0O 02/054754 A3

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

A 0 OO O

(43) International Publication Date (10) International Publication Number

11 July 2002 (11.07.2002) PCT WO 02/054754 A3

(51) International Patent Classification’: HO4N 7/173, (74) Agents: ROBERTS, Jon, L. et al.; Roberts Abokhair &
7/10, 7/025 Mardula, LLC, Suite 1000, 11800 Sunrise Valley Drive,
Reston, VA 20191 (US).

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US01/50540
(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU,
(22) International Filing Date: AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU,
28 December 2001 (28.12.2001) CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH,
GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC,
LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW,

(25) Filing Language: English MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG,
(26) Publication Language: English SL SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, UZ, VN, YU,
ZA, ZW.
(30) Priority Data: (84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,
09/753,127 30 December 2000 (30122000) UsS KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW),
Burasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
(71) Applicant: ROAD RUNNER [US/US]; 13241 Woodland Buropean patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,
Park Road, Herndon, VA 20171 (US). GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE, TR), OAPI patent
(BE, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR,
(72) Inventors: NICHOLSON, Robert, D.; 10704 Hunters NE, SN, TD, TG).

Valley Road, Vienna, VA 22181 (US). SAUNDERS, Bar-
rie, A.; 9705 Digging Road, Montgomery Village, MD  Published:
20886 (US). —  with international search report

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD OF SELECTIVE ADVERTISING ON A TV CHANNEL

|
! Set top box
| Ads uploaded over |
Set top box turn on | s r?etwork ver ‘ . senses ;
50 58 opportunity” |
i 66 !
l . |
i
A_L _JV—\
Set top box signal | Ads received in | Set top box sense i
to cable ops. ‘ set top box channel
52 } 60 68
y 4 4
‘ . Set top box serves
Signal to Ad server Ads St:;i%;n set ad with approp.
54 62 . channel tag
i | 70 i
| J L .—‘
|
I .
Ad server retrigves | Settopbox
Ads l____ monttor video ‘_
56 i content/triggers
! 64
L L

(57) Abstract: A method and system for providing selective advertising on a television channel is accomplished by downloading
appropriate advertisements from an advertising server to a subscriber’s set top box over an out-of-band channel. The set top box
monitors for triggers to provide advertisement to the subscribers’s television. The advertisements can be downloaded in advance of
any ad opportunity triggers to a local storage means associated with the set top box, if available.
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