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United States Patent Office 2,697,537 
Patented Dec. 21, 1954 

2,697,537 
HNGED 30X FOREWELRY AND OTHER 

ARTICLES 

Russell A. Wetherell, Attleboro, Mass, assignor to The 
Mason Box Company, Attleboro Falls, Mass., a corpo 
ration of Massachusetts 

Application November 27, 1951, Serial No. 258,335 
3 Claims. (C. 220-3) 

This invention relates to small decorative boxes of 
the kind commonly used to display jewelry and the like, 
objects of the invention being to produce a box which 
is simple and economical in construction, which is neat 
and attractive in appearance and which is strong and 
durable in use. 
According to this invention the box comprises top and 

bottom parts having end walls with opposing surfaces 
which substantially meet in a plane when the box is closed 
and having back walls provided with interfitting elongate 
concave and convex pivotal surfaces extending length 
wise of the back walls and sliding on each other to per 
mit the top part to swing to open position, the convex 
surface being disposed substantially wholly below the 
aforesaid plane and the concave surface extending below 
said plane in front of the convex surface. Preferably 
the top and bottom parts have narrow flanges of approxi 
mately equal width extending around the box adjacent 
the aforesaid plane. While the top and bottom parts 
may each be formed in one piece, each of the parts pref 
erably comprises a rim or frame which is open at the 
top and bottom, the openings being closed by cover mem 
bers which telescope over the frame members and seat 
against the aforesaid flanges. In the preferred embodi 
ment the convex and concave surfaces terminate short 
of the ends of the box and the aforesaid opposing Sur 
faces extend all the way to the back of the box. Thus 
the aforesaid flanges may be made of equal width even 
though they be comparatively thin, and instead of the 
concave and convex surfaces showing at the ends of the 
box the flanges may extend continuously all the way 
around the box. 

For the purpose of illustration a typical embodiment 
of the invention is shown in the accompanying drawings 
in which 

Fig. 1 is an end view of the box when closed; 
Fig. 2 is a similar view when the box is open; 
Fig. 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Fig. 5 with the cover 

closed. 
Fig. 4 is a front view of the box with the cover open; 
Fig. 5 is a section on line 5-5 of Fig. 4; 
Fig. 6 is a section on line 6-6 of Fig. 5; and 
Fig. 7 is a similar section with the cover closed. 
The particular embodiment of the invention chosen 

for the purpose of illustration comprises top and bottom 
frame members and 2 which are open at the top and 
bottom respectively and which have exterior flanges 3 
and 4 extending continuously therearound. Fitted snug 
ly over the frame members and seating against the flanges 
3 and 4 are covers 5 and 6. The covers 5 and 6 may 
be secured to the frame members by means of cement. 
While the parts may be formed of any suitable material 
the frame members are preferably formed of plastic and 
the covers are cardboard. The two frame members have 
flat surfaces 7 and 8 which seat against each other. in 
a plane when the box is closed, these surfaces extending 
across the front and ends of the box and thence along 
the back of the box. 

Extending lengthwise of the back wall of the bottom 
frame member are two upwardly-facing elongate convex 
surfaces 9, these surfaces being disposed below the afore said plane and extending upwardly substantially to the 
plane. The top frame member has corresponding con 
cave surfaces i0 which slide over the convex. Surfaces. in front of the concave surfaces 10 are depending ridges 
11, the bottom frame member being provided with cor 
responding troughs 12 to receive the ridges when the 
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box is closed. As shown in Fig. 5 the convex and con 
cave surfaces stop short of the ends of the box and they 
are interrupted at the middle of the box to accommodate the C-string 13 which yieldingly holds the cover either 
in closed or open position in well-known manner, the Spring being disposed in recesses in the frame members 
as shown in Figs. 3 and 6. 
By disposing the convex surfaces 9 wholly below the 

horizontal plane of the abutting faces 7 and 8 of the 
frame members they may be terminated short of the 
ends of the box so that they do not show at the ends. 
This disposition of the convex surfaces wholly below 
the aforesaid plane also permits the two flanges 3 and 4 
to be of equal width, even when relatively thin in a ver 
El direction, and to extend continuously around the 
OX. 

It should be understood that the present disclosure is 
for the purpose of illustration only and that this inven 
tion includes all modifications and equivalents which 
fall within the scope of the appended claims. For ex 
ample, the parts have been referred to as top and bottom 
parts for convenience only; inasmuch as the parts can 
obviously be reversed the claims are to be interpreted 
as covering the claimed construction whether used as 
shown or upside down. 

I claim: 
1. A box comprising top and bottom frame members 

open at the top and bottom respectively and having end 
walls with opposing surfaces which substantially meet in 
a plane when the box is closed and having back walls 
provided with interfitting concave and convex pivotal sur 
faces extending lengthwise of the back walls and sliding 
on each other to permit the top part to swing into open 
position, said members having narrow flanges extending 
around the box with opposed faces substantially meeting 
in said plane, and top and bottom covers telescoping over 
said members and seating against said flanges, said con 
cave and convex surfaces terminating short of the ends 
of the box and said opposing surfaces extending to the 
back of the box, said convex surface being disposed be 
low said plane substantially tangent to the plane and said 
concave surface extending below said plane in front of 
the convex surface, the bottom member having an up 
wardly extending flange around its inner edge to fit into 
the upper member when the box is closed, thereby to re 
strain shift of said top and bottom parts when the box 
is closed and also to permit the flanges on the top and 
bottom parts to approximate each other in thickness. 

2. A box comprising top and bottom parts having ex 
terior flanges and opposing surfaces which meet in a plane 
when the box is closed, the opposed faces of the flanges 
constituting parts of said surfaces, said surface of one 
part having an elongate recess extending along the back 
of the box and spaced inwardly from the rear edge of 
the flange, and the other part having an elongate rib 
spaced inwardly from the rear edge of the flange and 
extending into the recess when the box is closed, the 
rear edge of said recess and said rear edge being rounded 
to form a convex surface and said rear side of the rib 
being rounded to form a concave surface, said convex and 
concave surfaces interfitting and being substantially tan 
gent to said plane, so that when the box is opened the 
rear face of said rib slides over said rounded edge of the 
recess and the flange of the other part slides over said 
rounded rear edge. 

3. A box comprising top and bottom parts having ex 
terior flanges and opposing surfaces which meet in a plane 
when the box is closed, the opposed faces of the flanges 
constituting parts of said surfaces, said surface of one 
part having a row of recesses along the back of the box 
and spaced inwardly from the rear edge of the flange, 
and the other part having projections spaced inwardly 
from the rear edge of the flange and extending into the 
recesses when the box is closed, the rear edges of said 
recesses and said rear edge of the flange being rounded 
to form convex surfaces, the rear sides of said projections 
being rounded to form concave surfaces interfitting with 
said convex surfaces, said convex and concave surfaces 
being substantially tangent to said plane, so that when the 
box is opened the rear faces of the projections slide over 
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said rounded edges of the recesses, and the flange of the Number 
other part slides over said rounded rear edge. 23. 
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