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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR W. P. MALINS,
a citizen of the United States of Amerieca, re-
siding at Hartford, in the county of Hartford
and State of Connecticut, haveinvented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Clasps,
of which the following is a description, refer-

encebeinghad tothe accompanying drawings,

wherein—

Figure lisatop view. Tig.2is aside view.
Fig. 3 is a view, on an enlarged scale, show-
ing the corrugated face of the pinch-bar and
the parts immediately appurtenant thereto.

The object of the improvement is the pro-
duction of an automatically-closing clasp into
which a strap or the like (to be secured there-
by) may be introduced at the side and with-
outthe trouble of introducing such strap into
the strap-eye endwise. While this device
may be useful in harnesses and the like, it is
primarily intended for application to sus-
penders or other similar purpose on garments.

In the accompanying drawings the letter
@ denotes what may be termed the “‘strap-
eye” of the clasp, made in substantially rec-
tangular form, with its longer axis transverse
to the body, and one end of which, near its in-
ner longer side, is open, as at b, so as to per-
mit the edgewise introduction of the strap
into the strap-eye. The upper face of the
end arm of the eye adjacent said opening is
beveled toward it, and the lower face of the
pinch-barhereinafter desceribed is correspond-
ingly beveled to co6perate therewith.

The letter ¢ denotes the body of the clasp
connected with the strap-eye in which the
thumb-lever d is pivotally hung. .

The letter e denotes a spring which has a
tendency to constantly press the thumb-le-
ver, 80 as to carry the pinch-bar (described
below) into its closed position, which is of
course the position it has when it is gripping
a strap or the like.

The letter f* denotes the pinch-bar, which
is carried on the thumb-lever preferably and
practically integral with it and extends lat-
erally each side thereof. This pinch-bar is

of a contour corresponding with the interior
shape of the strap-eye and smaller than such

eye on all sides save one, where its exten-
sion g (hereinafter described) overlaps the
same and rests thereon, so as to prevent the
pinch-bar from passing entirely through the
eye, while at the same time permitting its
front transverse edge to codperate with the
inner wall of the eye to clamp the strap firmly
between them.

It will of course be understood that the
pinch-bar is raised when one is about to in-
troduce a strap edgewise into the strap-eye,
and the pinch-bar is then permitted to fall
in order to grip the strap in place. The op-
erative face of this pinch-bar is preferably
corrugated obliquely, as shown in Fig. 8, and
the funetion and advantage of such corruga-
tions are that they serve to prevent the dis-
placement of the strap longitudinally and
laterally.

The letter ¢ denotes the extension on the
pinch-bar which bars the opening b in the
side of the strap-eye when the pinch-bar isin
the closed position, and thereby prevents the
strap from accidentally escaping edgewise out
of the strap-eye.

- The letter i denotes a loop at the other end
of the clasp-body ¢ for the permanent attach-
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ment of a strap or the like after the usual -

faghion. Preferably thestrap-eyeq,the clasp-
body ¢, and the loop A are all of one piece of
metal, and practically and preferably the
thumb-lever, the pinch-bar, and the exten-
sion borne on the pinch-bar are all of one
piece of metal.

What is claimed as new is—

In a clasp, the combination with the body of
the clasp provided with a strap-loop at one end
and a rectangular strap-eye at its other end
having a side opening at one corner, the end
arm of the eye being beveled on its upper side
toward said opening; of a pinch-bar adapted
to close the eyeand having a lateral extension
beveled on its lower face to contact with the
beveled portion of said arm and bar the open-
ingin the eye, asand for the purpose set forth.

ARTIHUR W. P. MALINS,

Witnesses:

W. . SIMONDS,
ANITA LoOoMIs.
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