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Description

[0001] This invention relates to wedges, and is partic-
ularly concerned with a wedge for steadying a table or
like piece of furniture.

[0002] A common problem with tables, eg. in restau-
rants, is caused by the fact that they are often placed on
uneven floor surfaces, so that, in use, they often rock or
wobble.

[0003] At present, the restaurant, pub and hotel trade
currently uses various items to prevent a table from rock-
ing, eg. a folded paper table napkin, a book of matches,
a business card or a cork. All of these are difficult to put
in position, and are often ineffective as they are readily
detached from the position in which they secure the table
or like piece of furniture from rocking or wobbling, and in
some cases the temporary expedients used are unhy-
gienic and/or unsightly. In any event, such temporary ex-
pedients involve a cost element since members of staff
are normally called upon to deal, for example, with atable
in a restaurant which is causing trouble. Furthermore,
customers are often irritated by the very fact that they
have been put at an unsatisfactory table, by the need to
address staff to put the matter right, and by the delay
which often occurs when busy staff have other things on
their minds.

[0004] US Patent no. 6,290,294 shows and describes
an anti-rocking safety kit for converting or stabilizing rock-
ing devices. The kit comprises a pair of wedge-shaped
safety blocks each having a strap to hold it in place when
placed over a leg of a rocking chair. In one version, the
straps are shown as being adjustable by means of abuck-
le. However, the safety blocks are solid and the straps
would not hold the blocks to a table leg, for example.

[0005] | have sought to remedy the wobbly table prob-
lem as follows :
[0006] The solution | propose for solving this problem

isto provide awedge device for use with the legs of tables
or like furniture to prevent rocking or wobbling in use com-
posed of a resilient material such as a natural and/or
synthetic elastomeric material, eg. a rubber or rubber-
like material. The wedge part has a strap in the form of
an L whose arm adjacent to the wedge part is arranged
in use to project substantially vertically upwards from the
wedge part, and whose free arm forms a strap having a
series of ratchets permitting it to be adjustably yet firmly
attached to the leg of the furniture to hold the device in
place.

[0007] The present invention thus contemplates a
wedge-part shaped and dimensioned to allow it to be
placed between the undersurface at the foot of the leg
to be supported and the surface of the floor. In use, the
wedge can be secured to the leg on a permanent or tem-
porary basis whilst being detachable therefrom. As men-
tioned above it is composed of a deformable but resilient
material. The wedge and the strap are preferably formed
in one piece so that the two parts of the wedge device
constitute an entire whole, as shown, for example, in the
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accompanying drawing.

[0008] The wedge device preferably has a strap of L-
shaped form and is flexible to allow the said longer part
or free end to be wrapped around a leg to secure the
wedge to the leg and the part adjacent to the foot of the
wedge allowing it to be tied to the leg above its foot, the
wedge part being shaped to perform the wedging func-
tion.

[0009] The strap-part of the wedge may be provided
with arrow- or barb-shaped protuberances along the
length thereof and the right-angled join between the two
parts of the L may be provided with an aperture therein
for receiving said strap-shaped part when the latter has
been wrapped around a leg and it is desired to secure
the wedge in position, the arrows or barbs on the strap
preventing the latter from being unsecured by mistake
but being resilient to allow withdrawal of the strap from
said aperture to release the wedge.

[0010] In practice, the wedge is generally composed
of a high friction rubber or rubber-like material to permit
the wedge to carry out its wedging function whilst allowing
the strap-part of the wedge to be detachably secured to
the leg.

[0011] The solution provided by the invention is a quick
and tidy way of stabilizing a table situated on an uneven
floor in order to prevent it from rocking or wobbling.
[0012] For a better understanding of the invention ref-
erence is now made to the accompanying drawings in
which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one constructional form of
table wedge according to the invention; and

Fig. 2 is a corresponding side elevation.

[0013] The table wedge shown in the drawings is in
the shape of an "L", the body A of the L-shaped wedge
being provided with a series of protuberances integral
therewith and in the shape of arrow heads or barbs E,
and the foot B of the wedge shown vertically in Fig. 1
having an enlargement D at its free outer end which is
wedge-shaped in order to fulfill the purposes of the illus-
trated wedge (see the side elevation constituting Fig. 2).
An aperture F is formed in the joining part C linking the
parts A and B of the wedge at the right angle of the L.

[0014] The illustrated wedge may be composed of a
variety of elastomeric materials which are resilient
enough to accept slight deformation when the wedge is
in use whilst exerting outward pressure on the surfaces
contacted by the wedge-shaped outer extremity D of the
part B of the wedge. In a preferred form, the wedge is
composed of a high friction rubber or rubber-like material
to aid grip between the wedge and the contacting sur-
faces, for example, on the underside of a table leg and
the floor on which the table is located, respectively. The
longer part A of the wedge is sufficiently flexible to allow
this strap-like part to be wrapped around a table leg for
example and to be stretched, at least to some extent. In
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a preferred mode, the part A can be stretched up to 100%
of its natural length.

[0015] When the illustrated wedge is used, the strap
part A is wrapped around the leg to a desired extent and
the free end G of the part A is passed through the aperture
F at C. The barb-like protuberances E of the strap part
A retain the latter securely in position so that the wedge
cannot be readily displaced in error, but allow the wedge
to be removed when needed. The wedge part D is posi-
tioned when needed between the foot of the table leg
and the floor on which the leg is supported. When nec-
essary, eg. for cleaning purposes, the wedge is simply
removed by pulling the part D away from its wedging
location and drawing out the strap part A of the wedge
through the aperture Finthe part C against the resistance
of the barbs E. The wedge is then free and can be re-
moved as desired and replaced when needed It is rec-
ommended that wedges in accordance with the invention
should be fitted to adjacent legs of a table so as to over-
come any problems occasioned by rocking or wobbling
of the table making it unstable.

[0016] The wedge of the invention has a number of
advantages over the known prior art. Thus, the strap A
fits any table leg in common use and the wedge part D
will fill any gap between 4mm and 13mm, being infinitely
adjustable within that range. Where needed, wedges fit-
ting larger or smaller gaps may be provided. The insertion
of the wedge in position can be rapidly and easily effected
as can its removal. No tools are required or special skills,
and, as mentioned above, the wedge or wedges are read-
ily removable so as to be themselves cleaned or so as
to allow cleaning of the room in which they are employed
and its furniture.

[0017] When the table is moved about the room, the
wedge secured to a table leg follows and is not lost. It
also cannot be swept up orvacuumed up during cleaning.
The use of the wedge is so simple and trouble-free that
the wedge can be operated by the customer himself/her-
self who can replace the wedge without problems if the
table is accidentally moved in such manner as to displace
the wedge or wedges from their locking positions. Cus-
tomers will become aware of, and appreciate, the unified
way in which this known problem has been resolved. Fur-
thermore, although the wedge of the invention has a par-
ticular application, for instance, in pubs. hotels or restau-
rants, the wedge of the invention is not limited to such
locations but may also be usefully employed in the home
or in the office.

[0018] Amongstthe features of the invention in its pre-
ferred form, the use of a stretchable rubber strap to fit
legs of various dimensions, the use of a 'barb’ design so
as to achieve secure fastening of the strap and hence
the wedge to the table leg and the combination of the
functions of the wedge-shaped part and the strap-part of
the wedge, which solves at once two problems currently
facing the present state of the art, namely, the need for
secure wedging and the loss of temporary wedges, as
an inevitable feature of conditions in a pub., hotel or res-
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taurant, are all features of the invention which are of value
and are not presently part of the state of the art.

Claims

1. Awedge device for use with the legs of tables or like
furniture to prevent rocking or wobbling in use, the
device comprising a tapered wedge part D intended
to be positioned between the foot of the leg to be
supported and the surface of the floor, the wedge
part D having a strap A,B for holding it in place with
respect to the furniture when in use, characterized
in that the strap A,B is in the form of an L whose
arm B adjacent to the wedge part D is arranged in
use to project substantially vertically upwards from
the wedge part D, and whose free arm A forms a
strap having a series of ratchets E permitting it to be
adjustable yet firmly attached to the leg of the furni-
ture.

2. A wedge device as claimed in claim 1 in which the
strap is formed of a resilient, elastomeric material so
that in use once attached to a leg of a piece of fur-
niture the resilience of the strap A,B holds the device
firmly in place.

3. A wedge device as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2
which is composed of a high friction rubber, rubber-
like or like elastomeric material, the material of the
wedge being sufficiently deformably resilient to allow
the wedge-partD to carry out its wedging function
without the supported leg sliding off the wedge part
D.

Patentanspriiche

1. Eine Keilvorrichtung fur die Verwendung an den Bei-
nen von Tischen oder ahnlichen Mdbelstiicken zur
Verhinderung von Wippen oder Wackeln bei der Be-
nutzung. Die Vorrichtung besteht aus einem spitzen
Keil D fur die Positionierung zwischen dem Ful des
Beins und dem Boden, wobei der Keilteil D einen
Riemen A, B hat, um ihn am verwendeten Mobiliar
zu fixieren. Der Riemen A, B weist die Form eines L
auf, dessen an den Keilteil D angrenzendes Ende B
im Gebrauch so angeordnet wird, dass es vom Keil-
teil D senkrecht nach oben weist und dessen freies
Ende A einen Riemen mit einer Reihe von Rasten E
aufweist, die eine variable und zugleich feste Befe-
stigung am Bein des Mébelstiicks erméglichen.

2. Eine Keilvorrichtung wie in Anspruch 1 beschrieben,
deren Riemen aus einem elastischen Kunststoff be-
steht, sodass nach der Befestigung am Bein eines
Mobelstlicks die Elastizitiat des Riemens A, B die
Vorrichtung sicher fixiert.
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3. EineKeilvorrichtungwie in Anspruch 1 und Anspruch
2 beschrieben, die aus einem abriebfesten Gummi,
gummiartigen oder &hnlichen Elastomer besteht,
wobei das Material des Keils hinreichend formela-
stisch ist, damit der Keilteil D seine Keilfunktion aus- 5
tiben kann, ohne dass der Keilteil D vom abgestitz-
ten Bein abrutscht.

Revendications 10

1. Dispositif de calage destiné a étre utilisé avec les
pieds de tables ou de meubles similaires afin de les
empécher de basculer ou osciller & l'utilisation, le
dispositif comprenant une partie de calage effilée D 15
prévue pour étre positionnée entre le dessous du
pied a supporter et la surface du sol, la partie de
calage D ayant une attache A, B servant a la main-
tenir en place par rapport au meuble lorsqu’elle est
utilisée, caractérisé en ce que lattache A,Bala 20
forme d'un L dont le bras B adjacent a la partie de
calage D est disposé a I'utilisation de fagon a dépas-
ser sensiblement verticalement vers le haut de la
partie de calage D et dont le bras libre A forme une
attache ayant une série de crans E permettantdela 25
fixer de maniére réglable mais néanmoins solide au
pied du meuble.

2. Dispositif de calage selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l'attache est faite d’'un matériau élastomere 30
résilient de facon que, a l'utilisation, lorsqu’elle est
fixée & un pied de meuble, la résilience de I'attache
A, B maintien le dispositif solidement en place.

3. Dispositif de calage selon la revendication 1 ou la 35
revendication 2, qui est fait de caoutchouc, d'un ma-
tériau caoutchoutique ou d’'un matériau élastomere
similaire & coefficient de frottement élevé, le maté-
riau de la cale étant suffisamment résilient de ma-
niére déformable pour permettre alapartiede calage 40
D d'assurer la fonction de calage sans que le pied
supporté glisse hors de la partie de calage D.
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Fig 2 Side Elevation
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