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This international search report has not been established in respect of cedain claims under Aricle 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. [X] ctaime Nos.: 17-20

bacausa thay relata to parts of tha intarnational application that do not eomply with the prescribed requiremants to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:I Claims Nos.:
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Box No. lll Observations where unity of Inventlon Is lacking (Continuation of tem 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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claims,

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Autharity did not invite payment of
additional tees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covars
only thoss claims for which fess wara paid, specifically claims Naos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consedguently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the olaims; it is covered by elaims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additicnal search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 {continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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International Application No. PCT/ 1B2016/ 053996

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/! 21(

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 17-20

Claims 17-20 are directed to a method of guiding a bronchoscopy scope for
a non-invasive ventilation patient interface.

The claimed method
encompasses the non-invasive ventilation of a patient and the maintenance
of a positive pressure within the patient interface (see claim 17 lines
11-13). These features refer to therapeutic treatment of the patient and
thereby the nature of the whole method is rendered therapeutic.
Moreover, the claimed method encompasses also the insertion of a
bronchoscopy scope into the nasal cavity or mouth opening and associated
airway of a patient (see claim 17 lines 19-22). These features refer to
an invasive treatment representing a substantial physical intervention on
the body which requires professional medical expertise to be carried out
and which entails a substantial health risk even when carried out with
the required professional care. Thus, this treatment is a surgical
treatment and thereby the nature of the whole method is rendered
surgical.

That considered, the subject-matter of claims 17-20 is

regarded as a method for treatment of the human or animal body by therapy
and surgery (Rule 39.1 (iv) PCT). Consequently, the subject-matter of
claims 17-20 has not been searched and will not be examined (Rule 66.1(e)
PCT, Rule 67.1(iv) PCT).

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPD Guidelines C-1V, 7.2).
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome,
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