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comprising such ornamental element

The invention relates © an ornament for a jewsllery system, which ornament
comprises a base porticn provided with at [east one noich for receiving an
slongate elemsnt and an ormamental sflement that can be mounted on the
base porion in such a manner that it extends across the notch and theraby
encloses the elongate element. Besides ihe invention relates to a jewsllery
system comprising an elongate element and further comprising at lsast one
ormarnent a5 described above.

Such crnament and such jewellery system are known from German patent
publication No. 1,087,388 that shows a jeweliery bead that is provided with at
least one through-going bore and a notch that extends from the outside of the
bead intc the through-going bore. The through-going bore thus constitutes
the bottem of the notch and the bead can be mounted on a string by the
string being conveyed down infc the bottom of the noteh until arranged in the
through-geing bore. The noich is wedgs-shaped and a wedge eloment is
provided that can be pressed down into the notch and by means of barbs be
secured therein. The wedge element can be made of a material and a coiour
that are different from those of the bead, but can be mounted in ene manner
anly that makss the bead spherical.

Besides, US-A-5440,900 also teaches omaments for mounting on a
jewsllery chain, which ornaments are configured for being tightly squeazed
around the chain. Each of these crnaments consist of a dish-shapad portion
with an open back and a clused front, wherein a jawellery elemeni can ba
mounted, eg in the shape of a gem. Lipon mounting on a jewellery chain, tha
chain is conveyed through neches or apenings in the fateral walls of the
ornament and is clasped in place by means of a ciasping element. Thus, the
ornaments are sacured n a releasable manner and their positioning relative
o each other on the chain can be varfed, However, there is no possibilty of
varying the omamental glements of the individual ornament.

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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Finally, FR-A1-2747,277 discloses a jewellery system, wherein the
omaments comprise a base portion that is, by means of gluing or mechanical
defarmation, altached on several chains. By using magnets in the base
portions and magnatic materials in the associated omamental elemeants, it is
possible [0 secure the ornamental elements in a releasable marnner on the
base portions. Thus, this jewellery system enables exchange of the individual
ornamental elements, but it does not provide the option of changing the
locations of the base portions on the chains.

in arder {o be able fo further vary jewellery of these fypes, there is a need for
omaments for mounting on a string, a chain or any other elengate element,
said ornements providing & higher degree of flexibility with regard to the
options of variations compared to the prior art mountable bsads or
omamsnts.

It is thus an object of the invention to provide an emament and a jewellery
system that provide these further options for variations.

This is obtained by configuring the ornament described above such that the
base portion and the ormament is configured such that the ornament can, ina
releasable manner, be mounted on the base porlion with a randomly selected
origntation relative to the notch.

Hereby it is obtained that, in addition to being mountable on an elongate
slement, such as a string, a chain, a bar or the like, the omament alsc
comprises an ornamental element that can be corfigured to be iregular and
thal can be ariented as desired in the base portion of the erament.

The interconnection befween the base portion and the arnamental element
can be configured in various ways, but according to a preferred embodiment
the base portion s provided with a simple circuiar recess, in which the
ornamental element can be mounted.
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In order to ensure adeguais attachment of the ornamental element in the
hase portion, the cireular recess in the base portien can be undercut, while
simultaneously the ornamental slement is provided with at l2ast one helder
flap having an outwardly protruding collar that is able 0 engage with the
undarcut recess. By this configuration of the base porticn and the ormamental
element if is possible to establish a snap-coupling between the two porticns.
Sush coupling means that the ornamental element is readily mounted as wel!
as dismaunted.

Accarding to a preferred embadiment the base poriion is configured a5 a
circular ring, wherein the at ieast one notch is located diagonally on the cne
side of the base portion, and wherein the circular recess constitutes a
through-geing opening through the base portion. By this embodimeni the
base portion is generally configurad as a rotationally symmetrical element,
apart fiom {he notsh, and the recess being configured as a through-geing
opening enables mounting of cmamanial elements on both sides of the basz
portici.

Preferably the notch in the base portion extends into a central plane in the
circular opening such that a mounted, siongate element extends substantially
through this plane whereby a wei-balanced mounting s obiained.

In order to provide durable, but yat flexible elements the base portion as well
as the omamental siemen; is preferably made of plastics.

The jewsllsry system according to the invention comprises an elongate
eiement and at lsast one ornamsnt canfigured as featurad above. By the
jeweliory system it is thus possible to construct severa! different pieces of
jewsllery provided with omamental slements that are mounted on the
aiongate element.

Preferably, the at least one groove provided in the base portion has such
width that tha alongate elenient can be secured in the notch by squeezing.
Hereby simple attachment of the ornament on the elongate clement is

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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obtained and a further attachment can be obiained by mounting of the
ormamental element an that side of the base poriion thal is provided with the
noteh, the efongate element hereby being confined at the notch bottom by
the arnamental etement.

The elongate element can be configured as an inflexible rod that is optionally
shaped to form a nscklace or a bracelet However, in the preferred
embadimant the elongats element is configured ta be flexible and (s provided
with coupling means at its ends, This elongate, flexible alement can thus be
used for very flexible applications and for the construction of various
sfructures.

According to ene embadiment at least the one coupling means at the end of
the elongate, flexible element is configured as a base portion that
corresponds to the base portion of the omaments, Hereby further options of
variations are obtsined, since — on the one hand — it is possible fo mount
omamental elements in the base poriion, and ~ on the other hand - it is
possible for the bage portion via the notch io be taused to engage with
another part of the slongats, flexible elsment.

According to an alternative embodiment at least the one coupling means at
the end of the elongate, flexible elemant is configured as a spherical elemeni
having a diamster that excesds the overall thicknoss of the elangats, floxibla
element. Such spherical element at the end of the slangate flexible elament
serves, on the one hand, as a stop for how far towards the end of the
slongate, flexible slement an amament can be mounted and, on the other, as
an elegant finishing of the elongate, flexible element if that end remains free
after mouniting of various amaments.

Preferably the elongate, flexible sfement is configured as a metal chain that
provides a secure basis for engagement with & notch provided in the base
portion of the ornameant,

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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The invention will now be described ir further detail with reference to the
drawing, wherein

Figure 1 shows an armament according to & first embodiment;

Figure 2 shows the crnament separated in a base portion and an omamental
alement;

Figure 3 shows a chain with ornamants mounted thereon;
Figure 4 shows a chain extension; and

Figure 5 shows an altermative use of an amament accarding to the invention
as a part of an earring.

Figure 1 shows an omament 1 for a jewellery system, which ormament 1
comprises a base portion 2 that (s provided with at least cne nofeh 3 for
mounting on arr elongate element, such as a chain, a string, a rod, strand of
nair or the like. The omament alse comprises an ornamental element 4 that
is releasably mounted on the base poriion 2. In the smboediment shown the
omamental element 4 is configured as a buiterfly, bul the orhamental
element may have other shapes as wili be apparant from the following.

In Figure 2 the omament 1 is shown separaied in its two paris: the base
portion 2 and the armamenial element 4 that can be assembled and
separated by means of & snap-coupling a5 will be described balow.

In thé& embadiment shawn the base portion 2 is confioured as a circular ring
with a through-going opening. lis upper and lower sides perpendicular to the
through-going opening are plane, whereas its outer surface is configured
curved. Diagonally on the u;:;per side a notch 3 is provided that is configured
far being able to recaive an siongate «lement, such as a chain, a siring, =2

rod, sirands of hair or the like. The bottom of the nofch 3 is located to be -

substantially leval with the central plane of the base portion 2, such that an

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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slongate slemant arranged in the noich is caused to be situated substantially
in this central plane of the base portion 2.

The through-going apening is configured with undercut edges, there being
pravided at the upper and lower sides of the base portion 2 inwardiy oriented
collars or beads 5 that constifutes a part of the snag-coupling between the
base poriion 2 and the arnamental elerment 4,

On the battom face the ornamental element 4 is pravided with a disc 6 that in
turn is provided with four downwardly orisnted nolder flaps 7 that each
constitutes a circle with a diameter that coresponds to the diametar of the
through-going apening in the base portion 2.

Each helding flsp 7 is provided with an outwardly crientsd collar or bead &
that is configured for engaging with the collar or bead 5 of the base portion 2
provided in the through-going opening when the ormamenial element 4 is
mounted it the base portion 2. Owing te the configuration of the connecting
means the orientation of the amamental element relative 1o the notch 3 in the
base portion 2 can be selected frealy.

The ormament 1 can be mounted on an elongate element by it being located
in the notch 3 on the Yase portion 2. If the elongate elament fits tightly into
the nolch 3, ie it has a width that slightly exceeds the width of the notch 3, it
may be secured exclysively by means of the friction batween the sides of the
groove 2 and the slongate element. Preferably the notch 3 has such depth
ihat the ornamental slement 2 can still be mounted on the base portion 2
when it is mountad on an slengate element. If the elongate elemant does not
fit tightly inte the notch 3, howeyesr, it may still be used, the omament 1 thus
becoming, in that case, merely loosely mounted on the chain or the string, ie
the mounted ormament can be displaced freely on the elongate element.

As mentioned above, the slongate slement may comprise a chain or a string,
whereby one or more ornaments 1 may be constituents of a jewellery system
with necklaces, bracslets and tha like. However, the elongate slement may

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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also be shapead as rigid rods or fings on which one or more ormaments 1 can
be mountad or it may consist of the user’s hair, viz a number of strands of
hair being lacatad in the notsh 3 of the base portion 2, following which an
ornamental eiement 4 i mounted and squeezes the hair in place within the
notch 3.

Now Figure 3 shows an eiongate element in the form of a chain 9 and
ornaments 1, 17, 21 that are mounied on the chain 8. The chain 9 is made of
metal tings that are connected axially to each other with only a small axisl
clearance between sach metal ring. Such chain 9 appears like a compact,
elongats, flexible element that is extremely suitable for use in combination
with the ormament shown in Figures 1 and 2, since 1t is wery stable
dimansionally in the transversal ditection and thersfora it may in a suitable
manner be pressed down into the notch 3 of a base portion 2 and be sacurad
therein by a clasping effect.

At the one end the chan 9 is provided with a coupling means that is
configured as a base portion 32 that is configured essentialy like the base
portion 2 shown In Figures 1 and 2. On the side, the base portion 32 is
providad with an aye 33 in which the chain 9 is secured via & second eye 34.
The base portion 32 is provided with a notch 35 as well as an inwardly
sxtending collar or bead 36 in the through-going opening. Thus the base
portion 32 can receive both a seceond elongate element in the notch 35 and
be fitted with an omamental element 4 in the same manrer as the base
portion 2 shown in Figures 1 and 2. Of course, the chain 8 can also be clesed
to form a closed ring if the cpposite end of the chein 9 is mountad in the
natch 35.

At the second end the chain 9 is pravided with a spherical element 40, whose
diameter slightly exceeds the diameter of the chain 9. Thus, this spherical
elemant can act bath as an end stop for an ornament 1 and as an elegant
finishing of the chain 9, if it is used with a loosely suspended end.

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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The cmament 1 that is shown in details in Figure 1 and 2 are mounted and
secured on the chain © by the chain 9 being pressed into the notch 3,
following which the ormamental eiement € fs mounted by means of the holder
flaps 7, whose cutwardly extending collar 8 cooperates with the inwardiy
ariented beads 3 in the through-going opening of the base partion 2. Owing
to the configuration of the through-going opening of the base portion 2 and
the holder flaps 7 of the ormamental siement 4, it is possible — as menticnad
above — 1o orient the ormamental slerment 4 in any randomly selectad manner
relative to the chain 9.

In principle the ornamental element 11 corresponds to the orament 1, as it
comprises a base portion 2 and an ornament 4. The base portion 2 18
mounted on the chain 9 by the chain 9 being pressed down into the notch 3
and securad thersin by clasping effect. In this case the ornamental elerment
14 is dome-shaped and mounted on that side of the base poriion 2 that is
apposite the notch 3.

In principle the omament 21 also corresponds to the omament 1 shown in
Figures 1 and 2, it comprising, however, a base portion 22 that is provided
with two notches 232 and 23b provided on each their side of the base pariion
22. The two natches 23a, 23b extend diagonally across the base portion 22
and are located perpendicular to each other. Thus, the base portion 22 can,
according to choice, be mounted on an elongate element from the one side
of tha othar side, or optionally from both sides at the same fime to form a
cross between the two elongate elaments.

In the mounting shown of the omarent 21, the chain 9 is mounted in the
notch 23a, and to each side of the basa portion 22 a dome-shaped
ornamental element Z4a and & pyramidal ornamental elemert 24a,
respectively, are mounfed. The dome-shaped omamental slemant 24a as
well as the pyramidai ornamental element 24b are preferably mads of
transparent, stained glass or plastics,

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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Figures 4 and 5 show other elements that may be constituents of the
jewellary system according to the invenition.

Figure 4 shows a chain extension 41 that is, in principle, construciad in the
same manner as the chain § shown in Figure 3, viz. comprising a base
portion 42, a chain 48 and a spherical slement 50. The chain extension 41
can be used to extend the chain 2 shown in Figure 3 or more chain
extensions 41 can be mounted in succession to form & longer chain. The
chain extension 41 can also be used as & pendant or charm for a necklace or
a bracelet, the base portion 42 being mounted on a chain like the chain &
shown in Figure 3, whereas the chain 49 and the sphercal element 50 are
merely foosely suspanded. Other applications for the chain extension 41 are
also possible,

Figurs 5 shows how an omament 1 can be used in conneclion with an
earring €0, The earring 60 comprises a pin 61 for mounting through a
piercing in an ear and a lock 62 that can be ciasped on the pin 61. The
foremost end of the pin 81 Is provided with a circular disc 66 that is provided
with forwardly orientad holder flaps 67 that correspond to the holder flaps 7
on the ormamental element 4 shown in Figure 2. A base portion 63 that
carrespends to the base pojtion 2 shown in Figures 1 and 2 can thus ba
mounted on the sarring and an ocrmamental element 64 can be mounted on
the opposite side of the base portion 63.

The invention has been dascribed with referance to preferred embodiments
of ornaments and of the jewellary system. All constituent parts, however, can
ba configurad in other ways without thereby departing from the inventive
idea.

For instanze, the base parts need nat be configured as rings; they may have
any other configuration as lang as the coupling means between ihe base
portions and the ornamenta! elements ensure that the orhamental alements
can be mounted releasably with any randomly selected orientation refative to

JP 2004-503318 A 2004.2.5
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the notch with which the base porticir is mounted on the elongate element,
such as a chain, a string, a rod, strands of hair ar the like.

The lengih of a chain or sting that is a constituant of the jewsllery systern
S5 can alko be vared depending on the field of application for the individual

chain or string. Finally it is of course possible to configure the ornamental

elements in & wide varisty of ways other than those shown in Figures 1-5.
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Claims

1. An orament (1; 11; 21) for a jewellery sysiem, which ornament (1; 11; 21)
comprises a base poriion (2; 22; 63) that is provided wih at least one notch
(3; 23a, 23b) for receiving an elongate element, and an ornamental element
{4: 14; 24a, 24h; 64) that can be mounted on the base portion in such a
manner that it extends across the nolch and thus encloses the elongate
elemsnt; characterised in that the base porfion (2; 22, €3) and the
ornamental element (4, 14; 24a, 24b;, 84) are configured such that the
arnamental element {4; 14; 24a 24b, 64} can, in a releasable manner, be
mounted on the base portion {2; 22; 83) with any randomiy selected
orientation relative to the notch (3; 23a, 23b).

2. An ornament according to claim 1, characterised in that {he base poriion
(2, 22; 63} is providad with a circular recess in which the ornamental element
(4, 14; 242, 24b; 64} can be mounted,

3. An orirament according to claim 2, characterised in that the circular
reeess in the base portion (2; 22; 63) is undercut, thers being provided at
least one inwardly extending bead (8) at the edge of the recess; and that the
ornamental element (4; 14, 24a, 24b; B4) is provided with at least ohe holder
flap {7) with an outwardly extending collar {8) that is able to engage in the
undercut recess.

4. An ornament accerding to elaim 3, characterised in that the base portion
{2, 22; 63} Is configured as a sircular ring, the at laast one natch (3; 233, 23b)
being located diagonally an the ane side of the base portion (2; 22; 83), and
the circular recess forming a through-going opening through the base portion
(2, 22; 63),

5. An omament according to any one of claims 1-4, characterised in that the
notch (3; 23z, 23b) in the base porion {2; 22; €3) extends down {0 a central
plang in the circuiar sing.
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€. An omament according fo any one of claims 1-5, characterised in that the
Pase portion (2; 22, 63) as woll as the omamental element {(4; 14; 24a, 24b;
64) is madoe of piastics.

7. A jewellery system comprising an elongaie element, characterised In
further comprising at least one omament (1; 11; 21) thal is configured in
accordance with any one of claims 18,

8. A jewellery system according fo claim 7, characterised in that the at least
cne notch (3; 23a, 23b) provided in the base portion {2, 22; 63) has such
widlh that the elongate element can be sacured in the notch (3; 23a, 23b) by
a clasping effect.

S. A jewellery system according to claim 7 or 8, characterised in that the
elongate elament is flexible and is provided with coupling means at the ends.

10. A jewellery system according to claim 8, characterised in that at least
the one coupling means at the ends of the elongate, flexible element is
configured as a base portion (32; 42) that correspends to the base portion (2;
22; 823} in the ernaments (1; 11; 21).

1. A jewellsry system according to ctaim 9, characterised in that at jeast
the one coupling means at the end of the slongats, flexible clement has the
shape of & spherical element {40; 50) with a diameter that exceeds the
averall thickness of the elongats, fiaxible slement.

12. A jewsllery systern according to any one of claims -11, characterised in
that ihe elongate, flexible element is configured as a chain (9; 49).

13. A jewellery system according to claim 12, characterlsed in that the chain
{G; 49} is made of metal.
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