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SNCCA-BEARNG STRUCTURE 
Harold W. Cramer, 8421 Oidaam Road, Kansas City, Mo. 

Fied Mar. 2, 1962, Ser. No. 179,077 
6 Claisas. (C. 40-16) 

This invention relates to indicia-bearing structure, Such 
as signs, identification markers and the like, and more 
particularly to such a structure adapted to be mounted 
on boats and the like for exhibiting registration numbers 
or other suitable indicia. 

Governmental regulations require boats of certain types 
and classes to carry registration indicia and other Suit 
able marking in certain areas wherein the indica is readily 
visible from a distance. The signs or indicia structures 
heretofore used have been of short life due to damage 
from impacts, force from waves, corrosion or deteriora 
tion from atmospheric conditions, particularly in Salt 
water areas, and also present difficulties in mounting par 
ticularly when the mounting surfaces have compound 
curves. Such deterioration or damage also presents prob 
lems because if the indicia becomes inaccurate or de 
faced, penalties may be imposed upon the owner. 
The principal objects of the present invention are to 

provide an indicia-bearing strutcure that substantially 
eliminates the difficulties that have been encountered in 
structures heretofore used as above-noted; to provide an 
indicia-bearing structure wherein the indicia are carried 
on a body member that has substantial longitudinal stiff 
ness and torsional flexibility to conform to compound 
curved mounting surfaces; to provide such a structure 
wherein a body member is formed from a single sheet of 
metal treated to be substantially non-corrosive with edge 
portions turned to provide ways for slidably receiving 
individual indicia-bearing members or panels which are 
held in resilient engagement with the face of the body 
member to resist movement thereof; to provide such a 
structure wherein end portions are recessed from the 
indicia-bearing face and are substantially in a plane de 
fined by the longitudinal edges of the member for facili 
tating mounting and providing transverse stiffness at end 
portions; to provide such a structure with mounting por 
tions for three-point mounting to facilitate conforma 
tion to a compound curved mounting surface; to provide 
an indicia-bearing structure with indicia on opposed faces 
that are convex with longitudinal rigidity with end por 
tions engaged in sockets of brackets mounted in fixed 
spaced relation whereby the rigidity of the indicia-bear 
ing portions retains same engaged in the bracket sockets; 
to provide such an opposed indica-bearing structure that 
has a pair of body members in back-to-back relation and 
that is mounted with a minimum of fastening devices; 
and to provide an indicia-bearing structure that is eco 
nomical to manufacture, easily provided with desired 
indicia, that is simple to mount on Suitable surfaces and 
that is durable and capable of long life under adverse 
conditions. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
come apparent from the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings wherein are 
set forth by way of illustration and example certain em 
bodiments of this invention. 

FIG. 1 is a partial perspective view of a boat having 
indicia-bearing structure thereon embodying the features 
of the present invention mounted thereon. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an indicia-bearing 
structure with portions broken away to show a fastener 
receiving portion. 

FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view through the 
indicia-bearing structure mounted on a surface taken on 
the line 3-3, FIG. 2. 
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FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an individual indicia 

panel. 
F.G. 5 is a partial perspective view of an end portion 

of the body member from the rear thereof. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the indicia-bearing struc 

ture mounted on a compound curved surface. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an indicia-bearing struc 

ture having indicia on opposed faces, the indicia-carrying 
body members being supported in spaced brackets. 
F.G. 8 is a transverse sectional view through the struc 

ture shown in FIG. 7, taken on the line 8-8, FIG. 7. 
F.G. 9 is a partial longitudinal sectional view taken 

on the line 9-9, FIG. 7. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
The reference numeral a generally designates an in 

dicia-bearing structure, particularly adapted to serve as 
an identification device as at 2 on boats 3 having com 
pound curved surfaces 4 at forward portions of the side 
on which said identification may be located, said boat also 
having a forward deck 5. The indicia-bearing structure 
includes a body member or strip 6 preferably formed 
from a single sheet of sheet metal treated or otherwise 
resistant to corrosion or deterioration from atmospheric 
conditions, a suitable material being anodized aluminum 
sheet, stainless steel and the like. The body member is 
preferably elongate and is curved transversely between 
side edges 7 and 8 which extend longitudinally thereof, 
said transverse curvature providing a convex front face 
9 and a concave rear face i9 with the side edges 7 and 
8 normally lying in a single plane. Integral side flanges 

and 12 are preferably arranged at the side edges and 
substantially coextensive with the length of the body 
member, said side flanges being turned forwardly in over 
lying spaced relation to the front face 9 to form opposed 
ways 13 and 14 adjacent the sides 7 and 8 respectively. 
End portions 35 of the body are preferably substantially 
flat with the rear face 6 substantially in the same plane 
as the longitudinal side edge portions 7 and 8 of the rear 
face 0. The end portions 5 are defined by end edges 
17 of the body member and by edges 18 which converge 
inwardly from adjacent the outer extremities of said end 
edges 7 and merge in an arcuate portion. 19. The trans 
verse curved portion of the body is connected to the edges 
18 by shoulders 28 which provide rigidity at the end 
portions of the body. The body member is provided with 
a plurality of fastening-receiving portions 2i and, in 
the illustrated structure, each of the end portions is pro 
vided with an upstanding boss 22 with the center portion 
turned inwardly to provide a substantially frusto-conical 
or tapered portion 23 that defines an opening 24 for re 
ceiving a fastening device such as a screw or the like 25 
for mounting the end portions of the body member on a 
surface. The body member is also provided with a cen 
trally located inwardly tapering portion 26 defining an 
opening 27 preferably substantially midway between the 
end portions for a fastening device such as a screw 28 to 
aid in securing the body to a surface on which it is to 
be mounted. 
A plurality of indicia-carrying panels 29 are arranged 

to be inserted in the ways of the body member in over 
lying relation to the front face 9. The panels 29 and 
also spacer panels 30 are preferably formed of substan 
tially noncorrosive sheet metal such as anodized alumi 
num, stainless steel and the like with the indicia-bearing 
panels having indicia 3: on the front face 32 thereof 
preferably provided by a suitable coating to resist atmos 
pheric elements, as for example a baked enamel. The 
indicia-carrying panels and the spacer panels are each 
substantially rectangular with opposed edges 33 and 34 
with a dimension therebetween substantially the same as 
the dimension between the bottoms of the ways 13 
and 54. 
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The panels having the desired indicia are selected, to 
gether with suitable spacer panels, and each of said panels 
are preferably resilient whereby they may be bent for 
wardly and the edges 33 and 34 positioned in the ways 
3 and 14 and moved in overlying relation to the face 9. 
The panels are then released whereby the resilient action 
will effect engagement of the edges 33 and 34 in the 
respective ways and the rear face 35 of the panel will 
engage the forward face 9 of the body to provide a fric 
tional engagement, as well as a resilient engagement, of 
the edges 33 and 34 with the ways of the body to retain 
the indicia panels and spacer panels in place. The panels 
are arranged whereby the desired identification is pre 
sented with suitable spacers for portions of the identifi 
cation, it being preferred that the indicia panels or spacer 
panels be arranged whereby the outermost panels have 
edges 36 adjacent the curved edge 9 of the flat ends 
of the body member and the area therebetween be sub 
stantially filled by the panels being in edge-abutting rela 
tion, as illustrated in FIG. 2. 

In mounting the structure on a supporting surface, the 
indicia and/or spacer panels are moved to expose the 
center opening 27 and, then, with the body member in 
desired position, the fastening devices such as screws 25 
and 28 are applied to the respective fastening-receiving 
openings 24 and 27 and secured to the support, as for 
example on a side surface of a boat, as illustrated in 
FIG. 1. After the fastening devices have been inserted 
and secured to the support, the indicia and/or spacer 
panels 29 and 30 are moved to provide a substantial 
covering relation to the entire portion of the body mem 
ber between the end portions 15 thereof, also, being in 
covering relation to the center fastening device. The 
body member, due to the curvature of the elongate por 
tion thereof and the flanges forming the ways, has sub 
stantial rigidity longitudinally thereof. The end portions 
15, together with the shoulders 20, provide transverse 
rigidity at the ends, and it is found that the three-point 
mounting, together with this rigidity, maintains the side 
edges and end portions of the body in engagement with 
a supporting surface to withstand force from waves, 
water or other stress that might tend to damage the struc 
ture. It has also been found that this arrangement is 
particularly advantageous in mounting the body member 
on the compound curved surface as it has substantial 
rigidity longitudinally and at the end portions and it also 
has torsional flexibility so it can be applied to such a 
compound surface as at 37, FIG. 5, and the side edges 
and end portions will engage such surface in such a man 
ner that entry of water pressure, such as by waves be 
tween the body member and the surface 37, is substan 
tially eliminated. The resiliency of the panels 29 and 
30, together with the convex surface of the forward face 
9 of the body member, provides an engagement and 
friction that retains the indicia panels 29 and spacer 
panels 30 in place under all conditions except the man 
ually removing of the panels from the ways of the body 
member. 

If the forward side surfaces of a boat or the like are 
not sufficiently vertical to provide a proper view of the 
identification device or, if for other reasons it is desirable 
that the indicia be placed on the deck 5 of a boat or other 
substantially horizontal surface in upstanding relation 
thereto, there should be an arrangement of the indicia 
whereby it is visible from opposed sides. In the mount 
ing of the indicia on a deck or other surface whereby 
the device is substantially upstanding therefrom, as illus 
trated in FIG. 7, a pair of body members 6 are provided 
with the indicia and spacer panels 29 and 30, and then 
arranged in back-to-back relation whereby the side edges 
7 and 8 are engaged. Then, with the ends retained to 
gether, the body members provide substantial rigidity, 
both longitudinally and transversely. The end portions 
are then supported in spaced brackets 38 which are 
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4. 
secured in fixed spaced relation to the deck 5 by suitable 
fastening devices 39. 

In the illustrated structure, each of the brackets 38 
have base portions 40 adapted to rest on an upper sur 
face 41 of a deck or the like. The brackets each include 
an upstanding portion 42 having a socket 43 adapted to 
receive the end portions of the back-to-back body mem 
bers 6. The sockets 43 have a height substantially corre 
sponding to the height of the body member and have 
side surfaces 44 converging inwardly from the opening 
45 of the socket whereby outer portions of the socket 
engage opposite sides of the convex faces, 9 adjacent the 
shoulder 20, as illustrated in FIG. 9... The width of the 
socket at the upper and lower extremities as at 46 is 
such that the inner faces of the socket are engaged by 
the flanges 1 and 12 and the side wails 48 defining the 
socket have edges 49 similar in contour to the shoulder 
20 of the body members whereby said side walls slightly 
overlay the convex curvature of the adjacent portions 
of the body members. In the structure illustrated, the 
sockets 43 of the brackets 38 are arranged in facing 
relation and the end portions of the back-to-back sign 
body members with indicia thereon are sleeved into the 
sockets forming a snug engagement. In the structure 
illustrated, the base members of the brackets extend out 
wardly from the upright portion substantially longitudi 
nally of the device and the fastening devices 39 are 
inserted and secured to the mounting surface as of the 
deck of a boat whereby the structure is mounted with 
a minimum of fastening devices and the brackets co 
operate with the rigidity of the body members to main 
tain the structure in assembled mounted position. The 
wedging action of the sockets on the end portions of the 
body members holds the rear faces 16 of the end por 
tions and the side edges 7 and 8 respectively in engage 
ment for cooperative support and to eliminate removal 
of a body member without removal of a bracket 38 from 
the supporting surface. This provides a substantially 
permanent mounting of an identification device with in 
dicia on both sides or opposed faces wherein the struc 
ture is resistant to damage or deterioration from the ele 
ments including atmospheric conditions. 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and 
described one form of my invention, it is not to be limited 
to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein de 
scribed and shown except insofar as such limitations 
are included in the claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. An indicia holder comprising, 
(a) an elongate body member having a front face and 

side edges, 
(b) side flanges substantially coextensive with the side 

edges and extending forwardly in overlying spaced 
relation to side portions of said front face to form 
opposed ways, 

(c) said body member being curved transversely and 
having a convex front face and a concave rear face, 

(d) and fastening receiving portions of said body mem 
ber extending transversely at ends thereof and hav 
ing rear face portions normally substantially in a 
plane defined by the side edges of said body mem 
ber, 

(e) said opposed ways of the body member being 
adapted to slidably receive side edges of indicia 
carrying panels with said panels substantially con 
tacting the convex front face of the body member. 

2. An indicia holder for boats and the like comprising, 
(a) an elongate body member formed of sheet metal 
and having a front face and side edges, 

(b) integral side flanges substantially coextensive with 
the side edges and turned forwardly in overlying 
spaced relation to side portions of said front face to 
form opposed ways, 

(c) said body member being curved transversely and 
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having a convex front face and concave rear face, 
(d) and fastening receiving portions deformed rear 
wardly in said body member at ends thereof and 
having transversely extending rear face portions nor 
mally substantially in a plane defined by the side 
edges of said body member, 

(e) said opposed ways of the body member being 
adapted to slidably receive side edges of indicia car 
rying panels with said panels substantially contact 
ing the convex front face of the body member, 

(f) said body member having torsional flexibility 
whereby the side edges and ends conform to curved 
mounting surfaces. - 

3. An indicia holder as set forth in claim 2 including, 
(a) brackets adapted to be mounted in fixed spaced 

relation and having sockets receiving the fastening 
receiving portions at the ends of the body member 
whereby the rigidity of the body member retains 
same engaged in the bracket sockets. 

4. An indicia holder as set forth in claim 3 wherein, 
(a) said sockets of the brackets are defined by inward 

ly converging surfaces to receive the fastening re 
eiving portions at the ends of the body member 

with a wedging action to retain the side edges and 
fastening receiving portions of the body member 
firmly engaged therein. 

5. An indicia-holder for boats and the like comprising, 
(a) an elongate body member formed of sheet metal 
and having a front face and side edges, 

(b) integral side flanges substantially coextensive with 
the side edges and turned forwardly in overlying 
spaced relation to said front face to form opposed 
Ways, 

(c) said body member being curved transversely and 
having a convex front face and a concave rear face, 

(d) said body member having end edges and generally 
triangular portions deformed rearwardly at the body 
member ends with one side of said triangular por 
tions being the respective end edge and the other sides 
of said triangular portions converging inwardly from 
adjacent the intersection of the side and end edges 
of the body member, 

(e) said opposed ways of the body member being 
adapted to slidably receive indicia-carrying panels 
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(f) said triangular portions having fastening device 

receiving portions therein. 
6. An indicia-holder for boats and the like comprising, 
(a) an elongate body member formed of sheet metal 
and having a front face and side edges, 

(b) integral side flanges substantially coextensive with 
the side edges and turned forwardly in overlying 
spaced relation to said front face to form opposed 
ways, 

(c) said body member being curved transversely and 
having a convex front face and a concave rear face, 

(d) said body member having end edges and generally 
triangular portions deformed rearwardly at the body 
member ends with one side of said triangular por 
tions being the respective end edge and the other 
sides of the triangular portions converging inwardly 
from adjacent the intersection of the side and end 
edges of the body member, 

(e) said opposed ways of the body member being 
adapted to slidably receive side edges of indicia 
carrying panels with said panels substantially con 
tacting the convex front face of the body member, 

(f) said body inember having fastening device receiv 
ing apertures in the generally triangular end por 
tions and at a point substantially equally spaced 
from the ends for three-point mounting, said body 
member having substantial longitudinal stiffness and 
torsional flexibility to conform to compound curved 
mounting surfaces. 
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