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To al zw/o/?, ië 77n Cugy concertz: 
Be it known that I, ADDISON J. LYON, of 

Mount Vernon, in the county of Westchester 
and State of New York, have invented a new 
and Improved Key-Guard, of which the foll 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

key-guard capable of being readily applied 
to any form of a lock, the guard being fur 
thermore so constructed that when applied to 
a mortised lock the door will not be mutilated, 
and whereby also the device itself will be en 
tirely concealed by the escutcheon. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a key-guard which will be exceedingly 
simple, durable, and economic and which 
may be applied to a lock in a convenient and 
in an eXpeditious manner. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the Several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved guard removed from the lock and 
viewed from the front. Fig. 2 is a rear ele 
vation of the improved guard. Fig. 3 is a 
vertical section through a portion of a door, 
illustrating the application of the device, 
which is also in Section, to a mortise-lock, the 
said section being taken substantially on the 
line 33 of Fig. 4. Fig. 4 is a front view of a 
portion of a door to which a mortise-lock is 
applied, illustrating the escutcheon and the 
guard as located between the lock and the 
escutcheon. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section 
through the guard and through the escutcheon 
attached thereto; and Fig. 6 is a perspective 
view of a rim-lock, illustrating the applica 
tion of the improvement thereto. 
A flange 10 is secured to the back of a face 

plate 11, the said face-plate being provided 
with a longitudinal opening 12 therein, 
around which opening the flange 10 is ar 
ranged. The flange may be attached to the 
face-plate or may constitute an integral por 
tion of the same. A vertical flange 13 ex 
tends within the opening 12 in the face-plate 
at one side of the opening, and this flange 13 

is preferably formed by striking up the metal 
from the face-plate adjacent to the opening 
and bending the metal over the opening, as 
is clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2, thereby 
leaving an opening 14 in the face-plate, but 
the front flange 13, which is actually a stop 
flange, may be otherwise formed if found 
necessary. 
At the opposite side of the opening 12 in the 

face-plate an upper transverse rib 15 is 
formed on the inner face of the flange 10, and 
at the bottom of the opening 12 on the same 
side a parallel rib 16 is formed, while between 
these two ribs 15 and 16 the knuckles of a 
stop plate or block 17 are entered, and the 
stop plate or blockishinged to the face-plate 
and its flange 10 by passing a spindle 18 
through the knuckles of the stop plate or 
block and into the upper and lower ribs 15 
and 16, as is most clearly illustrated in Fig. 2. 
The stop block or plate at its free end is 

normally held in engagement with the inner 
face of the stop-flange 18 by coiling a spring 
19 around the spindle 13, causing one end of 
the spring to have bearing against the block 
or plate and the other end against the face 
plate or its flange 10. The outer face of the 
stop plate or block 17 is practically flush with 
the outer surface of the face-plate 11, as shown 
in Fig. 5. 
A handle 20, preferably in the form of a 

crank-arm, is employed to Open the stop plate 
or block or carry the same inward within the 
flanged portion 10 of the face-plate. This 
handle or arm usually consists of a Vertical 
member which revolves freely in the central 
portion of the stop block or plate, being in 
troduced through the bottom thereof, and a 
horizontal member which is curved and ex 
tends outward from the bottom of the stop 
block or plate in direction of one side of the 
face-plate. 
ing the handle or arm in the stop-block is to 
enable it to readily adjust itself to the Open 
ing in thick or thin escutcheons. Thus by 
pushing inward the outer portion of the han 
dle 20 the stop block or plate will be carried 
inward, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 5, ad 
mitting of the key previously introduced in 
the lock being taken out or removed from the 
lock in connection with which the guard is 
employed. The stop-block is in no manner 
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a barrier to the introduction of a key in the 
lock, as the block moves backward or within 
the flanged portion 10 of the face-plate as the 
key is advanced; but after the key has passed 
the block the spring 19 will return the block 
to its normal position across the keyhole, ef 
fectually preventing the withdrawal of the 
key or the key dropping from the lock by rea 
Son of the door being violently closed or re 
ceiving a shock from another source. The 
key can be withdrawn only after the stop 
block has been carried inward by the manipu 
lation of the arm or handle 20, as above stated. 
The face-plate 11 may or may not be se 

Cured to the escutcheon 21 when the device 
is used in connection with a mortise-lock or 
is applied to a door at that side opposite:which 
the lock is located, it simply being necessary 
in applying the device to insert it in an open 
ing in the door of sufficientsize to receive the 
flange. 10, and the flange fitting snugly in the 
Opening protects the sides of the opening, 
While the material of the door serves to 
strengthen the device, and when the escutch 

having an Opening therein adapted to regis eon is secured to the door, as shown in Fig. 
4, the device will be perfectly concealed, since 
it will be securely held between the escutch 
eon and the opposing surface of the door, a 
portion of the stop plate or block only being 
visible as it crosses the keyhole, together with 
the horizontal portion of the handle 20, which 
is carried out through the bottom portion of 
the keyhole in the escutcheon. 
In Fig. 6 I have illustrated the key-guard 

face-plate having an opening therein, and a 
flange surrounding the said opening at one 

: side of the face-plate, a stop having a spring 
controlled hinged connection with the face 
plate at a point within the opening of the 

as applied to a rim-lock. In this instance 
the flange 10° of the face-plate 11 is formed 
on the front of the face-plate instead of the 
back, and the hinged stop 17 is located in 
the lower portion of the flange, at the forward 
edge thereof, instead of between the walls of 
the opening in the face-place. By this means 
the face-plate may be secured directly to the 
loek by rivets or their equivalents. 
Eaving thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a lock, and its 
casing, of a spring-controlled stop carried by 
a Support on One side of the keyhole and 
normally extending across said keyhole, said 

forth. 

stop being movable in a plane which is at 
right angles to the casing to swing away from 
the keyhole and admit of the insertion of a 
key, the spring returning said stop to its nor 
mal position after the key has been inserted, 
as set forth. 

2. In a lock, a stop hinged at one end to a 
support and located within the casing of the 
lock and extending across the keyhole of the 
Same, a flange against which the free end of 
the stop has bearing, a spring normally hold 
ing the stop in engagement with the said 
flange, and means for carrying the stop in 
Ward against the tension of the said spring, 
substantially as shown and described. 

3. A key-guard consisting of a face-plate, 
a stop hinged in an opening in the said face 
plate, spring - controlled in one direction, 
means for limiting the outward movement of 
the stop, and an arm mounted to turn in the 
block and adapted for carrying the stop in 
Ward against the tension of its spring, as and 

: for the purpose specified. 
- 4. A key-guard consisting of a face-plate 

tier with the keyhole of the lock, and a spring 
controlled stophinged to the face-plate within 
the said opening, a flange surrounding the 
said opening of the face-plate, and devices, 
substantially as described, for limiting the 
outward movement of the stop and carrying 
the said stop inward, as and for the purpose 
specified. 

5. A key-guard, the same consisting of a 

same, a flange limiting the movement of the 
stop in one direction, and a handle extending 
beyond the face-plate and arranged for car 
rying the stop inward to permit the with 
drawal of the key, as and for the purpose set 

ADDISON J. LYON. 
Witnesses: 

J. FRIED. ACKER, 
JNO. S. WILLIAMS. 
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