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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ROBERT A. G. AULT, OF YORK, PENNSYLVANIA. 

DUPLICATE WHIST APPARATUS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 665,048, dated January 1, 1901. 
Application filed December 15, 1897. Serial No. 662,068, (No model.) 

To all tuhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT A. GAULT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at York, 
in the county of York and State of Pennsyl 
vania, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Duplicate-Whist Appara 
tus, of which the following is a specification, 
taken in connection with the drawings here 
to annexed. 
My invention relates to duplicate-whist ap 

paratus; and its principal object is to pro 
vide an apparatus which shall, first, make it 
easily possible to replace the elastic bands 
commonly used with such apparatus when 
they wear out or break; second, reduce the 
number of boards necessary; third, reduce 
the first cost of the boards; fourth, conceal 
the number of each board until the number 
is required, and, finally, secure various mi 
nor advantages to be hereinafter more fully 
pointed out and specified. In addition my 
improved apparatus is small, light, and highly 
convenient. 

In the drawings attached to this specifica 
tion, Figure 1 represents the upper side, and 
Fig. 2 the lower side, of a board constructed 
according to my invention; and Figs. 3, 4, 
and 5 represent modifications. 

In Fig. 1, A is the board, preferably of 
heavy pasteboard or similar material, cut, as 
shown, in the shape of a Greek cross. Each 
of the four arms B is provided at its end 
with a finger-notch C to facilitate the removal 
of the hands. 
rovided a notch D to hold in place a rubber 

band. While these notches are not abso 
lutely essential, they tend to make the appa 
ratus more convenient and reliable. In each 
pair of these notches D, I place a rubber band 
E to retain the hands. (Shown at F.) It 
will be seen that each hand is held firmly in 
place and is at the same time readily remov 
able. One of the greatest objections to the 
usual forms of duplicate-whist apparatus is 
that the rubber bands in time weaken, stretch, 
and break. It will be seen that by my im 
proved apparatus when this occurs they can 
be readily replaced without disturbing the ap 
paratus as a whole. 
On each side of each board, preferably near 

the center, I place an indicator G. I prefer 
to construct these indicators of colored paper 

In each side of each arm is 

or similar material cut with openings, as 
shown. One of these openings, H, is in the 
shape of an arrow or arrow-head, while the 
other opening, I, may be circular or of any 
preferred form. The opening I indicates the 
north or some other point of the compass, 
while the arrow Hindicates the leader. It 
will be understood that the relative positions 
of the two openings are varied on the different. 
boards of the set, so that the lead will always 
fall to the proper player. If, for example, 
the arrow of board No. 1 points in the direc 
tion indicated, the arrow on the second board 
should point downward, and the arrow on the 
third board should point to the right, &c. 

I place on each board a number or similar 
device in such a way that it will be concealed 
by the rubber bands during the play and yet 
may be readily ascertained when it, becomes 
necessary to write down the score. 

It will be seen that my improved boards are 
so constructed as to hold a set of hands on 
each side, so that a set of boards may be used 
to play twice as many hands as could be 
played with the same number of boards of 
the ordinary type. I accordingly place on 
the back of each board, as shown in Fig. 2, a 
second number, as shown at K', and a sec 
ond indicator G'. The indicators G' have 
their openings H' and I arranged in such 
relative positions that the lead will always 
fall to the proper player, as will be readily 
understood. 
Although I have preferred to form the in 

dicators of paper, as described, of a color 
contrasting with the color of the boards, it is 
obvious that I may print the indicators di 
rectly upon the boards. 

It is important in the game of duplicate 
whist that the players should not on the sec 
ond round know the number of the hand 
which is being played. For that reason. Icon 
ceal the number under the rubber bands, as 
above described; but it is also important that 
when the boards are shuffled for the second 
round those last played in the first round be 
not among those first played in the second 
round. To this end I divide the boards into 
two or more divisions, indicated by some 
characteristic marks. For example, I may 
use the top side of the boards for the first 
half and the lower side for the second half 
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and distinguish the two sides by the use of 
different-colored indicators, as indicated by 
the shading in the drawings. It will be ob 
vious that this result may be attained in va 
rious other ways. In order to prevent play 
ers from recognizing particular hands, I also 
prefer to add the additional indicators K. 
(Shown in dotted lines in Figs. 3 and 4.) These 
indicators are placed on the lower sides of 
the boards to indicate the north on the first 
play. On the return play the indicators I 
are used. By comparing the relative posi 
tions of the indicators G, I, and K in Figs. 3 
and 4, which may represent, respectively, the 
first and third boards of the set, it will be 
apparent that each player will on the second 
round play some of the hands held in the first 
round by his right-hand opponent and some 
held by his left-hand opponent, and being 
ignorant in all cases of the number of the 
particular board will not know in any particu 
lar case whose hand he is playing, since the 
indicators K K are placed on the lower sides 
of the boards, and therefore need not be looked 
at in placing the boards for the second round. 
These improvements tend to eliminate one 
of the objectionable features of duplicate 
whist, which is that certain players are, even 
when a large number of hands are used, able 
to remember back to the first round, and 
thus gain an unfair advantage. 
In case the boards are used on both sides 

it is obvious that an additional set of indi 
cators K' must be used on the upper sides of 
the boards to indicate the north for the hands 
on the lower sides of the boards on the first 
round. 
A modified form of my invention is shown 

in Fig. 5, in which the board is rectangular 
in form, preferably square, and provided with 
slots L. L., giving access to the inner sets of 
notches D'. The outer sets of notches D are 
cut in the sides of the boards, as shown. 
Rubber bands EE are placed in these notches, 
as in the form above described, and the hands 
F F are held in place by the rubber bands. 
It is obvious that this board may be provided 
with indicators G, which may be used on one 
side alone or on both sides, as preferred, and 
may also be provided with the finger-notches 
C and the additional indicators KK", if pre 
ferred. It will be understood that in using 
these boards they are so placed that the in 
dicator I will point to some definite point of 
the compass, usually the north, on the first 
play and either the east or west on the re 
turn play. If, however, the additional indi 
cators K" are used, then on the first play the 
indicator's I are pointed toward some defi 
nite point of the compass-say the north 
and on the return play the indicators K are 
pointed toward this same point. Therefore 
where I use the expression “indicators for 
showing the north” in the claims it will be 
understood that I mean by “north’ any defi 
nite point of the compass upon which the play 
ers may agree. 

665,048 

I claim as my invention and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent 

I. A duplicate-whist board having means 
thereon for retaining hands in place, and also 
having thereon a number or designating de 
vice, said number or designating device be 
ing so placed as to be concealed from view 
by said retaining means during the play of 
the hands. 

2. A duplicate-whist board having thereon 
a designating character and a rubber band, 
said character being so placed as to be con 
cealed from view by said band during the play 
of the hands, substantially as described. 

3. A duplicate-whist board formed in the 
shape of a Greek cross, with notches in the 
sides of the arms thereof adapted to receive 
elastic bands for retaining the “hands’ in 
place, one or more of said arms having there 
on a number or designating device so placed 
as to be concealed from view by said band, 
substantially as described. 

4. A duplicate-whist board formed in the 
shape of a Greek cross, with notches in the 
sides of the arms of the cross adapted to re 
ceive elastic bands for retaining the hands 
in place, one or more of said arms having 
thereon a number or designating device 
placed between the notches in the sides of 
the arms thereof, said number being of less 
width than said rubber band, whereby when 
the rubber band is in place in said notches 
it shall completely conceal said number from 
view. 

5. A duplicate-whist board formed in the 
shape of a Greek cross, with notches in the 
sides of the arms thereof adapted to receive 
elastic bands, bands in said notches, said 
bands being capable of retaining “hands’ 
on each side of the board, and one or more 
numbers or designating devices on each side 
of the board so placed as to be concealed from 
view by said bands,substantially as described. 

6. A substantially square duplicate-whist 
board having the slots D', the notches D and 
the rubber bands E, said bands being adapted 
to retain “hands’ on each side of the board, 
and one or more numbers or designating de 
vices on each side of the board so placed as 
to be concealed from view by said bands, sub 
stantially as described. 

7. A duplicate-whist board having card-re 
taining devices thereon, each retaining device 
being capable of retaining a hand on both 
sides of the board, and numbers or designat 
ing devices on the boards so placed as to be 
concealed from view by the retaining devices. 

8. A duplicate-whist board formed in the 
shape of a Greek cross, with notches in the 
sides of the arms thereof adapted to receive 
elastic bands, bands in said notches, said 
bands being capable of retaining “hands’ on 
each side of the board, one or more numbers 
or designating devices on each side of the 
board so placed as to be concealed from view 
by said bands, and indicating devices on each 
side of the board, said indicating devices be-, 
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ing of contrasted colors and each being of a 
color contrasting with the color of the board, 
and having openings therein which by their 
relative position indicate the lead, substan 
tially as described. 

9. A duplicate-whist board having an indi 
cator thereon, said indicator consisting of a 
single device adapted to be fastened to the 
board, said device having a plurality of marks 
thereon which by their relative position indi 
cate the lead. 

10. A duplicate-whist board having an in 
dicator thereon, said indicator consisting of 
a single device adapted to be fastened to the 
board, said device having a plurality of open 
ings therein which by their relative position 
indicate the lead. 

11. A duplicate-whist board having means 
thereon for securing hands to both sides 
thereof, a lead-indicating device on each side 
of the board, said lead-indicating device con 
sisting of a wafer of a color different from the 
color of the board and having openings there 
in which by their relative position indicate 
the lead. 

12. A set of duplicate-whist boards in which 
each board bears a lead-indicator, each of said 
lead-indicators consisting of a single device 
adapted to be fastened to the board, said de 
vice having a plurality of marks thereon 
which by their relative position indicate the 
lead, one or more of said marks having the 
same relative position in all the boards, while 
the remaining mark or marks are so placed, 
on the different boards, with relation to the 
fixed mark or marks that the lead shall ro 
tate, substantially as described. 

13. A set of duplicate-whist boards wherein 

the boards are divided into groups, all the 
boards of each group having thereon like in 
dicating devices different from the indicating 
devices of the other groups, whereby the 
boards of the different groups are distin 
guished without indicating the number of the 
particular board, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

14. A set of duplicate-whist boards wherein 
each board has an indicator for showing the 
lead, an initial indicator for showing the north 
on the first play, and a return indicator for 
showing the north on the return play, the 
return indicator on some of the boards being 
placed to the right of the initial indicator and 
on other boards to the left of the initial indi 
cator, substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. . 

15. A set of duplicate-whist boards in which 
each board has an indicator for showing the 
lead, an initial indicator for showing the north 
on the first play, and a return indicator for 
showing the north on the return play, the re 
turn indicator on some of the boards being 
placed to the right of the initial indicator 
and on other boards to the left of the initial 
indicator, the initial indicator and the re 
turn indicator being on opposite sides of the 
board, substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

signed my name this 14th day of December, 
1897. 

ROBERTA. G. AULT. 
Witnesses: 

J. C. HOLARIAN, 
JAMES H. SMALL. 
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