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This invention relates to display boxes for 
jewelry or other articles of merchandise, and 
its principal object is to provide a container 
having a pair of complemental box elements 
pivotally connected so that one element, con 
stituting a reversible member, may be swung 
to closed position over an opening of the 
other with either of its opposite sides alter 
natively exposed, one side of the reversible 
member being adapted for the display of 
articles mounted thereon. ... " - Recommended embodiments of the inven 
tion are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, preferred form being particularly 
adapted for alternately enclosing and ex 
hibiting a pen and pencil set, but it will be 
apparent that other articles may be mounted 
on the display side of the reversible member, 
and that thesize and shape of the box may 

20 be varied for the intended purpose. In the 
drawings: - Fig.1 is a perspective view of the improved 
display boxin position for displaying the 
articles mounted upon a reversible cover 

25 member or door of the box; Fig. 2 is a similar view illustrating the 
mode of reversing the door; . . . Fig. 3 is a perspective of the box with the 
door reversed to enclose the articles; 
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Fig. 4 is a plan of a blank suitable for form 
ing the body of the box; Fig. 5 is an enlarged transverse section 
through the box shown in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 6 is a similar sectional view of a 
modification in which the reversible mem 
E. constitutes a cover for the top of the 
0X. . . . . The particular embodiment of the inven 

...tion illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, com 
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prises a prism-shaped box 7 closed at the bot 
tom, back and ends and open at the front, and 
a substantially flat and rigid door 8 pivoted to 
the box, preferably by means of a rigid leaf 
member 9 hinged to one edge of the door and 
to the interior of the box as at the juncture 
of the bottom and back, in such a manner 
that it may be swung to closed position over 
the open front of the bex with either side of the door alternatively exposed to view. One 
side of the door may have a pad 10 upon. 

which articles to be displayed may be mount 
ed; and the surface 11 of the opposite side 
may have the same appearance as the exte 
rior of the box. A projecting tab 12 may 
be provided at the free edge of the door for 
convenience in reversing the position of the 
door. . . . The box 7, door 8 and hinge member 9 may 
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be formed of metal, wood or any suitable 
sheet material such as cardboard, and the box may conveniently be shaped from a 
blank of cardboard such as shown in Fig. 4. 
The blank is scored or weakened along the 
broken lines 13 to allow the rectangular back 
14 and triangular ends 15 to be bent upward 
ly from the bottom 16. A suitable paper or 
fabric covering 17 (Fig. 5) may be adhesive 
ly applied over the inner and outer surfaces 
of the formed blank to unite the parts in the 
prismatic form of the illustrated box. The 
door 8 and leaf 9 may likewise be made of 
flat rectangular sheets of cardboard, and the 
two sheets may be hinged together at their 
adjacent edges, as indicated at 19, by a com mon covering of paper 18 cemented upon 
their respective surfaces, the free ends 20 of 
said covering being fastened to the inner 
face of the bottom 16 (or optionally to the 
back 14) either adhesively or by suitable 
fasteners, to provide an edge hinge 21 at the 
juncture of its back and bottom walls. 
Thus the leaf 9 may be swung on hinge 21 

against the back wall 14 or the bottom wall 
16 of the box, and the door 8 may be swung 
in the opposite direction on hinge 19 to close 
the box opening and alternatively to expose 
either of its sides. Owing to the diverging 
slope of the back and bottom of the box, 
the free end 22 of the closure (which is prefer 
ably shaped to conform to said opening) is 
prevented from swinging within the box, and 
seats against the box (either at the top or 
bottom of the opening) when the door is in 
closed position. The shape of the box just 
described not only affords opposed seats 
against which the free edge of the door rests 
by action of gravity in either of its closed po 
sitions, but also provides a display box of 
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easel type which exhibits the articles to be 
displayed at the proper angle for conven 100 
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as a door or cover, it will be understood that 
these terms are not used in a restrictive sense, 
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ient inspection, and affords economy in space 
for storing the boxes when the articles are enclosed by reversing the door. 
The box shown in Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive is shaped for displaying elongate articles 

such as a pen and pencil 23 and 24 re 
spectively, and the plush-covered pad 10 has a 
pair of elastic loops 25 for retaining said 
articles thereon. It is obvious, however, that 
other articles may be suitably mounted upon 
a display pad or upon One side of the door 
in any desired manner, and that the structure 
of the box may be varied as desired. . . 
For example, the modified box 26 shown 

in Section in Fig.6 may be square or rectan 
gular, and its cover 27 may close an open 
ing in the top of the box. The leaf 28 is 
hinged to the cover 27 at 29 and to the bottom 
of the box at 30 in a manner similar to that 
above described, the hinge 30 being arranged 
along the medial line of the box bottom so 
that the leaf may swing from one side to the 
other of the top opening. In such construc 
tion it is advisable to provide ledges 31 along 
the inner surfaces of the back and front of 
the box adjacent the opening in order to 
Support the free edge 32 of the closed door. 
A display box constructed as above de 

Scribed is simple and economical to manu 
facture and combines in a unitary and com 
pact structure the advantages of a protec 
tive container and an attractive display 
stand. The unique arrangement of the re 
versible door obviates the necessity of a sep 
arable cover for the container or an exterior 
standard for supporting the cover when it 
is swung to exhibit the articles displayed 
thereon. It will be observed that the hinge leaf pivotally connecting the door to the 
interior of the box is preferably rigid, there 
by constituting a support for one edge of the 
door, and that the rigid member is hinged to 
the box along a line parallel to and approxi 
mately equidistant from the opposite box 

; edges bordering the opening of the box, so 
that the hinge member moves angularly with 
respect to the box when the door is swung 
from one closed position to the other. 
Although I have referred to the reversible 

box member of the container above described 

but merely to distinguish the described part 
from the deeper element of the container to 
which it is connected; for it is apparent that 
the reversible member is itself an element, 
of the container and that it may constitute 
the bottom or a side of the closed container, depending upon the shape of the container 
and its position when at rest. It will also be 
understood that structural details of the 
specific embodiments herein illustrated may 
be varied to suit particular purposes without 
departing from the essence of this invention 
as defined in the following claims. " .. 

I claim: 
1. A container of the class described com 

prising a pair of complemental box elements, 
one of said elements constituting a reversible 
member movable to closed positions over an 
opening of the other box element with either 
of its sides alternatively exposed to view, and 
a hinge part connected to one end of the re 
versible member and to the interior of the 
other box element, the hinge permanently in 
terconnecting the box elements and being 
movable angularly of the container when the 
box elements are swung relatively to each 
other to move the reversible member from 
one of said positions to the other, one side 
of the reversible member being adapted to 
display an article mounted thereon and said 
article being enclosed within the container 
when said member is reversed. 

2. A container of the class described com 
prising a relatively deep box element, a com 
plemental box element constituting a revers 
ible member movable to closed positions over 
an opening of the deeper element, with either 
of its opposite sides alternatively exposed to 
view, and a hinge permanently connected to 
one end of the reversible member and to the 
interior of the deeper element at a position 
approximately equidistant from the opposite 
edges of the box opening, whereby the two 
box elements may be swung relatively to each 
other to move the reversible member from 
one closed position to the other, one side of the 
reversible member being adapted in one of 
said positions to display an article mounted 
thereon and said article being enclosed with 
in the container in the other position. 

3. A container of the class described com 
prising an open box, a reversible cover mov 
able to either of two closed positions over the 
box opening with either of its oppositesides 
alternatively exposed to view, and an elon 
gate hinge member of substantially rigid 
sheet material connected to the cover along 
one edge of the latter and to the interior 
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10 of the box along a line substantially equi 
distant from opposite edges of the opening, 
the hinge member being movable toward op 
posite sides of the box when the cover is 
swung from one of said positions to the other, 
one side of the cover being adapted to dis-, 
play an article supported thereon when the 
cover is in one closed position and the article 
being enclosed within the container when the cover is reversed. 

4. A display box having a reversible door 
movable to either of two closed positions 
over an opening of the box with its respective 
sides alternatively exposed to view, and a 
substantially rigid member hinged to one 
edge of the door and to the interior of the box at a position approximately equidistant 
from the opposite edges of said opening, said 
member being movable angularly of the box 
when the door is swung from one of said 
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positions to the other, one side of the door 
being adapted to carry articles for display 
when the door is in one closed position and 
said articles being enclosed within the box 
when the door is reversed. 

5. A combined container and display stand 
comprising a box having diverging walls at 
opposite sides of an opening thereto, a re 
versible door movable to either of two closed 
positions over the opening alternatively to 
expose either of its sides, one edge of the 
closed door seating against one of said di 
verging walls, and a substantially rigid mem 
ber hinged to the opposite edge of the door 
and to the inner surface of the box along a 
line parallel to and approximately equidis 
tant from the ends of said walls, said member 
being moved within the box when the door 
is swung from one of said closed positions to 
the other, one side of the door being adapted 
to mount articles for display when the door 
is in one closed position and said articles 
being enclosed within the box when the door 
is reversed. - 

6. A combined container and display 
stand comprising a prism-shaped box having 
bottom and back walls and an open front, a 
reversible door for closing the front opening, 
a substantially rigid leaf hinged along one 
edge to an edge of the door and along its 
opposite edge to the interior of the box 
along the juncture of its bottom and back 
walls, the leaf being moved from one wall to 
the other when the door is swung from one 
closed position to the other alternatively to 
expose its respective sides, one side of the 
door having articles mounted thereon for 
display when said side is exposed and said 
articles being enclosed within the box when 
the door is reversed. 

Signed by me at North Attleboro, Massa 
chusetts, this 7th day of January, 1930. 

RUSSELLI. RHODES, Jr. 


