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(57) Abstract

A power switch has a fixed contact member (8) having
a fixed contact (8A); a movable contact member (6) having a
movable contact (6A) which comes in and out of contact with
the fixed contact (8A) of the fixed contact member (8); a
commutating electrode (15) provided stch as to be spaced
from the movable contact member (6) for the purpose of re-
ceiving an arc generated between the two contacts (8A) and
(6A) when the movable contact (6A) separates from the fixed
contact (8A); and a plurality of arc-extinguishing plates (13)
which extinguish the arc (12) which has been transferred to
the commutating electrode (15). The commutating electrode
(15) is formed such as to have a first flat plate portion (15A)
which is parallel to the surface of the fixed contact (8A) and
spaced from the fixed contact member (8) by a predeter-
mined distance; a second flat plate portion (15B) which is
disposed such as to be parallel to the surface of the fixed con-
tact (8A) and positioned between the fixed contact member

(8) and the surface (6C) of the movable contact member (6)

which is opposite to the side thereof on which the movable
contact (6A) is bonded when the movable contact (6A) is sep-
arated from the fixed contact (8A); a third flat plate portion
(15C) which connects the first and second flat plate portions
(15A), (15B); and a fourth flat plate portion (15D) which ex-
tends from the second flat plate portion (15B) in a direction
in which the movable contact (6A) separates from the fixed
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contact (8A). The commutating electrode (15) is further formed with a notched portion (1SE) by notching the portion
thereof which opposes the movable contact (6A) such that the notched portion (15E) extends from the second flat plate
portion (15B) to the third flat plate portion (15C) and the fourth flat plate portion (15D), whereby the arc is speedily trans-

ferred to the commutating electrode (15).
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