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ROOFING SHINGLE SYSTEM AND
SHINGLES FOR USE THEREIN

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to an improved roofing
shingle having the bulk and configuration of more expensive
roofing shingles and a roofing system that utilizes the
shingles. The inventive roofing shingles have the appearance
of thicker shingles and have excellent fire resistance and
protection against weather, while retaining the substantially
reduced cost of conventional asphalt shingles.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Roofing products are often divided into three broad
groups: shingles, roll roofing, and underlayment. Shingles
and roll roofing typically function as outer roof coverings
designed to withstand exposure to weather and the elements.
Shingles and roll roofing generally contain the same basic
components which provide protection and long term wear
associated with asphalt roofing products. These components
include a base material made from an organic felt or fiberglass
mat which serves as a matrix to support the other components
and gives the product the required strength to withstand
manufacturing, handling, installation and service in the
intended environment. An asphalt coating formulated for the
particular service application is often applied to the base
material to provide the desired long-term ability to resist
weathering and to provide stability under the anticipated tem-
perature extremes. An outer layer of mineral granules is also
commonly applied to the asphalt coating to form a surface
exposed to the weather which shields the asphalt coating from
the sun’s rays, adds color to the final product and provides fire
resistance.

[0003] Asphalt shingles are among the most commonly
used roofing materials. Such shingles are typically manufac-
tured as single layer strip shingles, laminated shingles having
two or more layers, interlocking shingles and large individual
shingles in a variety of weights and colors. Such asphalt
shingles are also often referred to as composite shingles. Even
though asphalt shingles offer significant cost, service life and
flammability advantages over slate or wood shingles, slate or
wood shingles are still often preferred due to the pleasing
aesthetic appearance of a slate or wood shingled roof. An
important aesthetic advantage of such slate or wood shingles
is their greater thickness as compared to composite shingles.
The thickness of slate or wood shingles results in a more
pleasing, layered look for the finished roof.

[0004] Various composite shingles have been developed to
provide an appearance of thickness comparable to slate or
wood shingles. Examples of such composite or asphalt
shingles are shown in U.S. Pat. No. 7,805,905 entitled Roof-
ing Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. 8,397,460 entitled Roofing
Shingle; U.S. Pat. Appl. Publ. No. 2013/0019554 entitled
Roofing Shingle; U.S. Pat. Appl. Publ. No. 2010/0205898
entitled Roofing Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D554,275 entitled
Roof Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D388,195 entitled Shingle; U.S.
Pat. No. D366,124 entitled Tab Portion Of A Shingle; U.S.
Pat. No. D375,563 entitled Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D376,660
entitled Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D336,347 entitled Tab Portion
Of A Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D340,294 entitled Design For A
Tab Portion Of A Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D366,335 entitled
Design For A Tab Portion Of A Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. D313,
278 entitled Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. 6,105,329 entitled Tril-
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aminate Roofing Shingle; U.S. Pat. No. 6,220,329 entitled
Apparatus for Making Laminated Roofing Shingles; and U.S.
Pat. No. 5,102,487 entitled Manufacturing Roofing Shingles.
[0005] U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,805,905 and 8,397,460, and U.S.
Pat. Appl. Publ. Nos. 2013/0019554 and 2010/0205898
describe two-layer composite roofing shingles with a poste-
rior layer having a posterior headlap and a plurality of poste-
rior tabs extending from the posterior headlap; and an anterior
layer, positioned on the posterior layer, having an anterior
headlap and at least one alignment notch and at least one
anterior tab extending from the anterior headlap, where at
least one anterior tab is positioned on the plurality of posterior
tabs. At least one anterior tab is absent in two-layer embodi-
ments of the inventions described in the above disclosures,
such that the shingles have at least one single-layer tab (i.e., a
posterior tab without a corresponding anterior tab positioned
over said posterior tab). When installed, this presence and
absence of an anterior tab on the shingles along with the
posterior tabs and optional shadow bands and shadow tips
simulate a variable thickness slate surface.

[0006] U.S. Pat. No. D554,275 illustrates two-layer com-
posite roofing shingles with a posterior layer having a poste-
rior headlap and a plurality of posterior tabs extending from
the posterior headlap and an anterior layer, positioned on the
posterior layer, having an anterior headlap and at least one
anterior tab extending from the anterior headlap, where each
anterior tab is positioned on a corresponding posterior tab and
at least one anterior tab is absent, such that the shingles have
at least one single-layer tab (i.e., a posterior tab without a
corresponding anterior tab positioned over it). Each of the
anterior tabs has the same shape and equal breadth that is less
than the breadth of the posterior tabs, each of which has the
same shape and equal breadth, and the anterior tabs are posi-
tioned over the center of a corresponding posterior tab.
[0007] U.S. Pat. No. D388,195 illustrates a two-layer
shingle with an undivided posterior layer (i.e., without tabs)
and an anterior layer having an anterior headlap and a plural-
ity of tabs having crimped corners. The undivided posterior
layer has a bottom edge contour that mirrors the bottom edge
contour of the anterior tabs. Each of the anterior tabs has the
same shape and equal breadth and is separated from adjacent
anterior tabs by openings of equal breadth.

[0008] U.S. Pat. No. D366,124 illustrates a two-layer tab
portion of a shingle with an undivided posterior layer (i.e.,
without tabs) and an anterior layer having an anterior headlap
and a plurality of tabs having crimped corners. The undivided
posterior layer has a bottom edge contour that mirrors the
bottom edge contour of the anterior tabs. Each of the anterior
tabs has the same shape and equal breadth and is separated
from adjacent anterior tabs by openings of equal breadth.
[0009] U.S. Pat. Nos. D375,563 and D376,660 illustrate
three-layer shingles with an undivided posterior layer (i.e.,
without tabs), a middle layer having a headlap and a plurality
of tabs having crimped corners, and an anterior layer com-
prising two planks positioned over the center of two corre-
sponding middle layer tabs and extending over the middle
layer headlap. Each of the shingles illustrated has two middle
layer tabs without an anterior layer plank positioned over the
middle layer tab.

[0010] U.S. Pat. Nos. D336,347 and D340,294 illustrate
three-layer tab portions of shingles with an undivided poste-
rior layer (i.e., without tabs), a middle layer having a frac-
tional headlap and a plurality of tabs having crimped corners,
and an anterior layer comprising two planks positioned over



US 2015/0315789 Al

the center of two corresponding middle layer tabs and extend-
ing over the fractional middle layer headlap. Fach of the
shingles illustrated has two middle layer tabs without an
anterior layer plank positioned over said middle layer tab.
[0011] U.S. Pat. No. D366,335 illustrates a two-layer tab
portion of a shingle with a posterior layer comprising a single
posterior tab with crimped corners and an anterior layer com-
prising a single anterior tab with crimped corners positioned
over the center of the posterior tab.

[0012] U.S. Pat. No. D313,278 illustrates single-layer
shingles with a headlap and four tabs having crimped corners.
Adjacent tabs have different lengths and alternating tabs have
the same length. Each tab is partially covered with granules of
contrasting color values or shading with discrete rectangular
outlines.

[0013] U.S. Pat. No. 6,105,329 describes three-layer roof-
ing shingles with an anterior layer having a headlap portion
and a butt portion comprising a plurality of tabs of a given
breadth separated by spaces approximately 0.50 to 1.25 the
breadth of an anterior tab; a middle layer with the same
number of tabs as the anterior tabs; and an undivided posterior
layer (i.e., without tabs). The middle layer tabs have a breadth
such that the middle layer tabs partially fill the spaces
between the anterior tabs when the anterior layer is positioned
over the middle layer. The middle layer tabs have a configu-
ration complementary to, and are the same height as, the
anterior tabs, such that a middle layer tab mirrors an adjacent
anterior tab when the anterior layer is positioned over the
middle layer. Each tab (e.g., anterior layer tab or middle layer
tab) is a single layer of roofing material positioned over the
undivided posterior layer, except for embodiments having an
alignment means in the form a small tab in the anterior layer
spaces, in which case, the middle layer tabs are partially
covered by the small anterior tab and the middle layer tabs
remain positioned over the undivided posterior layer.

[0014] U.S. Pat. No. 6,220,329 describes three-layer roof-
ing shingles with an anterior layer and a mid-layer, each
having a headlap portion and a butt portion comprising a
plurality of tabs of a given breadth separated by spaces,
wherein the tabs of the butt portions of the anterior layer and
mid-layer are offset from each; and an undivided posterior
layer (i.e., without tabs).

[0015] U.S. Pat. No. 5,102,487 describes a method of mak-
ing laminated shingles having a generally rectangular under-
lay and an overlay with tabs and cutouts, wherein roofing
material is cut with a cutting cylinder that has a common
factor with the length of the shingle, other than the length of
the shingle itself, to create a sufficient number of shingles
having a different pattern of tabs and cutouts to ensure a fairly
random appearance when the shingles are applied onto the
roof.

[0016] Various composite shingles have also been devel-
oped with slits or slots as part of an interlocking shingle
roofing system. Examples of such composite or asphalt
shingles are shown in U.S. Pat. No. 2,801,599 entitled Mul-
tiple Tab Square Butt Shingle; and U.S. Pat. No. 3,973,369
entitled Roofing Shingle.

[0017] U.S. Pat. No. 2,801,599 describes a single-layer
tabbed strip roofing shingle with substantially horizontal slots
that engage interlocking tabs of subsequently installed
courses of shingles. The horizontal slots are not visible when
the shingles are installed.

[0018] U.S. Pat. No. 3,973,369 describes a two-layered
tabbed roofing shingle with diagonal slots cut into a body
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sheet of the shingle, but not a backing sheet affixed under-
neath the body sheet, wherein the slots engage with tab cor-
ners of subsequently installed courses of shingles. The diago-
nal slots are not visible when the shingles are installed.
[0019] Each of the above-referenced patents and patent
applications is incorporated herein by reference for all pur-
poses within this application.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0020] One embodiment of this invention pertains to a new
two-layer asphalt containing roofing shingle having superior
weather resistance and an aesthetic appearance, which simu-
lates a variable thickness slate, tile or wood shake roofing
surface, and which further employs a novel backer strip to
reduce the risk of wind failure.

[0021] In accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention, a roofing system is provided having a multiplicity
of courses of two-layer roofing shingles, wherein each
shingle has a posterior layer (also known as a backer strip) and
an anterior layer (also known as a facer), wherein the anterior
layer of each shingle has a plurality of tabs spaced apart by a
plurality of openings and the posterior layer has a plurality of
“partial slots” (defined herein as openings cut into the poste-
rior layer that do not extend to any edge of the buttlap),
wherein the partial slots separate the posterior “simulated
tabs” (defined herein as regions of the buttlap of a shingle or
shingle layer that resemble traditional shingle or shingle layer
tabs, but are not completely separated from adjacent similar
regions at any edge of the buttlap), wherein the simulated tabs
are connected to at least one adjacent simulated tab by a
“connecting segment” (defined herein as a portion of shingle
or shingle layer material disposed between simulated tabs),
and wherein the connecting segment may be located at or near
the buttlap edge of the shingle or shingle layer. The connect-
ing segments provide rigidity to single-thickness simulated
tabs compared to traditional single-thickness tabs of prior art
shingles, while the partial slots provide the visual appearance
of discrete tabs that help convey the appearance of bulk. The
relatively random pattern of the anterior tabs and anterior
openings along with the simulated appearance of discrete
posterior tabs (achieved by partial slots and simulated tabs)
create the illusion of thickness that makes the roofing shingles
appear like more expensive roofing materials such as tile,
slate, or wood shakes.

[0022] The illusion of thickness may be further enhanced
by employing granules of contrasting hues on the tabs or
employing shade lines, including to the edges or contours of
the tabs according to methods known in the art.

[0023] Tabbed two-layer prior art asphalt shingles have
utilized configurations wherein at least one posterior tab is
not covered by an anterior tab to simulate the random appear-
ance and increased thicknesses of more expensive roofing
materials, such as slate or wood. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. No.
7,805,905. Such shingles have tabs that are only one layer
thick or single-layer tabs (i.e., the posterior tabs that are not
covered by an anterior tab). The two-layer roofing shingles
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 7,805,905 are susceptible to wind
failure when the shingles are installed in cold weather. In cold
weather conditions, a relatively modest wind may lift a
single-thickness tab, which is more flexible and lighter than a
more rigid and heavier double thickness tab, prior to it being
fully sealed. When this occurs, dust and other contaminants
may land underneath the affected tab, causing it to never fully
seal. This affected tab is then susceptible to lifting up due to
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wind, which may cause a chain reaction lifting up adjacent
tabs and eventually the entire shingle.

[0024] Applicants have addressed this problem with the
invention disclosed and claimed herein. In a preferred
embodiment, the partial slots (and optionally the connecting
segment, when modified as described below) operate to simu-
late the appearance of traditional, discrete posterior tabs,
while the connecting segment provides rigidity to the single-
thickness simulated tabs protecting the simulated tabs from
lifting up under mild wind conditions prior to the shingles
fully sealing. Not being bound by any particular theory,
increased rigidity may be imparted to a single-thickness
simulated tab because the simulated tab is connected directly
or indirectly to a double-thickness (or multi-layer) simulated
tab that has increased rigidity and weight due to increased
thickness. Alternatively, a simulated tab may have increased
rigidity by virtue of being connected to at least one other
simulated tab regardless of the thickness of the simulated tabs
on the shingle, i.e., the present invention will provide rigidity
and increased protection from wind failure even if the entire
shingle is only one layer thick. It will be appreciated that the
present invention can be used to impart increased structural
rigidity, while still maintaining the aesthetic appearance of
discrete tabs without the increased weight of additional mate-
rial that may otherwise be needed to impart such increased
structural rigidity, e.g., the basis weight of a single-layer
simulated tab compared to the basis weight of a multi-layered
discrete tab.

[0025] In a preferred embodiment, a roofing shingle of the
present invention is provided comprising a headlap and a
buttlap including a plurality of simulated tabs extending from
said headlap, the simulated tabs spaced apart by a plurality of
partial slots, and the simulated tabs are connected to at least
one adjacent simulated tab by a connecting segment.

[0026] In another embodiment, the connecting segment is
located at or near the lower edge of the buttlap.

[0027] Inanother embodiment, the connecting segment has
a height of about 1 inch.

[0028] In another embodiment, the simulated tabs are sur-
faced with a first shade of granules and the connecting seg-
ment is surfaced with a second shade of granules that is darker
than the first shade of granules.

[0029] In a preferred embodiment, a two-layer laminated
roofing shingle is provided comprising:

[0030] (a) a posterior layer having a posterior headlap
and a posterior buttlap including a plurality of posterior
simulated tabs extending from the posterior headlap, the
posterior simulated tabs spaced apart by a plurality of
partial slots, and the posterior simulated tabs are con-
nected to at least one adjacent posterior simulated tab by
a connecting segment;

[0031] (b) an anterior layer having an anterior headlap
and an anterior buttlap including one or more anterior
tabs extending from the anterior headlap; and

[0032] wherein the anterior layer is positioned on the
posterior layer in a manner such that each anterior tab is
positioned on one of the posterior simulated tabs.

[0033] In a preferred embodiment, a two-layer laminated
roofing shingle is provided comprising:

[0034] (a) a posterior layer having a posterior headlap
and four posterior simulated tabs extending therefrom,
the posterior simulated tabs spaced apart by a plurality
of partial slots, and the posterior simulated tabs are
connected to at least one adjacent posterior simulated
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tab by a connecting segment, and wherein each posterior
simulated tab has a posterior simulated tab corner;
[0035] (b) an anterior layer having an anterior headlap,
one or more anterior tabs extending therefrom, and at
least one alignment notch positioned on a lower edge of
the anterior headlap, wherein the total number of ante-
rior tabs and alignment notches on the anterior layer is
equal to the total number of posterior simulated tabs; and
[0036] wherein the anterior layer is positioned on the
posterior layer in a manner such that each anterior tab is
positioned on one of the posterior simulated tabs; and
wherein, for each posterior simulated tab having no
anterior tab positioned thereon, the at least one align-
ment notch is positioned along the lower edge of the
anterior headlap in substantially the center of the region
where the anterior headlap lies over the posterior simu-
lated tab; and
[0037] wherein each posterior simulated tab corner
forms an edge having substantially the same angle as an
edge of the alignment notch.
[0038] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided comprising a plurality of courses of shingles of the
invention, wherein the shingles are installed on a roof deck in
overlapping courses.
[0039] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided comprising a plurality of courses of shingles of the
invention, wherein the shingles are installed on a roof deck in
overlapping courses, wherein first, second, and third adjacent
shingles differ from each other based on the position of at
least one anterior tab on a posterior simulated tab, and
wherein the first adjacent shingle and the fourth adjacent
shingle in a course are identical based on the positions of the
one or more anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch,
so that when installed, a pattern of varying anterior tabs is
created based on the locations of the anterior tabs and the at
least one alignment notch.
[0040] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided comprising a plurality of courses of shingles of the
invention, wherein the shingles are installed on a roof deck in
overlapping courses, wherein first, second, third, fourth, and
fifth adjacent shingles diftfer from each other based on the
position of at least one anterior tab on a posterior simulated
tab, and wherein the first adjacent shingle and the sixth adja-
cent shingle in a course are identical based on the positions of
the one or more anterior tabs and the at least one alignment
notch, so that when installed, a pattern of varying anterior tabs
is created based on the locations of the anterior tabs and the at
least one alignment notch.
[0041] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided comprising a plurality of courses of shingles of the
invention, wherein the shingles are installed on a roof deck in
overlapping courses, wherein first, second, third, fourth, fifth,
sixth, and seventh adjacent shingles differ from each other
based on the position of at least one anterior tab on a posterior
simulated tab, and wherein the first adjacent shingle and the
eighth adjacent shingle in a course are identical based on the
positions of the one or more anterior tabs and the at least one
alignment notch, so that when installed, a pattern of varying
anterior tabs is created based on the locations of the anterior
tabs and the at least one alignment notch.
[0042] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided wherein the anterior headlap of each shingle comprises
one anterior tab extending therefrom, and three alignment
notches positioned on the lower edge of the anterior headlap.
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[0043] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided wherein the anterior headlap of each shingle comprises
two anterior tabs extending therefrom, and two alignment
notches positioned on the lower edge of the anterior headlap.
[0044] In another embodiment, a roofing system is pro-
vided wherein the anterior headlap of each shingle comprises
three anterior tabs extending therefrom, and one alignment
notch positioned on the lower edge of the anterior headlap.
[0045] In another embodiment, a roofing shingle is pro-
vided wherein:

[0046] the at least one anterior tab further comprises
granules having a first shade and the plurality of poste-
rior simulated tabs further comprise granules ofa second
shade;

[0047] the posterior layer further comprises a shadow
band positioned at an interface between the posterior
simulated tabs and the posterior headlap;

[0048] the posterior simulated tabs further comprise a
shadow tip positioned on a lower edge of the posterior
simulated tabs;

[0049] the shadow tip and shadow band include granules
having a third shade that is darker than the first shade of
the at least one anterior tab and the second shade of the
posterior simulated tabs.

[0050] In another embodiment, a roofing shingle is pro-
vided wherein the at least one anterior tab has a first breadth
and the posterior simulated tabs have a second breadth, and
wherein the second breadth is greater than the first breadth.
[0051] In another embodiment, a roofing shingle is pro-
vided wherein the posterior simulated tabs are separated by
partial slots having a breadth of from about V4 inch to about 1
inch, and preferably about 34".

[0052] In another embodiment, a roofing shingle is pro-
vided wherein each of the at least one anterior tabs is posi-
tioned substantially over the center of one of the posterior
simulated tabs.

[0053] The shingles of the invention are improvements of
roofing shingle materials known in the art, wherein the
improvements are providing roofing shingles having simu-
lated tabs that are connected to at least one adjacent simulated
tab by a connecting segment, which simulate the appearance
of traditional, discrete tabs and having improved weather
performance over the prior art, especially with respect to
resisting wind failure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0054] For a more complete understanding of the present
invention, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made
to the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying figures but which are not to be construed as
limiting to the scope of the present invention as defined by the
appended claims, in which:

[0055] FIG. 1 shows a top plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of a two-layer roofing shingle of the present
invention;

[0056] FIG. 1A shows a top plan view of the anterior layer
of the shingle of FIG. 1;

[0057] FIG. 1B shows a top plan view of the posterior layer
of the shingle of FIG. 1;

[0058] FIGS. 2-14 and 25 show top plan views of various
embodiments of the roofing shingle of the present invention;
[0059] FIGS. 15-18 show right side views of various
embodiments of the roofing shingle of the present invention;
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[0060] FIGS. 19-21 show bottom plan views of various
embodiments of the roofing shingle of the present invention;
[0061] FIG. 22 shows a top plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of a roofing system of the present invention
incorporating the various two-layer roofing shingle embodi-
ments of the present invention;

[0062] FIG. 23 shows a front elevation view of the exem-
plary embodiment of the roofing shingle of the present inven-
tion depicted in FIG. 1;

[0063] FIG. 24 shows a rear elevation view of an exemplary
embodiment of the roofing shingle of the present invention;
and

[0064] FIG. 25 shows a top plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of a single-layer roofing shingle of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0065] The preferred embodiments of the present invention
and its advantages are best understood by referring to FIGS.
1 through 25, like numerals being used for like and corre-
sponding parts of the various drawings. The different shad-
ings of the individual layers in the drawings are not intended
to signify a particular color value or intensity but only to
indicate color contrasts between the layers, and each indi-
vidual layer may be lighter or darker than the shadings indi-
cate; however a color contrast between the layers is optionally
employed.

[0066] The first embodiment of the present invention,
which relates to two-layer composite roofing shingles having
the appearance of variable thickness, will now be described in
greater detail by referring to the drawings that accompany the
present application.

[0067] Referenceisfirstmadeto FIGS.1,1A,1B,2-13, and
14 illustrating top plan views of the inventive two-layer com-
posite shingle having an anterior layer 11 and a posterior layer
12, wherein the anterior layer 11 is positioned on the posterior
layer 12. The anterior layerl1 and posterior layer 12 are each
constructed from granular surfaced asphalt coated sheets. In a
preferred embodiment, each shingle 10 has alength I of from
about 17" to about 52", and preferably about 344", and a
width W of from about 12" to about 19", and preferably about
17"

[0068] Referring to FIG. 1A, the anterior layer 11 com-
prises an anterior headlap 13 and a buttlap that includes at
least one anterior tab 16 extending from the anterior headlap
13. FIGS. 1-6 depict two-layer composite shingles having an
anterior layer 11 that includes two anterior tabs 16. FIGS.
7-10 depict two-layer composite shingles having an anterior
layer 11 that includes three anterior tabs 16. FIGS. 11-14
depict two-layer composite shingles having an anterior layer
11 that includes one anterior tab 16.

[0069] The anterior tabs 16 are surfaced with mineral gran-
ules. The butt edges of the anterior tabs 16 can be curved or
straight and the anterior tab corners 19 can be cut or can be
formed by right, obtuse or acute angles. In a preferred
embodiment, the anterior tab corners 19 are cut as depicted in
FIGS. 1, 1A, 2-13, and 14.

[0070] Referring to FIG. 1A, in another preferred embodi-
ment, the breadth B, of each anterior tab 16 may be about
40.0% to about 90.0%, and is preferably about 68.2%, the
breadth of the posterior simulated tab B, and the height H; of
each anterior tab 16 may be about 5%4" to about 84", and
preferably about 7". In yet another preferred embodiment,
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referring to FIGS. 1-10, adjacent anterior tabs 16 may be
separated by e.g., about 3", about 114", or about 20%4".
[0071] The anterior headlap 13 is also surfaced with min-
eral granules and may also include at least one alignment
notch 17 positioned along the lower edge of the anterior
headlap 13 in regions where anterior tabs 16 are not present.
The anterior layer 11, which may include at least one align-
ment notch 17, may be formed by a cutting cylinder having a
circumference that is a fraction of the two-layer composite
shingle length. The notch 17 preferably extends into the ante-
rior headlap 13 by about 4" to about 114", and preferably
about 1 inch. In a preferred embodiment, the alignment notch
17 may be formed using a shape that corresponds, at least in
part, with the posterior simulated tab corner 20 of the poste-
rior simulated tabs 18. The colored mineral granules of the
anterior headlap 13 may be the same shade as the anterior tabs
16 or may be different.

[0072] Referring to FIG. 1B, the posterior layer 12 com-
prises a plurality of posterior simulated tabs 18 extending
from the posterior headlap 21. The simulated tabs 18 are
separated by partial slots 27. The simulated tabs 18 are con-
nected to each other along the butt edge by connecting seg-
ments 99. In this embodiment, the posterior layer 12 com-
prises four posterior simulated tabs 18. The posterior
simulated tabs 18 are preferably surfaced with a second shade
of weather resistant or colored mineral granules having a
distinguishable hue or color from the first shade of the ante-
rior tabs 16. The contrast in shade between the posterior
simulated tabs 18 and the anterior tabs 16 can be accentuated
by varying the consistency of the weather resistant top coat-
ing, e.g., the density and/or size of granule deposition on
either of these members. It will be appreciated that a contrast
in shade between any portions or regions of the inventive
shingle can similarly be achieved by the methods described
herein. It should be noted that the shading of the colored
mineral granules is not a necessary element of the present
invention and therefore any shading scheme is appropriate.
[0073] In further embodiments, connecting segments 99
may be surfaced with the second shade of weather resistant or
colored mineral granules of posterior simulated tabs 18 and/
or the first shade of anterior tabs 16. Alternatively, connecting
segments 99 may be surfaced with a third shade of weather
resistant or colored mineral granules having a distinguishable
hue or color from the first shade of the anterior tabs 16 and the
second shade of posterior simulated tabs 18. In yet a further
embodiment, the shading on connecting segments 99 may be
selected such that a connecting segment 99 visually simulates
a cavity extending from partial slots 27. In other words, con-
necting segments 99 may be surfaced in a hue or color that
will make the connecting segments 99 visually blend in with
partial slots 27, thereby creating the visual appearance of
continuous slots fully extending to the posterior butt edge.
[0074] Referring to FIGS. 1, 1A, and 1B, the exposed top
outer surface or weather surface of shingle 10 of the inven-
tion, i.e., the posterior simulated tabs 18, anterior tabs 16, and
portions of the posterior headlap 21, may be coated with
various types of mineral granules to protect the asphalt coat-
ing, to add color to shingle 10 of the invention, and to provide
fire resistance. A wide range of mineral colors from white and
black to various shades of red, green, brown and any combi-
nation thereof may be used on shingle 10 of the invention to
provide a roof having the desired color. In some embodi-
ments, the entire top outer surface of shingle 10 of the inven-
tion may be coated with one of the aforementioned coatings.
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In further embodiments, the entire top surface of anterior
layer 11 may be coated with coatings that contrast with coat-
ings applied to the entire top surface of posterior layer 12. In
another embodiment, the top surface of anterior headlap 13 of
shingle 10 of the invention may be coated with coatings that
contrast with coatings applied to the top surface of posterior
layer 12 and anterior tabs 16. In another embodiment, the top
surface of anterior headlap 13 may be coated with coatings
that contrast with coatings applied to the top surface of ante-
rior tabs 16 and also contrast with coatings applied to the
entire top surface of posterior layer 12. In another embodi-
ment, the top surface of anterior headlap 13 may be coated
with coatings that contrast with coatings applied to the pos-
terior simulated tabs 18 (and optionally, the connecting seg-
ments 99) and a portion of the posterior headlap 21 that may
be exposed. The underside of shingle 10 of the invention may
be coated with various inert minerals with sufficient consis-
tency to seal the asphalt coating. These modifications may be
applied to any contemplated embodiment of the invention in
any combination.

[0075] Partial slot 27 separating adjacent posterior simu-
lated tabs 18 can preferably have a height H, of between about
4" and about 6", and preferably about 41316", and a breadth B,
ofbetween about %4 inch to about 1 inch, and preferably about
34", commensurate with the size of the posterior simulated
tabs 18 and the height and size of the roofing area. The breadth
B, of each posterior simulated tab 18 preferably ranges from
about 714" to about 974", and is most preferably about 8%4".
The height H, of each posterior simulated tab 18 ranges
preferably from about 544" to about 72", and is most prefer-
ably about 634". In a preferred embodiment, the posterior
simulated tabs 18 are broader than overlying anterior tabs 16.
[0076] Connecting segments 99 may have a height H; of
about %4" to about 134", and is most preferably about 1.0". The
breadth B; of a connecting segment 99 is commensurate with
the breadth B; of the partial slot 27 above the connecting
segment 99.

[0077] The butt edge of the posterior simulated tabs 18 can
be curved or straight and the tab corners 20 can be cropped or
can be formed by right, obtuse or acute angles. In a preferred
embodiment, the posterior simulated tab corners 20 are
cropped to correspond with the corners 19 of the overlying
anterior tabs 16. The butt edge of the posterior simulated tabs
18 may carry a shadow tip 15 which may be painted or
imprinted horizontally across the simulated tab bottom mar-
gin to provide a contrasting surface finish or texture. The
shadow tip 15 may comprise granules having a fourth shade
that contrasts with the first shade of the anterior tabs 16, the
second shade of the posterior simulated tabs 18, and the third
shade of the connecting segments. It is further contemplated
that the shadow tip 15 may comprise two or more horizontal
bands of different color or shade to simulate a visual blending
of colors or shading.

[0078] The posterior headlap 21, which underlies the ante-
rior headlap 13, is only partially exposed from the front view
of'the composite, two-layer shingle 10. The posterior headlap
21 may be surfaced with weather resistant or colored granules
and may include a shadow band 22 at the interface between
the posterior headlap 21 and the posterior simulated tabs 18 to
simulate shadowing or depth. The shadow band 22 may have
a substantially unvaried width ranging from about 12" to
about 214", preferably being about 2". In another embodiment
of'the present invention, the width of the shadow band may be
varied to provide a perception of irregularity. The shadow
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band 22 may also extend in the alignment notch 17 of the
anterior headlap 13. The color of the shadow band 22 can be
the same as that of the shadow tip 15 of the posterior simu-
lated tabs 18 or it can be a lighter or darker shade or hue; or the
color of the shadow band 22 can be distinctly different to
simulate bulk, highlight, shadow or any other aesthetic affect
achievable by contrast with the exposed areas of the posterior
layer 12. In yet a further embodiment, connecting segments
99 may be covered entirely or partially by a shadow band to
simulate shadowing or depth, and/or further create the illu-
sion of a continuous slot extending from partial slot 27.

[0079] Theposteriorlayer 12 is secured to the anterior layer
11 forming a two-layer laminated or composite shingle 10.
The anterior layer 11 is positioned so that the anterior tabs 16
are positioned on the posterior simulated tabs 18, preferably
such that the anterior tabs 16 are positioned substantially
centered on the posterior simulated tabs 18, though this cen-
tering is not necessary for the invention. The anterior layer 11
may alternatively be positioned so that the anterior tabs 16 are
positioned on the posterior simulated tabs 18, such that the
anterior tabs 16 are offset from the posterior simulated tabs
18. In a preferred embodiment, the posterior simulated tabs
18 extend beyond the lower portion of the anterior tabs 16. In
an even more preferred embodiment, the posterior simulated
tabs 18 extend about 14" beyond the anterior tabs 16.

[0080] FIGS. 15-18, depict side views of the positioning of
the anterior layer 11 on the posterior layer 12. Referring to
FIG. 15, in a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the butt of the posterior simulated tabs 18 extend beyond the
anterior tabs 16 and the anterior headlap 13 extends beyond
the posterior headlap 21, which form stepped edges at the
head and butt of the two-layer composite shingle 10. Refer-
ring to FIG. 16, in another embodiment of the two-layer
composite shingle 10, the edges of the headlaps 13, 21 of the
anterior layer 11 and posterior layer 12, respectively, are
aligned to one another forming a composite shingle having a
flush head edge and stepped butt edge. Referring to FIG. 17,
in another embodiment of the present invention, the posterior
simulated tabs 18 and posterior headlap 21 of the posterior
layer 12 extend beyond the overlying anterior layer 11. Refer-
ring to FIG. 18, in another embodiment of the two-layer
composite shingle 10, a posterior layer 12 having a shorter
height is employed, wherein a greater portion of the anterior
headlap 13 extends beyond the underlying posterior layer 12.

[0081] Manufacturing of the inventive shingle embodi-
ments is described with reference to the two-layer composite
shingle. However, the two-layer composite is used only as an
example and the method of manufacturing is not limited to
this embodiment.

[0082] Manufacturing the two-layer composite shingle
begins with applying granules to asphalt sheeting, where the
granules can be blended to produce the desired shading and
then applied to the surface of the asphalt sheet. The granule
laden asphalt sheet is then pressed in a press roll unit, such
that the granules embed in the asphalt coating. The asphalt
sheet is then cut to the desired shape. The cutting process first
measures out one shingle length of material and then feeds the
measured amount into the cutting module. The cutting mod-
ule preferably includes a rotary cutting cylinder with hard-
ened steel tooling. The tab pattern of anterior layer 11 is cut
using a fractional cutting cylinder, where the fractional cut-
ting cylinder produces a pattern that is a fraction of the shingle
length. This provides a substantially repeating pattern.
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[0083] The shingles of the invention may be cut using a
cutting cylinder having a diameter which is a portion of the
shingle length (e.g. a cutting cylinder diameter 1.5 times the
length of the shingle). The cutting cylinder may be designed
such that the pattern of posterior simulated tabs 18 on the
posterior layer 12 may or may not be cut at a greater frequency
than the pattern of anterior tabs 16 on the anterior layer 11.
[0084] Following cutting, the posterior layer 12 and ante-
rior layer 11 are joined. In broad terms, preferably, an adhe-
sive is applied to the posterior layer 12 and/or anterior layer
11, wherein following the application of the adhesive the
posterior layer 12 and anterior layer 11 are pressed together.
The pressed posterior layer 12 and anterior layer 11 are then
cut to a predetermined shingle length.

[0085] For one embodiment of the present invention, the
shingle 10 may be formed from a fiberglass mat (not shown)
with an asphalt coating on both sides of the mat. If desired, the
present invention may also be used with shingles formed from
organic felt or other types of base material, including but not
limited to synthetic mats or synthetic glass/hybrid mats hav-
ing an appropriate coating. Nonlimiting embodiments of
coatings include asphalt and modified bituminous coatings
based on atactic polypropylene (APP), styrene-butadiane-
styrene (SBS), styrene-cthylene-butadiene-styrene (SEBS),
amorphous polyalpha olefin (APAO), thermoplastic polyole-
fin (TPO), synthetic rubber or other asphaltic modifiers.
[0086] The inventive shingles are installed in overlapping
courses. Installation of the inventive shingles is further
described by reference to the two-layer composite embodi-
ment as an example only. The inventive shingle installed may
have an anterior layer 11, having an alignment notch 17,
formed from a cutting cylinder having a circumference that is
a fraction of the two-layer composite shingle length. Upon
installation of each course, the rear edge 29 of one shingle 10
is positioned in abutment with the leading edge 28 of the
successive shingle. The courses overlap where the butt of a
second course of shingles covers the headlap 13 of the pre-
ceding course of shingles, where the posterior simulated tabs
18 of the singles of the second course are offset from those of
the preceding course.

[0087] In apreferred embodiment, the posterior simulated
tabs 18 of each shingle are of equal height and are formed
having cut approximately 45 degree angled corners 20, where
the corners of each adjacent posterior simulated tab 18 meet
the edge of the connecting segment 99 disposed between said
adjacent posterior simulated tabs 18 to form a substantially
trapezoid shaped edge 26. During installation, the substan-
tially trapezoid shaped edge 26 of the shingles in the second
course corresponds to the right-angled alignment notch 17 in
the anterior headlap 13 of the shingles in the underlying
preceding course. It is further contemplated that the right-
angled alignment notch 17 may be a substantially trapezoid
shape, and the substantially trapezoid shaped edge 26 may be
triangular in shape.

[0088] In another embodiment, the posterior layer of each
shingle has corners that form a substantially right angle. This
right angle corresponds to a substantially square alignment
notch ofthe anterior head lap of a shingle. During installation,
the square alignment notch of a shingle aligns with the 90-de-
gree edges of the corner of the posterior layer of the former
shingle. The invention does not rely on the shape of the
alignment notch and posterior corners. The corresponding
shapes of each alignment notch and corner provide for the
efficient installation of each shingle.
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[0089] Additionally, the shadow band 22 of the posterior
layer 12 of the shingles in the preceding course align with the
shadow tip 15 at the end of the posterior simulated tabs 18 of
the singles in the succeeding course to give the appearance of
the depth present in bulkier roofing.

[0090] FIG. 22 depicts the two-layer composite shingle 30
installed upon a portion of a roof. Shingles 10 of the present
invention may be deployed in a roofing system, wherein first,
second, and third adjacent shingles differ from each other
based on the position of at least one anterior tab 16 on a
posterior simulated tab 18, and wherein the first adjacent
shingle and the fourth adjacent shingle in a course are iden-
tical based on the positions of the one or more anterior tabs
and the at least one alignment notch, so that when installed, a
pattern of varying anterior tabs is created based on the loca-
tion of the anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch.
[0091] Shingles 10 of the present invention may further be
deployed in a roofing system, wherein first, second, third,
fourth, and fifth adjacent shingles differ from each other
based on the position of at least one anterior tab 16 on a
posterior simulated tab 18, and wherein the first adjacent
shingle and the sixth adjacent shingle in a course are identical
based on the positions of the one or more anterior tabs and the
at least one alignment notch, so that when installed, a pattern
of'varying anterior tabs is created based on the location of the
anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch.

[0092] Shingles 10 of the present invention may further be
deployed in a roofing system, wherein first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh adjacent shingles differ from
each other based on the position of at least one anterior tab 16
on a posterior simulated tab 18, and wherein the first adjacent
shingle and the eighth adjacent shingle in a course are iden-
tical based on the positions of the one or more anterior tabs
and the at least one alignment notch, so that when installed, a
pattern of varying anterior tabs is created based on the loca-
tion of the anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch.
[0093] Not being limited to any particular theory, the aes-
thetically pleasing and seemingly random appearance of the
installed shingles of the invention may result from the
arrangement of anterior tabs and anterior openings having the
same breadth, wherein the anterior openings appear to be
voids where the anterior tabs should be situated. The void of
the anterior tabs may create a visual illusion of missing ante-
rior tabs, which may resemble prior art shingles that have
utilized the absence of anterior tabs to create the appearance
of'bulk and randomness of more expensive roofing materials.
The appearance of bulk is also enhanced by the presence of
posterior simulated tabs 18, which in the case of two-layer
shingles can provide a cavity that is up to two layers deep at
the partial slots 27. The visual depth of the partial slots 27 may
further be enhanced by modifying the shading of the connect-
ing segments 99 beneath the partial slots 27, as discussed
above.

[0094] Additional embodiments include single layer
shingles (see FIG. 25) and shingles with three or more layers
(not shown) as long as partial slots 27 are employed to simu-
late traditional, discrete tabs, wherein simulated tabs 18 are
formed and connected by a connecting segment 99.

[0095] An important feature of the present invention
includes providing a connecting segment 99. Prior art two-
layer, or bilaminated, shingles with posterior tabs that are not
partially covered by an anterior tab are susceptible to wind
failure. In particular, the prior art single-layered tabs (i.e.,
posterior tabs without partial cover from anterior tabs) are
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susceptible to wind failure upon installation (prior to sealing)
and even after the shingles have been sealed. The shingles of
the invention provide increased rigidity for single-thickness
simulated tabs (which resemble traditional, discrete tabs)
thereby improving the shingle’s wind failure resistance com-
pared to the prior art.

[0096] The shingles of the invention are improvements of
roofing shingle materials known in the art, wherein the
improvements are providing roofing shingles having simu-
lated tabs that are connected to at least one adjacent simulated
tab by a connecting segment, which simulate the appearance
of traditional, discrete tabs and having improved weather
performance over the prior art, especially with respect to
resisting wind failure.

[0097] Although the present invention and its advantages
have been described in detail, it should be understood that
various changes, substitutions and alterations can be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined by the appended claims.

1. A two-layer laminated roofing shingle comprising:

(a) a posterior layer having a posterior headlap and a pos-
terior buttlap including a plurality of posterior simulated
tabs extending from said posterior headlap, said poste-
rior simulated tabs spaced apart by a plurality of partial
slots, and each of said posterior simulated tabs is con-
nected to at least one adjacent posterior simulated tab by
a connecting segment;

(b) an anterior layer having an anterior headlap and an
anterior buttlap including one or more anterior tabs
extending from said anterior headlap; and

wherein the anterior layer is positioned on the posterior
layer in a manner such that each anterior tab is posi-
tioned on one of the posterior simulated tabs; and

wherein the posterior simulated tabs are surfaced with a
first shade of granules and the connecting segments are
surfaced with a second shade of granules that is darker
than said first shade of granules.

2. A two-layer laminated roofing shingle comprising:

(a) a posterior layer having a posterior headlap and four
posterior simulated tabs extending therefrom, said pos-
terior simulated tabs spaced apart by a plurality of partial
slots, and each of said posterior simulated tabs is con-
nected to at least one adjacent posterior simulated tab by
a connecting segment, and wherein each posterior simu-
lated tab has a posterior simulated tab corner;

(b) an anterior layer having an anterior headlap, one or
more anterior tabs extending therefrom, and at least one
alignment notch positioned on a lower edge of the ante-
rior headlap, wherein the total number of anterior tabs
and alignment notches on the anterior layer is equal to
the total number of posterior simulated tabs; and

wherein the anterior layer is positioned on the posterior
layer in a manner such that each anterior tab is posi-
tioned on one of the posterior simulated tabs; and
wherein, for each posterior simulated tab having no
anterior tab positioned thereon, the at least one align-
ment notch is positioned along the lower edge of the
anterior headlap in substantially the center of the region
where the anterior headlap lies over the posterior simu-
lated tab;

wherein each posterior simulated tab corner forms an edge
having substantially the same angle as an edge of the
alignment notch; and
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wherein the posterior simulated tabs are surfaced with a
first shade of granules and the connecting segments are
surfaced with a second shade of granules that is darker
than said first shade of granules.

3. A roofing shingle comprising:

a headlap and a buttlap including a plurality of simulated
tabs extending from said headlap, said simulated tabs
spaced apart by a plurality of partial slots, and each
simulated tab is connected to at least one adjacent simu-
lated tab by a connecting segment; and

wherein the simulated tabs are surfaced with a first shade of
granules and the connecting segments are surfaced with
a second shade of granules that is darker than said first
shade of granules.

4. The roofing shingle according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
the connecting segment is located at or near the lower edge of
the buttlap.

5. The roofing shingle according to claim 4, wherein the
connecting segment has a height of about 1 inch.

6. (canceled)

7. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses.

8. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 2, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses, wherein first,
second, and third adjacent shingles differ from each other
based on the position of at least one anterior tab, and wherein
the first adjacent shingle and the fourth adjacent shingle in a
course are identical based on the positions of the one or more
anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch, so that
when installed, a pattern of varying anterior tabs is created
based on the locations of the anterior tabs and the at least one
alignment notch.

9. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 2, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses, wherein first,
second, third, fourth, and fifth adjacent shingles differ from
each other based on the position of at least one anterior tab,
and wherein the first adjacent shingle and the sixth adjacent
shingle in a course are identical based on the positions of the
one or more anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch,
so that when installed, a pattern of varying anterior tabs is
created based on the locations of the anterior tabs and the at
least one alignment notch.

10. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 2, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses, wherein first,
second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh adjacent
shingles differ from each other based on the position of at
least one anterior tab, and wherein the first adjacent shingle
and the eighth adjacent shingle in a course are identical based
on the positions of the one or more anterior tabs and the at
least one alignment notch, so that when installed, a pattern of
varying anterior tabs is created based on the locations of the
anterior tabs and the at least one alignment notch.

11. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein the
anterior headlap comprises one anterior tab extending there-
from, and three alignment notches positioned on the lower
edge of the anterior headlap.
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12. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein the
anterior headlap comprises two anterior tabs extending there-
from, and two alignment notches positioned on the lower
edge of the anterior headlap.

13. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein the
anterior headlap comprises three anterior tabs extending
therefrom, and one alignment notch positioned on the lower
edge of the anterior headlap.

14. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein:

the at least one anterior tab further comprises granules

having the second shade;

the posterior layer further comprises a shadow band posi-

tioned at an interface between the posterior simulated
tabs and the posterior headlap;

the posterior simulated tabs further comprise a shadow tip

positioned on a lower edge of the posterior simulated
tabs;

the shadow tip and shadow band include granules having a

third shade that is darker than said first shade of granules
of the posterior simulated tabs and the second shade of
granules of the at least one anterior tab and the connect-
ing segments.

15. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein the at
least one anterior tab has a first breadth and the posterior
simulated tabs have a second breadth, and wherein the second
breadth is greater than the first breadth.

16. The roofing shingle according to claim 2, wherein the
posterior simulated tabs are separated by partial slots having
a breadth of from about /4" to about 1 inch.

17. The roofing shingle according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
each ofthe at least one anterior tabs is positioned substantially
over the center of one of the posterior simulated tabs.

18. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses, and wherein
the anterior headlap of a previously installed shingle is visible
through the partial slots of a subsequently installed shingle
such that the second shade of granules on the connecting
segments of the subsequently installed shingle visually blend
in with the partial slots of the subsequently installed shingle to
create a visual appearance of continuous slots fully extending
to a posterior butt edge of the subsequently installed shingle.

19. A roofing system comprising a plurality of courses of
shingles according to claim 3, wherein the shingles are
installed on a roof deck in overlapping courses, and wherein
the headlap of a previously installed shingle is visible through
the partial slots of a subsequently installed shingle such that
the second shade of granules on the connecting segments of
the subsequently installed shingle visually blend in with the
partial slots of the subsequently installed shingle to create a
visual appearance of continuous slots fully extending to a butt
edge of the subsequently installed shingle.

20. The roofing shingle according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the anterior tabs are surfaced with a third shade of granules
having a distinguishable hue or color from the first shade of
granules on the posterior simulated tabs and the second shade
of granules on the connecting segments.
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