S Dz

- Ll i
Nzrss - It Mgy s




UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN H. DEVEREUX, OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINTA, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF

H. B. GOODYEAR, AND H. M. BEARCE.

’

IMPROVED EASY-CHAIR.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 42,753, dated May 17, 1864,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun H. DEVEREUX,
of Alexandria, in the county of Alexandria
and State of Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Easy-Chairs;
and I hereby declare that the following is a
fall, clear, and exact description of the same.

No chair, however luxuriously fitted up
and shaped with a view of promoting com-
fort, affords that wholesome repose of body
whichis productive at once of an equable cir-
culation of blood and reacts on the mind so
as to prevade the whole being with a feeling
of contentment, repose, and comfort, so re-
freshing to body and mind. Nor is there a
chair, however comfortable for a short time,
that can be endured for any longer period of
time without a feeling of uneasiness growing
upon the occupant. There are, however, po-
sitions of the body, which, while they promote
a sense of relief from fatigue, are not cal-
culated to render the occupant heavy and
sleepy. The one which is most universally
practiced, at least in this county, is that of the
sitting posture with the feet elevated so as to
prevent the blood from settling in the veins
of the fatigued- legs, which engenders weari-
ness and restlessness. The manner in which
this posture is generally taken necessitates
the intervention of a fable or other piece of
farpiture upon which the feet are placed.
Having ascertained from long experience that
this position affords to a person not wish-
ing to lie down or sleep the most complete
repose, I endeavored to construct a chair in
which this position can be taken at the will of
the occupant without the use of another arti-
cle of furniture, and I have accomplished this
object by combining with a chairof otherwise
ordinary or suitable construction a support
for the leg under such arrangement that it
may be removable, adjustable for supporting
the arms, and capable of being foldéd up for
transportation, substantially as hereinafter de-
scribed. )

In the accompanying drawings, represent-
ing a chair constructed in accordance with my
invention, Figs. 1, 2, and 3 are side eleva-
tions of the same, showing it, respectively, in
three positions—viz., open without the leg-

rest, open with the leg-rest, and folded for'!

transportation. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
exhibiting the chair open, partly with and
partly without the leg-support.

The chair proper is composed of a frame and
a seat and back., The former consists of two
front and two rear legs, @ and b, pivoted or
hinged together at d, so that the four legs
may be folded together on the pin d as a
pivot, as shown in Fig. 3. The rearlegs, b, are
extended to the front of the seat, and are
there united by a cross-bar, e, while the front
legs, a, extend backward to the top of the
back, and are there united by a cross-bar, f.
On the bars ¢ and f is hung the cushion or
carpet ¢, forming the seat and back. In order
to give the cushion or carpet the proper curva-
ture, the spreading of the lezs is limited by a
cross-piece, g, secured to either front or rear
legs.

To the legs @ of the chair are attached at h,
by means of pins, the two leg-supports. These
are made in two parts, {and j, jointed or hinged
together so as to allow of the folding of the
support and the raising and lowering of them
past the bar e, which projects from both sides
of the chair. The supportsare arranged on the
outer sides of the front legs, which constitute
the back of the chair, and are hinged thereto
at a point level with or somewhat below the
cross-bare. The length of the supports is to
be proportioned to the size of the chair, and
is calculated more or less according to the
length of the legs of occupants. The width,
too, is to be calculated with a view of affording
some lateral motion tothe leg while being sup-
ported, and is a matter of judgment or taste.
I prefer to allow the partj to project on the
inner side over the part ¢, so as to lap over
the leg @ when let down, and thus maintain
the support when folded snugly and compactly
in position.

Theviews exhibited in the drawings explain
the operation sufficiently to require further
explanation. It may be-stated that when the

leg-supports are in position shown in Fig. 1,
the part jis capable of being swung upon its
hinge &, and it may thus answer the purpose
of a support for the arm, a position exceed-
ingly comfortable, particularly if the ocenpant
have a book or paper toread, allowing of such
book or paper being held steadily in position.
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Flaving thus deseribed my invention, I
claim— »

1. In combination with a folding frame and
and cushion suspended at the front and back,
as described, the swinging leg-rests and pro
jecting cross-bars supporting said leg-rests
under the arrangement and for the purposes
set forth. :

2. Making the leg-restsin two parts jointed
or hinged together as described, so as to allow
of the folding of the same, whereby the chair

way be used with or without leg-rests at

pleasure and may be folded in compact form
for transportation,substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification before two subscrib-
ing witnesses. :

J. H. DEVEREUX,

Witnesses :

A. POLLAXK,
J. L, CooMBs.




