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(54) Container

{(57) A container e.g. for an audio disc
{10} compises covers (11, 13} joined to a
spine (12) by parallel hinges (21, 22). A
holder (14) is fixed to the spine. The
hinges permit initial opening of one
cover {13) relative to the spine (12)
about one hinge (21), after which the
spine moves with the cover (13) about
the other hinge (22) so that the holder is
raised away frm the other cover (11} to
present the contents in a readily
accessible position. The covers and the
spine may be defined by a single sheet
marked with lines of weakness to define
the hinges, with reinforcing frames
(11a, 13a) on the cover portions. The
holder (14) and the frames {11a, 13a)
may be moulded onto the sheet which
may be made of polypropylene.
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SPECIFICATION
Container

This invention relates to containers of the type
comprising a pair of hinged covers engageable to
form an enclosure between the covers.

Such a container is of shallow depth relative to
the dimensions of length and breadth and at least
one of the covers usually has side walls. Such con-
tainers are used, for example to house compact
audio discs.

In such containers, the contents are usually hou-
sed in one of the covers and, e.g. in the case of a
disc, it can be awkward to remove the disc. It
would often be convenient for the contents to be
presented in a position for easy removal.

The present invention provides a container com-
prising first and second hinged covers engageable
to form an enclosure between the covers, a spine
to which the first and second covers are hinged
aleng parallel opposite edges of the spine by first
and second hinges respectively, and a holder fixed
to the spine and enclosed between the covers in
the engaged position of the latter, whereby the
covers can be disengaged and pivotally moved to
an open position, the spine being pivotally mova-
ble with the first cover about the second hinge axis
after the first cover has been moved a predeter-
mined angle about the first hinge axis, whereby
the holder is pivotally moved by the spine to a po-
sition angularly spaced from both covers to facili-
tate access to the holder.

The holder, therefore, presents the contents in a
readily accessible position for removal. The con-
tents could be, for example, a set of drills or other
tools or cosmetic articles.

It is preferred that at least one of the covers has
side walls.

Reference is now made to the accompanying
drawings, wherein:-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a container ac-
cording to the invention, shown in partly open po-
sition;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a container
shown in closed position; and

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the container in
fully open position.

The container shown is intended for holding an
audio disc 10. The container comprises a first and
second covers 11, 13 and a spine 12. As most
clearly shown in Figure 3, the covers and the spine
are defined by portions of a single sheet 20 of pol-
ypropylene. A pair of parallel grooves are formed
by scoring in one face of the sheet to define hinges
21, 22, The spine 12 is defined between the hinges.

Each cover 11, 13 is reinforced by a rectangular
frame 11a, 13a moulded on to the sheet. The
frames are formed by injection moulding from pol-
ypropylene. Each frame extends along the edges of
each cover, except for the edge defined by one of
the hinges 21, 22. In the completed container, the
marginal edges of the sheet lie in rebates in the
frames, so that the edges are protected. The frame
portions 116, 13b parallel to the hinges have for-
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mations which interengage to hold the covers in
the closed position illustrated in Figure 2.

A holder 14 is also moulded onto the spine 12 of
the sheet 20 and is also made of polypropylene.
The holder receives the disc 10 and is designed to
grip the disc lightly.

The inside faces of the covers of the container,
i.e. those which face each other in the closed posi-
tion, are opposite to the faces provided with the
grooves defining the hinges 21, 22. This arrange-
ment permits either one of the covers {e.g. 13) to
be pivotally moved from the closed position rela-
tive to the spine 12 about the adjacent hinge (21)
until the cover approaches alignment with the
spine. The spine then moves with the cover (13)
about the other hinge (22). The holder 14, there-
fore, is raised by the spine away from the other
cover 11, so that the disc in the holder is presented
for easy removal. A partly open position is shown
in Figure 1 and the fully open position is shown in
Figure 3. It is not essential for the container to be
opened to the degree shown in Figure 3.

The outer face of the sheet 20 may be pre-
printed before the frames and holder are moulded
on to the sheet.

The holder may be designed to support other ar-
ticles.

The sheet could be made of card and the frames
formed about the edges of the card, so that mar-
ginal edges are supported in the frames after
moulding.

CLAIMS

1. A container comprising first and second
hinged covers engageable to form an enclosure
between the covers, a spine to which the first and
second covers are hinged along parallel opposite
edges of the spine by first and second hinges re-
spectively, and a holder fixed to the spine and en-
closed between the covers in the engaged position
of the latter, whereby the covers can be disen-
gaged and pivotally moved to an open position,
the spine being pivotally movable with the first
cover about the second hinge axis after the first
cover has been moved a predetermined angle
about the first hinge axis, whereby the holder is
pivotally moved by the spine to a position angu-
larly spaced from both covers to facilitate access to
the holder.

2. A container according to Claim 1, where the
spine is also pivotally movable with the second
cover about the first hinge axis after the second
cover has been moved a predetermined angle
about the second hinge axis.

3. A container according to Claim 1 or 2,
wherein the spine is movable with the first cover
when the spine and the first over are substantially
in alignment.

4. A container according to Claim 1, 2 or 3,
wherein the first and the second covers and the
spine are all defined by parts of a single sheet and
the first and second hinges are defined by lines of
weakness.

5. A container according to Claim 1 wherein the
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lines of weakness are defined by grooves in a face
of the sheet.

6. A container according to Claim 4 or 5,
wherein the holder is moulded on to the spine de-
fined by the sheet.

7. A container according to Claim 4, 5 or 6,
wherein each cover includes a reinforcing frame
moulded on to the sheet.

8. A container according to Claim 7, wherein
the sheet and the reinforcing frames are made of
polypropylene.

9. A container according to Claim 6, wherein
the sheet and the holder are made of polypropyl-
ene.

10. A container constructed substantially as
herein described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings.
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