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1. 

2,769,679 
FLE CABINETS 

Joseph H. Wiseman, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Application October 19, 1951, Serial No. 252,039 

6 Claims. (C. 312-350) 

My invention relates to improvements in filing cabinets, 
and more particularly to an improved case for a filing 
cabinet utilizing drawers. 
An object of my invention is to provide an improved 

filing cabinet case which is of rigid construction and low 
manufacturing cost. 

Another object of my invention is to provide an im 
proved filing cabinet case of such construction that it 
may be fabricated out of sheet metal that has been pre 
painted or otherwise precoated. 

Another object of my invention is to provide a filing 
cabinet case having interlocking parts that are arranged 
to be held together securely without the aid of welding. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a filing 

cabinet case in the form of a housing and internal wall 
members that are interlocked therewith to form a rigid 
construction. 
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A further object of my invention is to provide in a 
file cabinet case a housing that is fabricated from a single 
piece of sheet metal that may be prepainted and securely 
assembled without welding. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide 

internal front and rear wall members of a housing for 
a file cabinet that are adapted to interlock with other 
internal wall members. 
And a still further object of my invention is to pro 

vide side wall members of a housing for a file cabinet 
that are adapted to interlock with internal front and rear 
members and to provide drawer ledges. 

Other objects of my invention will become apparent 
from the following specification taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view looking down at 
my improved file cabinet; 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view looking up at my 
improved file cabinet; 

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view looking up at my 
improved case housing; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical longitudinal cross-sectional view 
of the file cabinet taken on the plane 4-4 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view taken on the line 
5-5 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a vertical transverse cross-sectional view 
taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on the line 
7-7 of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary detailed view of the 
housing; 

Fig. 9 is a plan view of the housing blank before fold 
Ing: 

Fig. 10 is a side elevational view of the housing blank; 
Fig. 11 is a view of the housing blank after partial 

folding; 
Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

12-12 of Fig. 11; and 
Fig. 13 is an exploded isometric view showing the in 

ternal wall structure of the file cabinet case. 
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2 
Referring to the drawings and particularly Figs. 1 

and 2, a file cabinet according to my invention comprises 
a plurality of drawers 20 arranged to be moved into and 
out of my improved file cabinet case 30. The drawers 
20 may be of conventional construction, being of rec 
tangular configuration having index holders 22 provided 
with integral drawer pulls 24. In the specific embodi 
ment of my invention illustrated, the cabinet case 30 is 
arranged to operate with four shallow drawers arranged 
one above another. My improved file cabinet case 30, 
as illustrated in detail in Figs. 3-8 inclusive, comprises 
an external housing member 40 and an internal wall 
structure interlocked therein. The internal wall struc 
ture comprises a rear wall member 50, a front wall mem 
ber 60, and right and left side wall members 70. The 
file cabinet illustrated herein is of rectangular cross-sec 
tion in a longitudinal vertical plane and in a horizontal 
plane but is of square cross-section in a vertical trans 
verse plane. 
The case housing 40 is fabricated from a blank B that 

is stamped and formed from a single sheet of metal, as 
indicated in Figs. 9 and 10. The case housing 40 com 
prises bottom, right side, top, and left side wall sections 
41, 42, 43 and 44 respectively. Tabs 45 formed at the 
front and rear ends of the wall sections 41-44 inclusive 
are adapted to be curved or otherwise bent inwardly to 
form molding strips that frame the front and rear of the 
cabinet, the inner edges 46 of the molding strips pro 
jecting axially inwardly. 

In forming the case housing 40, the tabs 45 are first 
shaped to the desired configuration, as illustrated in Fig. 
11, and then the blank B is bent to the desired rectangu 
lar configuration. Fig. 3 showing the housing just prior 
to completion. A tab 46 formed at one end of the blank 
B is provided with lugs or ears 47 which are adapted to 
interlock with slots 48 formed at the opposite end of the 
blank. Slight depressions. 48a are formed in the blank 
B adjacent the slots 48 to facilitate securing the remote 
edges of the blank together by bending the lugs 47 into 
the recesses 49, thereby presenting a flush external sur 
face, as indicated in Fig. 8. 
The case housing so formed is of the desired rectangu 

lar configuration, being of square cross-section in a trans 
verse vertical plane. The inner edges 46 of the molding 
strips accordingly present a square abutment when viewed 
from the central space encompassed by the housing 40. 
In practice, the adjacent edges of the tabs 45 are so 
shaped that the molding strips formed thereby abut each 
other along radial planes passing through the central lon 
gitudinal axis of the case. Complementary male and fe 
male recesses M and F respectively are formed in the 
top and bottom wall sections 43 and 41 respectively of the 
case housing to facilitate vertical stacking of file cabi 
netS. 
The rear wall member 50, is illustrated in Figs. 4, 5, 

6 and 13, is stamped and formed from a single sheet 
of metal. Four rearwardly facing channels 5 formed 
in a square configuration adjacent the edges of the rear 
wall member 50 are adapted to receive and snugly hold 
the internal edges 46 of the molding strips that are at 
the rear of the case housing 40. The square portion of 
the rear wall 50 enclosed within the four channels 5. 
comprises a panel 52 constituting the rear wall of the 
file cabinet. The rear wall member 50 comprises upper 
and lower angular portions 53 having front faces 54 
coplanar with the panel 52 and transverse sections 55 
that lie against the adjacent portions of the upper and 
lower wall sections 43 and 41 of the housing. Also, the 
rear wall member 50 comprises right and left angular 
portions 56 having front faces 57 coplanar with the panel 
52 and transverse sections 58 that lie against the adja 
cent portions of the side wall sections 42 and 44 of the   
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housing. Apertures 59 are formed in the laterally ex 
tending parts 57 of the angular portions 56. The widths 
of the transverse sections 55 and 58 are such that their 
rear edges abut against the outer edges of the molding 
strips 45 so as to form a firm reinforcing structure. 

In a similar manner the front wall member 60, as il 
lustrated in Figs. 4, 5, 6 and 13, is stamped and formed 
from a single sheet of metal. Four forwardly facing 
channels 61 formed in a square configuration are adapt 
ed to receive and snugly hold the internal edges 46 of 
the molding strips that are at the front of the case housing 
40. The square portion of the front wall 60 enclosed 
within the four channels 61 is cut out to form a drawer 
receiving mouth 62 at the front of the file cabinet. The 
front wall member 60 comprises upper and lower angu 
lar portions 63 having rear faces 64 and transverse sec 
tions 65 that lie against the adjacent portions of the 
lower and upper wall sections 41 and 43. Similarly, the 
front wall member 60 comprises right and left angular 
portions 66 having rear faces 67 and transverse sections 
58 that lie against the adjacent portions of the side wall 
sections 42 and 44. The rear faces 64 and 67 of the 
angular portions 63 and 66 are coplanar, lying at the 
front edges of the channels 61. Apertures 69 are formed 
in the laterally extending parts 67 of the angular por 
tions 66. The widths of the transverse sections 65 and 68 
are such that their front edges abut against the outer 
edges of the molding strips 45 so as to form a firm rein 
forcing structure. 

Each of the side wall members 70, as illustrated in 
Figs. 4, 5, 6 and 13, is also stamped and formed from 
a single sheet of metal. Each of the side wall members 
70 is formed with integral inwardly projecting shelf sup 
port strips 75 formed by cutting the sheets leaving slots 
76. Corresponding support strips of the two side wall 
members lie in common horizontal planes to form ledges 
upon which the drawers 20 rest to enable the drawers to 
be slid inwardly and outwardly of the case 30. Inwardly 
projecting reinforcing strips 72 formed at the upper and 
lower edges of the side wall members 70 abut against 
the lower and upper wall sections 41 and 43 of the case 
housing 40. Outwardly projecting fastener strips 73 
formed at the front and rear ends of the side wall mem 
bers 70 are formed with lugs or tabs 84 which project 
through the corresponding apertures 59 and 69 of the 
rear and front wall members 50 and 60 and are so bent 
as to securely lock the side wall members 70 to the front 
and rear wall members 50 and 60. In effect, each of 
the side wall members comprises shelf support strips 71 
and reinforcing strips 72 and 73 extending transversely 
of the male body portion thereof. The lengths of the 
side wall members 70 are just sufficient to permit the 
side wall members to clear the inner surfaces of the 
channels 51 and 61. 
To assemble the file cabinet case, the housing 40 and 

the wall members 50, 60 and 70 are first completely 
fabricated, then the two end wall members 50 and 60 
are inserted through the front and rear openings of the 
housing 40 and fitted into place with the edges 46 of the 
molding strips 45 inserted within the channels 5 and 
61. Next, the two side wall members 70 are inserted 
through the mouth 62 of the front wall member and po 
sitioned against the side wall sections 42 and 44 of the 
housing 49. The internal wall members 50, 60 and 70 
are then locked together securely in place by bending 
the tabs 74 and 84 to insert them in the apertures 59 
and 69 and into locking engagement with the end walls. 
This locking operation is accomplished by means of a 
tool that is inserted through the slots of the side wall 
members 70. A suitable tool for this purpose would be 
in the form of an elongated member having a transverse 
finger at one end thereof which may be inserted through 
the slots 76 and employed for bending the tabs 74 as 
desired. - 

The file cabinet case so formed is of rigid construction. 
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4 
Furthermore, since all welding operations are eliminated, 
it is possible to manufacture such cases from sheet metal 
that has been painted, lithographed, or otherwise pre 
coated prior to the stamping and forming operations. 
This factor alone makes it possible to manufacture such 
file cabinet cases at relatively low cost. 
From the foregoing description, it will thus be apparent 

that I have provided an improved file cabinet of simple, 
strong, low cost construction. Although only one specific 
form of my invention has been described, it will be 
obvious that my invention is not limited thereto but is 
capable of a variety of mechanical embodiments. Var 
ious changes which will now suggest themselves to those 
skilled in the art may be made in the material, form, 
details of construction, and arrangement of the elements 
without departing from the spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. in a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 

walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
Strips extending into said space from the open ends of 
the case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, a pair of unitary rectangular end wall 
members arranged at opposite ends of said central space, 
both end wall members having inwardly stepped offset 
portions at positions spaced inwardly from the edges 
thereof for abutting the inner edges of said strips for 
retaining the respective end wall members in position, 
one of said end wall members being open in the space 
between said offset portions to provide a drawer-receiving 
mouth at one end of the cabinet, and a pair of side-wall 
members, mounted on opposite sides of said central 
space, said side-wall members being secured to said end 
Wall members, said side-wall members having inwardly 
projecting shelf-support strips formed integrally there 
with. 

2. In a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 
walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
strips extending into said space from the open ends of the 
case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, a pair of rectangular end wall members 
arranged at opposite ends of said central space, both end 
wall members having outwardly facing channels formed 
therein, said channels receiving the inner edges of said 
molding strips, one of said end wall members being open 
to form a drawer-receiving mouth at one end of the 
cabinet, the outer edges of said end wall members en 
gaging the inner surfaces of said four walls, and a pair of 
side-Wall members mounted on opposite. sides of said 
central Space, said side-wall members being secured to 
said end wall members, said side-wall members having 
inwardly projecting shelf-support strips formed integrally 
therewith. 

3. In a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 
Walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
Strips extending into said space from the open ends of 
the case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, a pair of rectangular end wall members 
arranged at opposite ends of said central space, both end 
wall members having outwardly facing channels formed 
therein, said channels receiving the inner edges of said 
molding strips, the outer portions of said end wall mem 
bers being bent to form reinforcing members that lie 
against the adjacent portions of the case walls, one of 
said wall members being open to form a drawer-receiving 
mouth at one end of the cabinet, and a pair of side wall 
members, each of said side wall members having front 
and rear integral bearing strips projecting outwardly trans 
versely thereof, said bearing strips bearing against said 
end wall members, said side wall members having re 
inforcing members projecting transversely of the upper 
edges thereof that bear against the upper and lower case 
walls, said side wall members also having inwardly pro 
jecting shelf-support strips formed integrally therewith. 

4. In a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 
walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
strips extending into said space from the open ends of f 
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the case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, a pair of rectangular end wall members 
arranged at opposite ends of said central space, both end 
wall members having outwardly facing channels formed 
therein, said channels receiving the inner edges of said 
molding strips, the outer portions of said end wall mem 
bers being bent to forim reinforcing members that lie 
against the adjacent portions of the case walls, said end 
wall members having apertures in the portions thereof 
outside said channels, one of said wall members being 
open to form a drawer-receiving mouth at one end of the 
cabinet, and a pair of side-wall members, each of said 
side-Wall members having front and rear integral fasten 
ing strips projecting outwardly transversely thereof, said 
fastening strips having lugs lockingly engaging said aper 
tures, said side-wall members having reinforcing members 
projecting transversely of the upper edges thereof that 
bear against the upper and lower case walls, said side 
wall members also having inwardly projecting shelf 
support strips formed integrally therewith. 

5. In a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 
walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
strips extending into said space from both open ends of 
the case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, a rear rectangular end wall member at 
one end of said central space, said rear end wall member 
having inwardly extending offset portions at the outer 
edges thereof, the inwardly offset portions abutting the 
inner edges of the strips at said end and the portion en 
closed between said offset portions projecting outwardly 
through the opening between said strips, thereby retain 
ing said strips in place, a front rectangular end wall mem 
ber at the other end of said central space, said front end 
wall member having outwardly facing channels formed 
therein, said channels receiving the inner edges of the 
molding strips at said end, said channels lying at the 
edges of an opening in said front end wall member, said 
opening forming a drawer receiving mouth at the front 
end of the cabinet, and a pair of side wall members 
mounted on opposite sides of said central space, said side 
wall members being secured to said end wall members, 
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6 
said side wall members having inwardly projecting shelf 
support strips formed integrally therewith. 

6. In a file cabinet, a rectangular case comprising four 
walls arranged to embrace a central space and molding 
strips extending into said space from the open ends of the 
case, the inner edges of the molding strips projecting 
axially inwardly, said walls and said strips being formed 
of a precoated metal sheet, a pair of rectangular end wall 
members arranged at opposite ends of said central space, 
both end wall members having outwardly facing channels 
formed therein, said channels receiving the inner edges 
of said molding strips, the outer portions of said end wall 
members being bent outwardly to form reinforcing mem 
bers that extend to the junctures of the adjacent case walls 
and molding strips and bear against the adjacent portions 
of the case walls, said end wall members having apertures 
in the portions thereof outside said channels, one of said 
wall members being open to form a drawer-receiving 
mouth at one end of the cabinet, and a pair of side-wall 
members, each of said side-wall members having front 
and rear integral fastening strips projecting outwardly 
transversely thereof, said fastening strips having lugs 
lockingly engaging said apertures, said side-wall members 
having reinforcing members projecting transversely of 
the upper edges thereof that bear against the upper and 
lower case walls, said side-wall members also having in 
wardly projecting shelf-support strips formed integrally 
therewith, 
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