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MafE LTEREESR, x (n, m) &, 20789 2HD (n, m) @
HEBIZHIT U TILEERT.
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M-1N-2
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[0170] [%k5]
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Document 1: JP 2000-102017 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 7 April 2000
(07.04.2000), [0020]1-[0027], [0045]-[0049], fig. 4, fig. 7

Document 1 ([0020]-[0027], [0045]-[0049], fig. 7) discloses an image
coding method, wherein the coding mode of a "field structure coding"”
is selected and coded, because motions between images are large, when
the average value of motion vectors is larger than a threshold value,
but the coding mode of a "frame structure coding” is selected and coded,
because the motions between the images are small, when the average value
of motion vectors is smaller than the threshold value. In document 1,
moreover, the coding is realized in the constitution ([0046] and [0049])
needing no pretreatment section, so that the coding mode to be selected
can be said the coding mode of the next picture. Hence, the inventions
of claims 1-2, 10 and 12-14 are not admitted to involve any novelty to
and any special technical feature over the inventiondisclosed in Document
1. Hence, the claims contain the five inventions (groups) which have
the following individual special technical features.

Meanwhile, the inventions of claims 1-2 and 10-14 having no special
technical feature are grouped into invention 1.

(Invention 1) Invention of claims 1-2 and 10-14

Theinventionofclaimsl-2andl10-14 doesnothaveanyspecial technical
feature. Here, the invention of claim 11 is grouped into invention 1,
since it has adopted the well-known GOP structure disclosed in fig. 4
of document 1 so that it takes no new effect.

(Invention 2) Invention of claims 3-4

An image codingmethod for determining it in dependence upon themotion
information ,i.e., information indicating the motion in a target picture
whether the next picture of said target picture is coded by a frame coding
or not or whether said next picture is coded in he field coding or not,
wherein an identical parity number ,i.e., the number of blocks belonging
the same parity as that of a reference block to be referred to at the
coding time and an inverted parity number ,i.e., the number of blocks
belonging to a parity different from that of said reference block are
acquired as said motion information.

(Invention 3) Invention of claim 5

An image codingmethod for determining it in dependence upon themotion
information, i.e., information indicating the motion in a target picture
whether the next picture of said target picture is coded by a frame coding
or not or whether said next picture is coded in the field coding or not,
wherein an operation block number, i.e., the number of blocks having
motion vectors of a magnitude larger than a predetermined first threshold
value.

(Invention 4) Invention of claims 6-8

An image codingmethod for determining it in dependence upon the motion
information, i.e., information indicating the motion in a target picture
whether the next picture of said target picture is coded by a frame coding
or not or whether said next picture is coded in the field coding or not,
wherein a stationary block number of the number of stationary blocks
is acquired. (continued to next extra sheet)
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(Invention 5) Invention of claim 9

An image codingmethod for determining it in dependence upon the motion
information, i.e.,orinformationindicatingthemotioninatargetpicture
whether the next picture of said target picture is coded in the frame
coding or not or whether said next picture is coded in the field coding
or not, wherein a space activity value indicating the spatial complexity
of an image is acquired, and wherein said motion information is acquired
exclusively from only such one of blocks that said space activity value
is at or larger than a predetermined threshold value.
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