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This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not |
relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. '

In assessing whether there is more than one invéntion claimed, I have given consideration to those features
which can be considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art.
‘Where different claims have different distinguishing features they define different inventions.

This International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows:

e Claims 1 to 12 relate to methods of validating a CGH assay wherein a target DNA sequence in a
genome is selected on the basis of results of a CGH assay, the DNA is exposed to an oligonucleotide
probe mcludmg a sequence able to hybridise to a portion of the target DNA and detecting
hybridisation. It is considered that methods of valldatmg a CGH assay compnses a first distinguishing
feature. :

e Claims 13 and 14 relate to methods of validating a genomic region of interest comprising exposing the
genomic region of interest to an oligonucleotide probe able to hybridize to the genomic region of
interest and determining association of the probe with the genomic region of interest. It is considered
that methods of validating a genomic region of interest comprises a second distinguishing feature.

e Claims 15 to 20 are directed to compositions, kit array and methods of synthesizing oligonucleotide
probes wherein there is a at least a first probe and a second probe to a first genomic region and a
second genomic region, the two genomic regions being no more than 1000 bases apart. It is considered

- that the first and second probes to first and second genomic regions being no more than 1000 bases
apart comprises a third distinguishing feature.

PCT Rule 13:2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical

* relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a spec1al technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

The only feature common to all of the claims is the use of oligonucleotide probes. However this common
feature is generic in the art. This means that the common feature can not constitute a special technical feature
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art.

Because the common feature does not satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature it follows
that it cannot provide the necessary technical relationship between the identified inventions. Therefore the
claims do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention a posteriori.
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