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USPC - 623/23.72, 435/379
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B.  FIELDS SEARCHED

USPC 623/23.72, 435/379
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Y 5-20

Y US 2004/0230303 A1 (Gomes, et al.) 18 November 2004 (18.11.2004); Abstract; para {0004}, 5-18
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Y US 2005/0251268 A1 (Truncale) 10 November 2005 (10.11.2005); Abstract; para [0050] 6, 14

Y US 2005/0209705 A1 (Niederauer, et al.) 22 September 2005 (22.09.2005); Abtract; para 8, 16
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cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
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“0” document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means
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“X” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

“Y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

. ional chi ity f ttiple i ions in this i . T . . .
This Inteational Searching Apthority found multiple invenyions i his iftemationd! epRlicaton &5 dllorSingle general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group | Claims 1, 2, 5-23 are directed to a shaped cartilage matrix isolated from a human or animal.

Group Il claims 1, 3, 4, 24, 27, 28, are directed to a process for repairing a cartilage defect and implanting a cartilage graft into a human
or animat. :

Group lll claims 25, 26, are directed to a process for cleaning and disinfecting a cartilage graft.
"Group IV claims 29-42, are directed to a process for preparing a devitalized cartilage graft.

--please see additional sheet -

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. l:‘ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees. .

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
" restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: .

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2007)
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Continued from Box Il

Group V claims 43-49, 58-66 are directed to process of recellularizing a devitalized cartilage graft with viable cells in vitro to render the
tissue vital.

Group VI claims 50-57 are directed to a process of recellularizing a devitalized cartilage graft with viable cells in situ and process
ofrecellularizing a devitalized cartilage graft with viable cells in
situ to render the tissue vital.

Group VI claims 67-91 are directed to a process for implanting a cartilage graft into a cartilage defect and sealing the implanted -
cartilage graft with the recipient tissue.

The inventions listed as Groups I-VIl do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: ’

The shared technical feature of groups I-VIl is a devitalized cartilage graft or matrix. However, this is not an improvement over the prior
art of US 2004/0067582 A1 to Wolfinbarger, Jr. et al. (08.04.2004) that teaches a devitalized cartilage graft or matrix (abstract, para
[0002], [0005]).

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (April 2007)
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