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1

The present invention relates to handles for
mops, brushes, and the like, and more particu-
larly to handles of the general type including
relatively rotatable parts to be grasped by the
hands.

An object of the invention is to provide a
handle of strong and durable construction adapt-
ed for use with a mop of the heavy-duty or in-
dustrial type and having an improved form of
rotatable hand-grip member and mounting
therefor, which will facilitate manipulation of
the mop and avoid rubbing and blistering of the
user’s hands.

Another object is to provide a mop handle of
this type which can be inexpensively manufac-
tured and in which the relatively rotatable parts
can be adequately lubricated.

A further object is to provide a rotatable or
swiveled hand-grip member which can readily
be applied to conventional mop handles.

The invention further consists in the several
features hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawing,

Fig. 1 is a side view of a floor mop having a
handle constructed in accordance with the in-
vention;

Fig. 2 is a detail side view of the upper end por-
tion of the handle, parts being broken away and
parts being shown in longitudinal section;

Fig. 3 is a detail transverse sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2, and

Fig. 4 is a side view of the upper end portion
of the handle with a rotatable hand-grip mem-
ber thereof detached.

In the drawing, the invention is shown to be
embodied in a floor mop of the heavy-duty or
industrial type having a mop head 10 and an at-
tached handle {f. The handle comprises a pair
of coaxial cylindrical handle members 12 and {3,
the former being a main handle section secured
at its lower end to the mop head, and the mem-
ber I3 being rotatably carried on the upper end
of the main handle section and provided with
a rounded end 14, The main handle section and
the hand-grip member are of the same diameter
and in many instances may be formed by sever-
ing a conventional wooden mop handle near its
upper end. The adjacent ends of the handle
members {2 and {3 have slightly reduced cylin-
drical parts 5 and 16, respectively, over which
respective thin metal ferrules or collars {7 and
18 are tightly fitted, the ferrules being flush with
the cylindrical surfaces of the handle members.
A bore 19 is formed coaxially in the upper end
of the main handle section 12, and a similar
bore 20 is formed in the lower end of the hand-
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grip member (3, preferably after applying the
ferrules so as to avoid cracking or splintering of
the wood. A metal tube or bushing 21 is tightly
fitted into the bore 9, and a similar tube or
bushing 22 is tightly fitted into the bore 20, the
exposed ends of the bushings being approximate~
ly flush with the adjacent ends of the handle
members. A metal rod or pintle 23 is inserted
in the handle section bushing 2i and is secured
against rotation and longitudinal shifting by a
metal cross pin 24 which passes diametrically
through the bushing 21 and the ferrule 17 and
also anchors the latter parts, the ends of the
cross pin being riveted to the ferrule and being
flush with the cylindrical surface of the ferrule.
The pintle 23 projects from the bushing 21 and
has a rotatable fit in the bushing 22 of the hand-
grip member. The hand-grip member is rotat-
ably retained on the pintle by one or more head-
less screws 25 which are threaded radially in the
hand-grip member and its ferrule and bushing
and have inner ends slidably engaging in an an-
nular groove 26 formed in the pintle, the outer
ends of the screws being normally flush with or
slightly below the outer surface of the ferrule.
Outward pull on the hand-grip member is re-
sisted by the abutment of the screw ends with
the groove walls, and inward thrust on the hand-
grip member is resisted in a similar manner or
by the abutment of the adjacent ends of the
bushings 21 and 22. The screws 25 minimize ax-
ial shifting of the detachable hand-grip member
and also prevent displacement of the ferrule 18
and bushing 22. The pintle is preferably se-
cured in the lower of the two handle members,
as shown, but in some instances this relation
may be reversed.

In the use of the mop, the operator grasps the
main handle section 12 with one hand and grasps
the hand-grip member {3 with the other hand,
the rounded end {4 of the hand-grip member
presenting a thrust surface engageable by the
fingers or the palm of the hand. The mop is
pushed and pulled about the floor, the two handle
members being free to rotate with respect to
each other during this action. At intervals the
mop head is flipped or swung over by rotating
the main handle section, the pintle 23 then ro-
tating in the hand-grip member. The mop can
thus be vigorously manipulated without danger
of rubbing or blistering the hands, and the con-
struction is such that considerable pressures may
be applied to the handle without danger of
cracking the wooden parts or causing undue
wear. End thrust can readily be applied to the
rotatable hand-grip member 13 by the associated
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hand without danger of injury to this hand, as
there are no relatively rotatable parts exposed
at the upper end portion of this member. The
pintle is suitably lubricated and can easily be
exposed, as seen in Fig. 4, to permit renewal of
lubricant.

While the invention is here shown to be em-
bodied in a mop handle, it is also applicable to
handles for other devices such as brushes,
brooms, and garden implements.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

1. A handle for a mop and the like, comprising
relatively rotatable upper and lower wooden
handle members disposed in axial alignment and
having respective coaxial bores in their adjacent
ends, said handle members presenting respective
hand grips for the hands of a user, and said up-
per handle member having an upper end present-
ing a hand-engaging thrust surface, bushings
fitting tightly in said respective bores and having
axially engageable adjacent ends, ferrules fitting
tightly over the adjacent ends of said members,
the external diameters of said ferrules being sub-
stantially equal, a pintle rigidly secured in one
of said bushings and having a portion rotatably
fitting in the other bushing -and provided with
an annular groove, and retaining means engag-
ing in said groove and carried by the handle
member receiving said grooved pintle portion.

2. A handle for a mop and the:like, comprising
relatively rotatable upper and lower wooden
handle members having coaxial bores in their
adjacent end portions, said handle members

presenting respective hand grips for the hands :

of a user, and said upper handle member having
an upper end presenting a hand-engaging thrust
surface, ferrules tightly secured about the ad-
jacent end portions of said handle members, the
external diameters of said ferrules being sub-
stantially equal, a pintle coaxially secured in one
of said handle members and having a pivot-
forming end portion projecting into the other
handle member, a bushing tightly fitting in the
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bore of said latter handle member in which said
pintle end portion is journalled, said pintle end
portion having an annular groove, and retaining
means engaging in said groove and carried by
said last-named handle member.

3. A handle for a mop and the like, compris-
ing relatively rotatable upper and lower handle
members having coaxial bores in their adjacent
end portions, said handle members being in axial
alienment and in endwise thrust-transmitting
abutment, and said handle members presenting
respective hand grips for the hands of a user, a
ferrule tightly surrounding the end portion of
one of said handle members, 2 bushing extending
coaxially in said last-named handle member, a
pintle in said bushing having a pivot-forming
end portion projecting into the other handle
member and journalled therein, a cross pin
tightly fitting in said ferruled handle member
and extending through said pintle and bushing
and ferrule, and retaining means for holding the
projecting end portion of said pintle in the other
handle member.

ANDREW ANDERSON.
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