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3:Claims.
1

This invention relates to an adjustable waist
band -and, more particularly, to -an adjustable
elastic strap waist band for use in dresses, slacks,
trunks and other types of wearing apparel.

In presently used types -of clothing such as
dresses and trousers, the waist hem portion of
such clothing in time may stretch and not fit
snugly against the girth of the wearer. Due to
this variation, the waist appears somewhat ruf-
fled and in time presents an untidy and un-
kempt appearance. Unless this untidiness is
remedied, the clothing, because of its looseness,
will permanently lose its original shape and ap-
pearance.

With the above disadvantages in view, it is an
cbject -of this invention to provide garments and
other types of wearing ‘apparel with an easiiy
adjustable waist -band.

Ancther -object of this invention is to provide
wearing -apparel containing -an -easily -attach-
able, economic, -easily -adjustable waist band
adapted to assume the shape of the girth of the
wearer without imparting an unpleasing ap-
pearance to the garment.

One other object of the present invention is
to provide a tubular hem containing adjustable
elastic and interconnecting members hidden from
general view.

Other objects and advantages of this inven-
tion will become apparent from the following
description taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective front view of a dress em-
bodying my invention;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the dress showing some
of the details thereof;

TFig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing a por-
tion of the embodiment exposed before finally
covering same;

Fig. 4 is a detailed view taken on line 4—4§ of
Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is a detailed, perspective view of another
type of waist band used on wearing apparel in
accordance with the present invention; and

Fig. 6 is an exploded, perspective, fragmental
view of a portion of the embodiment shown in
Fig. 5.

Referring now to the drawings in which like
reference characters denote like parts through-
out, a ladies’ outer garment 18 such as that shown
in Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, is provided at its upper
portion #{ with a tubular hem 12 forming the
waist of the garment. It will be noted that the
hem is preferably a flap of material folded over
itself and stitched at its lower portion I3 where~

10

20

35

40

45

50

65

able manner.

2

by the two marginal -edges 44 and 5 of the fap

meet -and are sewed to the upper portion #( .of
the garment 49, as shown in -détail in “Fig. 4,

thus forming the tubular ‘hem as heretofore in-

dicated. Inside said hem and at -the -oppoesed
lateral portions thereof, shown at 16 -:and 11, xre-

:spectively, there are fitted -elastic band menbers

48 and 18, respectively, ‘externding toward the
rear of the garment, as'shownin'Fig. 3. Theifree
ends 23 -and. 2! of ‘said band members are ‘pro-
vided ‘with -eye buckles 22 -and 28, respectively,
which are fitted to the-elastic ‘bands in any suit-
It ‘will e noted that these hands,
with the eye buckles, extend from the back por-
tion or rear of the garmentto the lateral portions
16 and {7 so as to take up dbout two-thirds of the
rear half of the garment.

Disposed at the reayr portion of ‘the tubuiarhem,
as shown in Fig. 3, there is a strap ‘member 24
provided with a plurality of flat-headed pins 25
fixed in any suitable manner to the strap ‘in
successive alignment whereby they can be en-
gaged to the eye buckles at any interval, as shown
in Fig. 3. After the proper adjustment has been
made as to the diameter of the waist hem (2 and
the elastic members, flap portion 26 of the hem
is turned over the strap portion 24 and sewed
to the upper portion I{ of the garment thereby
rendering the waist band invisible.

In Figs. 5 and 6 there is shown a modification
on my invention in which I have provided catch
buckles 27 and 28 for the elastic bands 18 and
19 and in which the strap portion contains a
plurality of eyelets 29 in consecutive alignment.
Each of said buckles is provided with a shaft
member 308 for engaging the eyelets depending
upon the adjustment of the band, whereupon
flap 26 is pressed over the strap portion of the
band and sewed to the remaining portion of the
garment.

In either modification, it is to be noted that said
strap is not sewed to the hem in any way and
that the buckles and strap portion are very thin
and would not protrude or in any way show its
outline in the hem when it is attached to the
remaining portion of the garment or when the
garment is worn.

It will be noted from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings, that I have provided a relatively eco-
nomic waist band which can be used on any type
of wearing apparel and which can be easily re-
moved or adjusted so as to conform with the
girth of the wearer. Furthermore, when the
elastic band has stretched, due to continuous
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wear, and lost some of its elasticity, part of the
band can be removed and the new free end of the
band sewed to the hem thereby avoiding any
shirring or envenness to the waist of the garment.
The device, according to my invention, is rela-
tively thin and is not exposed to view nor does it
protrude in any way so as to mar the appearance
of the hem of the garment. The strap, as dis-
closed, may be padded and of any suitable mate-
rial, such as leather or cloth and fits snugly
against the back of the wearer without causing
any discomfort from the pull of the elastic mem-
bers in the hem. :

It is understood that certain modifications a
to form, use and arrangement of parts may be
made without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as claimed herein.

I claim:

1. Wearing apparel comprising a tubular waist
hem, an elastic member fixed at one of its ends
to the front portion and interior of said hem,
another elastic member fixed at one of its ends
to another portion of the interior of said hem
and adjacent the fixed end of the other mem-
ber, the free ends of the respective members
extending toward the rear of the hem and being
disposed in opposed relation to each other, an
adjustable buckle member for each of the free
ends of the elastic members, and an intercon-
necting strap disposed intermediate the buckle
members containing a plurality of eyelets in
alignment with each other for adjustable con-
nection with the buckle members whereby the
front portion of the hem is kept in a taut and
smooth appearing condition,

2. An adjustable device for wearing apparel,
comprising a tubular hem connected to and
adapted to fit around the waist portion of the
apparel, said hem being an extension of said
apparel, a pair of opposed elastic members en-
closed in said hem, each fixed at one respective
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end to the frontal interior portion of the hem and
having a free end, a huckle attached to said free
end of each of said elastic members, and a strap
member inftermediate the buckles containing
means for adjustable connection of the strap to
the buckles, said members and buckles being mov-
able and contained within the hem, and the
strap connecting the buckles being adapted for
relative adjustment of the buckles, said elastic
members, upon stretching, being adapted to keep
the frontal portion of the hem in a smooth, taut
condition.

3. In wearing apparel of the character de-
scribed, a tubular hem extending from the upper
portion of the apparel so as to form the waist
of said apparel, a pair of elastic band members
in the hem, each of the members having one
end fixed to opposite sides of the front portion
of the hem and extending toward the rear por-
tion thereof and having a free end, each of the
free ends of said elastic members being provided
with an eye buckle, and an intermediate and ad-
Jjustable non-stretchable connecting strap mem-
ber for said free ends disposed in the interior rear
portion of the hem, having a plurality of succes-
sive flat-headed pin members projecting out-
wardly of the strap member to permit relative
engagement of the buckles with said pin member.
CONCETTA E. M. LEMBO.
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