerable stiffniess to:
The side channels- 20- provide-

the structure.
guides for the plates 21 and 22 of"a compart--
mentation, the immediately following descrip-

tion being confined to one of the members-there--
of. The plate 21 is slid into and desirably. fixed .

in a pair of the guides located nearest the open
front. It is the foundation of a plurality of*stamp
compartments 238, all off which are identical ex-
cept. for a- difference in size.. Most of the. com-
partments-are of asize to-hold the usual: small:
postage: stamps: in accordion-fold formation- as-
at.24: (Fig: 5). Several compartments of: larger
dimension are- provided to. hold stamps: of the
commemorative: size; Said difference occasions:
an offset 25 in the plate 21.

Vertical parallel: ribs 26:-on front of the plate
2i;.formed: by channelling the baek of said:plate;
provide mounts to which the inner upright edges
of the horizontally arched or bowed resilient sides
27 are either cemented or press-fitted to make:an:
enduring bond; The remote sides 27¢; lacking:

15

20

25

mounting ribs, are cemented directly totheback—

ing plate; The dispensing flanges 28, in which
the sides 27 and’ 2Ta terminate at.the: front; lie:
flat against eachs other, or nearly sc, being. re=
strained:in that relationship by the inward ten~-
sion of companion: sides: of. each- compartment
23. The: nether edges' of said:sides:2T: are un-
attached to-the bottom: i1 so:as-not.to limit flex—
ure.

Consequently: the: dispensing flanges exercise
a grip on the emergent vertical row: stamps 28.
(Pig. 5), yielding only  to the manual pull, ap-
plied tHereto:at-a thumb-notch 36-in at least one
of the dispensing: flanges. Retarding ribg 3{- on
the inner surfaces of the sides 21, 21q:are:spaced
forwardly. at equal distances from the inner up-
right.edges to.confront each other as:shown (Fig.
2). The previously mentioned accordion: fold 24
is* emplaced behind the confronting rilis- which
act to retard the major portion of the:interfolded
sheet.. The stamps. are: prevented from unfold-

ing too much when the emergent row 29 is pulled !

out as at-28u:and: torn offr across:the edge 32, in
which respect said-ribs 3.4 cooperate with the-dis-
pensing flanges 28.

Referring: now to' the other member- of: the:

compartmentation, namely, the plate 22, it is: ob= &

served in Pig. 2 that' the ofiset 25.i§ occupied®in
part by-a small receptacle 83 which extends for-
wardly from the plate 22. The latier has one or
more shelves 34 which extend to the back. The
distribution and dimensions of the receptacle-and:
shelves are such as to define spaces which-can be
used.for the storage of postcards, smalil angd’large.
envelopes in that order.. The large envelopes rest
on. the. shelves. Stamp books are” Kept in: the
receptacle: 33.. In. addition to that. purpose. the
lateral- walls of the receptacle. provide. a.finger-
held. by means of which. the. plate can. be. lifted.
in.its.guides 20.. ’

" Tfy. the. embadiment: shown, the. plate 22 does
nob.extend.all.the. way down. (Fig. 4), being sup-
ported.in.the suspended position.by. rests.28-which'
are. cemented to the sides {3 across.the. proper.

guides. 20: at. the: requisite. upward. distance.. The.

Space 39 (Fig, 4). resulting. frony these. arrarnge-
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ments provides an additional or semi-secret com-
partment for the storage of extra sheets of stamps
of various denominations.

Handles, or a* carrying strap: (neither shown)
will-be comnected-with upstanding:liigs 46 which
are cemented or otherwise affixed to the sides.
Each is desirably strengthened by a rib. Means

_for.locking down. the cover 14, comprising a hasp

41- which is hihgedly aflixed to the back 12 as
shown, is provided. The hasp is swung over a
Keeper 42¢ (Fig: 6) which has a hole for the
shaekle of 2 lock. The cover flange 17 is cut out
at the back as at 43 to make room for the hasp
when:the:cover is set down into place. The short
radius of the hasp restricts the raising movement
of the:cover so-that the:latter is locked down for
all-practical:purposes when the-lock- (not shown)-
is in:place.

From the foregoing, description: it will-be un-
derstood-that the compartments 23.are primarily.
constructed for: the storage of sheets of stamps;
or portions thereof, folded vertically in.accordion
formation. As-each vertical row is pulled: out
and torn off,. the- emergent edge is yieldingly
gripped by: the dispensing flanges, while the
major. portion of the-accordion fold is held back:
by the retarding ribs. The‘remaining compart-
mentations: 35,. 36, 37 and 39 are an important
auxiliary- to: the compartments 23 in that they

‘maintain, in a.sense, a necessary-source of sup~

ply:; By an extension.of the present invention,
the, latter compartmentation: is: active: while the.
formeris static.

Moreover, by removing the plate 22, a. new se-

 ries’ of .compartments:may. be formed by insertng

one or more plates. (not- shown) parallel to-the
sides’ 13 between the cooperating, opposing chian-
nels: 19-so that the plates are vertically slidable
in. the: channel’ grooves. These compartments
have found: particular use as storage space for
stamps:.

True to its: primary nature of a kit, the con-
tginer’ includes the bottom: 1. But it is con~
ceivable that the stamp: compariments 23 may
function as the'dispensing medium-of interfolded
commodities without employing a bottom. This.
arrangement. can: be visualized without illustra-
tion.. Thus,.in the case of a.sheet of stamps, the:
major. fold' formation 24 will. stay. in: place: by
the expansive reaction:of thefolds. The dispens-
ing: flanges;aid in holding: the stamps in place: in
the compartments.down tothe last row.

While the. invention: Has been described in a
preferred embodiment,. it will-be understood-that
various: modifications.and departures thereof are
included. and I intend: that such modifications:
shall be included: within the:appended claims:

I claim?

1. A. dispensing: container’ for sheet material,
comprising a box including a. bottom, opposite
sides-and a back, and an open front and top, said
sides having guideways at-their front portion,
active and. static compartmentation in. the box
comprising. a plate mounted on the. sides and
extending to-the bottom to-define. at. least one
static stowage space adjacent.to the back, at least
one. pair. of- resilient.sides affixed.at like. edges on.
the. front. of. the: plate in. spaced. relation. and
extending, toward: the. epen. front to provide:an.
active. compartment. into. which. a.sheet.in.folded
form. is. transferable from said. stowage space,
saidasides_.having,terminal dispensing flanges be-
tween. which. a. free. edge. of: the. folded sheet is
emergent,.and. a. cover providing: 4 common clo-
sure for all of the compartmentation, including
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4 front portion slidable in said guideways and a
top portion flanged on three sides.

2. A dispensing container for sheet material,
comprising a box including a bottom, back and
opposite sides and open at the front and top, at
least two compartments of varied size in the box,
each being composed of resilient sides extending
toward each other and having terminal dispens-
ing flanges, a first plate affixed to the sides hav-
ing an offset to accommodate the varied sized
compartments said flanges extending to the bot-
tom, like edges of the sides being affixed to the
respective portions of the plate, and a shelved
second plate mounted on the sides defining a
compartmentation between the first plate and
back, and a receptacle affixed to the second plate,
extending into said offset and providing a finger-
hold for the withdrawal of the second plate for
access to the space below said compartmentation.

3. A postal kit comprising a box container in-
cluding a bottom, opposite sides and a back, and
an open front and top, said sides having guide-
ways at their front portion, at least one plate
vertically fitted in the box mounted on said sides
and extending to the bottom, and a stamp com-
partment of which the plate is a part, said com-
partment including a pair of arched resilient
sides vertically positioned and affixed at like edges
to the plate in spaced relation, their nether edges
extending to the bottom but being unattached
thereto whereby to avoid interference with flex-
ure, said sides extending toward each other and
having terminal dispensing flanges held in sub-
stantial contact by the resilience of the sides to
yieldingly grip a row of stamps, and a cover pro-
viding a closure, including a front portion slid-
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able in said guideways and a top portion flanged
on three sides.

4, In a dispensing container for sheet mate-
rial, a plate having parallel mounting ribs, a pair
of oppositely positioned compartment sides af-
fixed at like edges to the plate along the ribs for
determining the spaced relation of the sides, said
sides being resilient and arched from the ribs
toward each other and having terminal dispens-
ing flanges held in substantial flat contact by
the resilience of the sides, and oppositely posi-
tioned inwardly extending retarding ribs on the
inner surfaces of each of the sides running par-
allel to and spaced apart from the plate whereby
to provide an initial compartment within the
confines of the sides.

LEONARD ARNOLD SMOAK,
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