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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.

PCTAIS 17167705

A. CLASSIFICATION QF SUBJECT MATTER

IPC(8) - A47G 1/06, A4TG 1410, GO9F 1/12 (2018.01)

CPC - A47G 1/0805, A47G 1/0611, GO9F 15/0018, A47G 2001/0677, GOIF 1112, GOIF 2007/1843,
A4TG 1/06, GOBF 15/0012

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and 1PC
B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum documentation searched {classification system followed by classification symbals)

See Search History Document

Documentation ssarched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such dacuments are included in the fields searched
See Search History Document

Electronic data base consulted during the intemational search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
See Search History Document

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

A r| GB 1334 851 A (BRUNSDON et al.} 24 Octeber 1973 {24.10.1973), entire documant, 1-13
especially Fig. 1, 2, 4; pg. 1, In, 28-29, 89, 72-75, 88-89; pg. 2, In, 12-15, 53-58,

A "5 7 Double Plcture Frama for Tabletop, Slide in Rear Backer - Silver” (DISPLAYS2GO) 17 1-13
November 2015 {17.11.2015); retrieved from intarmet D6.04.2018;
<https:/iweb.archive.org/wabi20151117081709/https:/iwww.displays2go.com/P-12957Metal-
Picture-Frame-Displays-Two-5-x-7-Prints>; entire document,

A US 6,729,057 B1 (LU) 04 May 2004 (04.05.2004), entire document, 1-13
US 2015/0297001 A1 (CONSERVATION BY DESIGN LIMITED) 22 October 2015 (22.10.2015), | 1-13
entire document.

A US 5,307,575 A (IVANSSON et al.} 03 May 1984 (03.05.19584), entire document. 1-13

l:l Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. I:l See patent family annex,
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document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
1o be of particular relevance

earlier application or patent but published on or after the intemational
filing date

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of andther citation or other
special reason (as specified)

document referring 1o an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

“T"  later document published after the international filing date or pricrity
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

document of particular ; the claimed i ion cannot be
considered novel or cannet be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

ayn

“Y" document of particular relevance,; the claimed invention cannot be
considered 10 involve an invenlive step when the document is
combined with oneor more other such documents, such combination

being obvicus to & persen skilled in the art
“&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual compl

of the inter ] search

Q6 April 2018

Date of mailing of the intemational search report

14JUN 2018

Name and mailing address of the ISA/US

Mali Stop PCT, Atin: ISA/US, Commissioner for Patents
P.Q. Box 1450, Alexandiia, Virginia 22313-1450
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571-273-8300

Authorized officer:
Lee W. Young
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This internationat search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do net comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no tneaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is Iacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intermational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
*See Extra Sheet” :

1L D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 D Ag all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of’
additional fees.

3 D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. }11 No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Farm PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (Janwary 2015}
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Continuation of Box No, IIl - Lack of Unity ot Invention:

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linkad as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to ba examinad, tha appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Groug |: Claims 1-13, directed to a frame assembly comprising a frame base including a plurality of rail sections, a plurality of splines
configured to snap-fittingly mate with the plurality of rail secticons, and a plurality of comer Insarts configured te snap-fittingly mate with
the plurality of rail sections

Group H: Claims 14-22 directed to a spline installation device comptising a base that defines a platform for receiving a frame
subassembly and a plurality of linkages dizposed about the platform.

Group )1): Claims 23-32 directed 1o & method for forming a base frama, the method comprising providing a splina installation device,
placing a framea subassembly, moving a plurafity of linkages, locsely engaging a plurality of splinas, and using a spline Insartion tool.

The inventions listed as Groups kil do not relate to a single genaeral inventive concept under PGT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or cerresponding special tachnical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

Thea invention of Group | includes the special technical feature of a plurality of cornar inserts, not raquirad by the claims of Groups Il and
.

The invention of Group |l includes the special technical feature of a spline installation device for use with a frame comprising a base that
defines a platform and a plurality of linkages, not required by the claims of Group |.

The invention of Group |1l includes the special technical feature of a methot for Joining & splinas to bage rails, tha methed including
providing a spline Installation device, placing a frame subassembly, moving a plurality of linkages, loosely engaging a plurality of
splines, and using a spling insertion tool, not required by tha claims of Groups | and |1,

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups | and Il shara tha commaon tachnical features of a frame base or subassembly comprising a plurality of rail sectians joined to
one another, and a plurality of splines configured to snap-fittingly mate with the plurality of rail sections.

However, this shared tachnical feature does not reprasent a contribution over prior art as being anticipated by GB 1 334 851 Ato
Brunaden et al. {hereinafter Brunsdon’).

Brunsdon teaches a mitered frame base {frame 11, Fig. 1; pg. 1, In. 69} comprising a plurality of rail sections (strips 12, Fig. 1; pg. 1, In.
69; describing frama 11 bulit up of mouided strips 12} that are joined together in cormers by a pluraiity of fastaners (corner pieces 30,
Fig. 4; pg. 1, In. 72-75; describing the ends of strips 12 being joined togsther by comar giaces 30}, and a plurality of splines (moulded
strips 16, Fig. 1; pg. 1, In. 28-29; dageribing strips 16 being snappable inte engagement with strips 12) that are configured to snap-
fittingly mate with the plurality of rait sections.

As the comman technical fealures were known in the art at the time of the Invention, thase cannat be considered special technical
features that would otherwise unliy the groups.

***See Extra Shest™

Form PCT/ISA/210 {extra sheet) (Janvary 2015)
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Conlinuation of Box No. 11l - Lack of Unity of Invention:

Groups Il and Il share the common tachnical features of a base that defines a plationm for receiving a frame subassembly and a
plurality of linkages that are dispcsad about the platform and coupled to the basa, each linkage being configured to move between a first
posilion in which a fance bearing surface thereof is at an angle other than 90 degrees relative to the platform and a second positieh in
which the fence bearing surface is set at an at least substantially 90 degree angle relative ta tha platiorm.

However, this shared tachnical feature does not represent a contribution over pricr art as being anticlpatad by "5 x 7 Double Picturs
Frame for Tabletop, Slide in Rear Backer - Silver” by Displays2Go (herainafter 'Displays2Go).

Displays2Go teaches a device cofmprising & base {Fig. 1 - see left frame assembly) that defines a platform for recaiving a frame
subassembly (Fig. 1 - see flat surface of left base) and a plurality of linkages {Fig. 2 - see hinges connecting left and right frares
connecied to left frame base) that are disposad about the platform and coupled to the base, each linkage baing configured to mave
between a first position (Fig. 2 - see first open position) in which a fence bearing surface (Fig. 2 - see surface of hings connected to right
frame) thereof is at an angle other than 90 degreas relative to the platiorm (Fig. 2 - see how right hinge surface is at an angle greater
then 90 degrees to the left surface platform} and a second positien (when the device is in a closed position, the surface of tha hinge
connectad to the right frame will be substantially perpendicular 1o the platform surface of the left picture) in which tha fence bearing
surface is set at an at least substantially 80 degree angla relalive to tha platiorm,

As the common technical features were known in the art at the time of the invention, these cannot be considered spacial technical
features that would otherwiss unify the groups,

Therefore, Groups I-ll lack unity under PCT Rule 13 bacausa they do not shara a same or correspending special technical feature,

Form PCTASAR210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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