PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International Bureau

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 6 : (11) International Publication Number: WO 97/39532
HO04L 12/58 A3

(43) International Publication Date: 23 October 1997 (23.10.97)

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US97/06093 | (81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR,

(22) International Filing Date: 11 April 1997 (11.04.97)

(30) Priority Data:

08/635,248 12 April 1996 (12.04.96) Us

(71) Applicant: USA.NET, INC. [US/US); Suite 400, 1155 Kelly
Johnson Boulevard, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 (US).

(72) Inventors: MULLIGAN, Geoffrey, C.; 2175 Cloverdale Drive,
Colorado Springs, CO 80920 (US). CHASIN, Scott;
16 Boulder Court, Colorado Springs, CA 80903 (US).
STREET, John, W.; 1310 North Gate Road, Colorado
Springs, CO 80921 (US). BEAZLEY, Mary, M.; 1310
North Gate Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80921 (US).

(74) Agents: CLEVELAND, Dan, Jr. et al; Duft, Graziano &
Forest, P.C., Suite 140, 1790-30th Street, Boulder, CO
80301-1018 (US).

BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE,
HU, IL, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS,
LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL,
PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, T}, TM, TR, TT, UA,
UG, UZ, VN, ARIPO patent (GH, KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ,
UG), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ,
TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH, DE DK, ES, FI, FR,
GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF,
BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published
With international search report.
Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of
amendments.

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
11 December 1997 (11.12.97)

(54) Title: ELECTRONIC MESSAGE FORWARDING SYSTEM
(57) Abstract

A telecommunications system (100) includes a
service provider node (116) that is capable of forwarding
electronic mail messages addressed to a user of the service
provider node. The forwarding process is controlled by
a message transfer agent (202), a subscriber database
analyzer (204), a queue directory (206), and a message
queue agent (208). The subscriber database analyzer
performs a comparison between data that the user has
provided and the message content. The subscriber
database causes the message queue agent to forward the
message to a user-defined telecommunications address
based upon the message content and the results of the
comparison.
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